Dave Weil

Subject: FW: Dead Sea---Pictures of Water Clarity--Sort of leaves a silky film on you?

Pictures and info about Dead Sea

The surface of the Dead Sea is over 1,300 feet below sea level. The very bottom of the sea, in the deepest part, is over
2,300 feet below sea level. The Dead Sea has some of the most saline water on earth; as much as 35% of the water is
dissolved salts! The Dead Sea is completely landlocked and it gets saltier with increasing depth. The surface, fed by the
River Jordan, is the least saline. Down to about 130 feet (40 meters), the seawater comprises about 300 grams of salt per
kilogram of seawater. That's about ten times the salinity of the oceans. Below 300 feet, though, the sea has 332 grams of
salt per kilogram of seawater and is saturated. Salt precipitates out and piles up on the bottom of the sea.
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There are no fish or any kind of swimming, squirming creatures living in or near the water. There are, however, several
types of bacteria and one type of algea that have adapted to harsh life in the waters of the Dead Sea. What you'll see on
the shores of the Sea is white, crystals of salt covering EVERYTHING. And this is no ordinary table salt, either. The salts
found in the Dead Sea are mineral salts, just like you find in the oceans of the world, only in extreme concentrations. The
water in the Dead Sea is deadly to most living things. Fish accidentally swimming into the waters from one of the several
freshwater streams that feed the Sea are killed instantly, their bodies quickly coated with a preserving layer of salt crystals
and then tossed onto shore by the wind and waves. Brutal!

Why is the Dead Sea so Salty?

All roads lead to the Sea when it comes to the rivers in the area. The Dead Sea is continually fed water from the rivers
and streams coming down off the mountains that surround it. But the kicker is this....no rivers drain out of the Dead Sea.
The only way water gets out of the Sea is through evaporation. And boy does it evaporate! This part of the world get
plenty hot. When the water evaporates, it leaves behind all the dissolved minerals in the Sea, just making it saltier. In fact,
it's through the dual action of; 1) continuing evaporation and 2) minerals salts carried into the Sea from the local rivers,
that makes the Sea so salty. The fact that the water doesn't escape the Sea just traps the salts within its shores.

Many animal species live in the mountains surrounding the Dead Sea. Hikers can see camels, ibex, hares, hyraxes,
jackals, foxes, and even leopards. Hundreds of bird species inhabit the zone as well. Both Jordan and Israel have
established nature reserves around the Dead Sea.



Note: White Residue on Top of Sand--Salt









Views of Hotel Pool and Pictures Shot from Balcony of Room at Hotel of Shore Line









More Shots from Balcony of Room at Hotel of Shore Line Just after Sunrise
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