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April, 2007  
 
 

 
Holly Kahan , of Holly Barry House  tells us: Son-in-
law Jonathan Metcalf  was just inducted into the Martial 
Arts Hall of Fame at their ceremonies in New York.  Jon 
is a 4th Degree Black Belt and Sensei of the largest dojo 
in the state of Connecticut--Integrity Martial Arts.  
Cantorial soloist Adam Kahan  (Holly's son), whose band 
Kavannah leads musical Sabbath Services at several 
local synagogues, was just interviewed & photographed 
by the Chicago Tribune for a feature to be published in a 
future edition. 

� � � � � �
Traditional Home Magazine, April 2007 issue, page 52 
features Denise Siegel's  Antiquity Bronze tiles sold 
through Ann Sacks.  New Bronze Age Tile, Inc.  will 
be exhibiting seven new bronze tile lines for 
distribution at COVERINGS Tile & Stone international 
trade show April 17-20, McCormick Place, Chicago.  

�
� � � � �  

On March 15, Gary Frager , President of PAGODA 
Computer Supplies, Inc. was a featured speaker at the 
Washington, DC chapter meeting of the International 
Imaging Technology Council.  Gary's talk was titled, 
"Networking:  Mining for business."  The talk was based 
on common sense networking, as practiced at TNG, the 
Northbrook Chamber of Commerce, and other networking 
venues.  The response was so overwhelming that Gary 
has been asked to turn it into a series of articles for the 
ITC magazine, Imaging Spectrum.  The articles are likely 
to be published beginning in May or June.  
Gary Frager,  
President, PAGODA Computer Supplies, Inc.  

� � � � �  
Chris Turley  has been working with our website vendor 
who is trying to resolve the access problems some 
members have had.  They are moving our website to a 
new hosting service and hope that all problems will be 
resolved by the time you read this.  If you 
repeatedly have difficulty logging in let Chris know.  The 
website is www.TheNetworkingGroup.com.��� �
 

We are excited to announce the completion of our new start-
to-finish project management software, Job Manager! 
 

Job Manager will benefit any company that provides a service 
that involves the resale or customization of products or 
materials, such as remodelers, roofers, sign makers and 
construction companies.   
 

It contains all of the functions needed to create quotes, solicit 
vendor bids, sync with Outlook and manage projects right out 
of the box.  
 

In short, companies like the ones listed above will save money 
and hassle with our software because it already does the 
things they need it to do everyday to help run their business.   
 

To learn more about Job Manager please visit the link below: 
http://www.isosoftsol.com/BusinessSolns.aspx?MenuId=19   
JoAnne Axelrod,  IsoSoft Solutions, Inc.   847-867-7163 
 

LOCAL MOLLY MAID OWNERS HONORED AT NATIONAL 
CONVENTION 

 
(Highland Park, Illinois) March 27, 2007 --- Tom Blank and 
Robert Dillon , owners of MOLLY MAID  of SE Lake and NW 
Cook Counties, were presented with the franchise's Trailblazer 
Award in recognition of their outstanding leadership in 
mentoring new businesses to grow in markets across the 
country by focusing on consistent delivery of superior quality 
and customer service. The award was presented to Blank and 
Dillon at the MOLLY MAID national convention held March 1 -
4 in Orlando, FL at the Walt Disney World® Contemporary 
Resort. 
  MOLLY MAID President, Kristi Mailloux, says, 
"MOLLY MAID owners had an outstanding year in 2006. 
During our convention we shared the best-practices that were 
learned in 2006, renewed acquaintances, celebrated the 
success of all owners and recognized the exceptional 
contributions of our award winners."  
 
 About Molly Maid:  Molly Maid, based in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
is a member of Service Brands International, a group of 
service companies that provide a variety of time saving 
services ideally suited for today's active customer.   The 
residential cleaning franchise, ranked number one in the U.S., 
was founded in 1979.  Currently, more than 540 franchises are 
operating in the U.S., Canada, Japan, England, Portugal and 
Bermuda.  Molly Maid has been the recipient of numerous 
awards for entrepreneurism, software innovation and 
humanitarian causes, including the Ms. Molly Foundation, 
which provides assistance to domestic violence safe houses 
and shelters across the nation trough financial and personal 
care item donations.     
Robert S. Dillon, Molly Maid  
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What do you do when "networking groups" don't provi de you with  
the referrals that you need? 

 
You think outside the box and find them in other pl aces  

besides BNI or your local chambers.  

 
Sharan Tash,  Founder and CEO of The Professional Networker  (www.TheProNetworker.com)found her ideal places 
for networking.  
 
Sharan joined NAWBO (National Association of Women Business Owners) (www.NAWBOchicago.org)  3 years ago.  In 
her first year, she was awarded the National "Rookie of the Year" Award at NAWBO's National Conference in Orlando.  
This award is given to a new member that brought in over 25 new members in one year.  Sharan did it in 6 months.   
 
She was then asked to head up the Membership Development Committee last year in the suburbs.  Four leads groups 
were started by Sharan over the last two years which has increased NAWBO's membership to a new high. This year 
Sharan sits on the Board of Directors of NAWBO-Chicago and Chairs the Program Committee, the Speakers Bureau 
and Corporate Retention.  
 
She is an active member of the Affiliates, Connecting Points and Corporate Development Committees. Has she gotten 
business from this?  You bet!  But that is not enough. Sharan is a frequent presenter for the WBDC (Women's Business 
Development Center) (www.wbdc.org) on Relationship Networking.  Last year she presented to fellow WBE's (Women 
Business Enterprise)(www.wbenc.org) during their conference, on the skills needed to network with Corporations for 
procurement of services as a minority company.   
 
Sharan earned her WBE status in 2006 and uses the Federal ID for publicly held companies to get credit on their tax 
returns for doing business with a minority owned company. Has she gotten business from this?  You bet! Sharan has just 
accepted two new positions which she is sure will pay off in the future.   
 
She has accepted an Advisory Board position with The Center for Women (www.thecenterforwomennfp.org) in Lake 
County.  Dan Felix  and Sharan are both on the Programming Committee, and Sharan hopes to bring her vast 
knowledge of speakers to Lake County to present for The Center. Has she gotten business from this?  Not yet, but it has 
only been one month. Finally, Sharan has been asked to be an Ambassador for The Chicagoland Chamber 
www.chicagolandchamber.org).   
 
She has presented her dynamic presentation for The Chicagoland Entrepreneurial Center and is a frequent attendee at 
their programs.  She hopes to move up the ranks of the Chamber and give back any way she can.  Has she gotten 
business from this? You bet! Once Sharan's youngest son leaves for college in August (she will need a lot of support 
from her friends), Sharan hopes to pursue more Board positions.  She has found her niche and it doesn't feel like work at 
all.It is all about giving back to something you care about.  Things just fall into place. 

�  
Recent News:  I was accepted for membership in the National Speakers Association.  It took a year, but I finally met the 
requirements.   
 
Sharan Ilene Tash,  
Founder/CEO,  
The Professional Networker, Inc. 
http://blog.thepronetworker.com,.  847-571-0338 
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Keeping it Simple  
This section is designed for members to explain what they do and what is a good lead.     

1. Steve Schermerhorn - Park Ridge Stationers  - Office Supply Solutions for Business 
2. I sell pencils.  
3. A good lead is someone who knows how to use pencils or has the desire to learn.  Listen for someone complaining about their 
pencil usage, i.e. always breaking the lead, stabbing themselves in the hand, smearing, etc.   
 4. Andy Platt  - what the hell does he do?   I always see his lips moving but I never can understand what he is saying!  All I hear is 
BLAH BLAH BLAH.....  Is he just there for the scrumptious breakfast buffet? And don't get me started about Marty Gold .......   
Jeff Newcorn, R. Jeffrey & Associates, Inc.  
What I do:    I find money!  
Our work results in clients getting tax credits they might not ordinarily get.  Either they have not heard of the credits or have been 
unable to figure out how to calculate them.  The credits, which accrue to the business owner are either for hiring the 'less fortunate' 
or for being located in 'very low income areas.  
Good referrals: 

· Fast food owners or staffing company executives are best for us (although these credits work for most for-profit 
businesses) 

· CPA who wishes his/her client (who fits the profile above) would take these credits, but doesn't have the wherewithal to do 
this specialized work for them. 

· Businesses located in the poorer sections of most major cities (especially Chicago's near west and south side) 
Sue Diamond, Bread For the World 
I ask people for money. Jeff Newcorn  gets money for people, and I make sure they put it to good use!  
    I am a professional fundraiser and I work for a not-for-profit political advocacy group called Bread for the World. Bread is a faith-
based Christian organization (yes, I'm still Jewish, our members are mostly liberal Christians of all denominations) and we are the 
leading voice for poor and hungry people in Washington. We lobby (educate and influence) Congress for poverty focused 
development assistance and for laws and policy that encourage economic development to reduce poverty at its roots. We make 
change happen globally and in our own country.  
    I want to have a conversation with people who feel deeply about this issue. If you or anyone you know feels strongly that 
everyone deserves to have the chance to work their way out of poverty, that no one in our world today should be hungry and that 
every citizen can make a difference by joining an anti-hunger and poverty special interest group, then please think of me. Check 
out our website at www.bread.org, contact me at 847-945-2850 or sdiamond@bread.org. 
Randi Frank, Director of Development, The Center fo r Enriched Living 
The Center for Enriched Living is a not-profit organization dedicated to helping people with developmental disabilities lead full lives 
through social, recreational and life skill opportunities.  For The Center, a good referral is a person, age 9 to 90, who has a 
developmental disability (primarily mild to moderate mental retardation) and is looking for a place to “belong,” make friends, and 
learn new skills that will increase independence.  To learn more about the program choices available, interested people can call 
847-948-7001 and ask for the Outreach Coordinator. A good referral for me as head of the fundraising program is a person looking 
to give back in a charitable way through a financial donation, in-kind donation or with volunteer time. To learn more about The 
Center from either perspective, visit  www.CenterForEnrichedLiving.org. 
 Ron Isaacson. SPACE-MAN Home & Property Inspection s  
Good leads: buyers, sellers, owners and real estate investors within the Chicago 6 county area. Services: Explore and 
communicate property maintenance issues, energy efficiency, leak and problem sourcing, structural concerns and 
construction/remodeling quality control. 
Dan Felix, The Executive's Attorney 
What I do: I help facilitate smooth job transitions by negotiating non-competes and other legal obstacles to success. 
One good referral for me is someone in sales who is in the process of joining or leaving his employer. 
Patricia Berg-Drazin, Lactation Support Group 
We teach the lost art of breastfeeding.    We also carry a full line of breast pumps for sale or rent as well as accessories.     A good 
referral for me is any family expecting a child or healthcare professional who works with expectant parents or babies 
Brigitte Bernold, Back In Motion Massage Therapy, 1 630 Old Deerfield Road, Highland Park, 847-831-2211  
By appointment only. Evening hours available. Closed on Sundays and Tuesdays.  
Specializing in: Sports injuries as well as pre and post sport event treatments, Chronic pain, Tendonitis, Headaches, Stress 
management, Rehabilitation from car accidents or surgeries, Oncology massage, Health maintenance. Modalities used are deep 
tissue massage, myofascial release, stretching, Reiki, trigger-point therapy, Lomi-Lomi.  A good lead is anybody who is suffering 
from pain, is stressed out and/or wants to commit to taking good care of his/her body. 
Dennis M. Kleper, Vistage International 
I work with business owners and CEOs to help them grow their businesses and have the success they want. To do this, I build and 
manage separate peer groups for CEOs, key reports to CEOs and trusted advisors to CEOs.  These membership groups have 
confidential  monthly professionally facilitated meetings where they discuss the important issues that keep them up at night and 
work together to resolve these issues. To increase awareness and business knowledge, I often invite expert resources to speak to 
my groups and share their expertise. In addition to the groups, my members receive two hours of executive coaching monthly and 
have access to a confidential network of 13,000 CEO members in 15 countries. I am looking for business owners, CEOS, and key 
executive team members who want to grow their businesses and have the courage and compassion to get help and give help to 
other members of their peer groups. I run a similar group for trusted advisors i.e. companies or professionals who can provide 
services CEOs and their companies.  
Marty Faierstain, Sportsline Distributors Inc. 
Wholesale distribution of Major League Baseball and National Football League merchandise. Ideal customers are Grocery, 
Convenience store chains truck stops. 



 4

 

Keeping it Simple…. continued 
Rick Drazner-R. J. Drazner & Associates     

 

We are licensed Public Adjusters who represent home or business owners who sustain a loss from Fire; 
Flood; Windstorm; Water Damage; Vandalism; or Other Perils. Our representation serves to "Expedite" 
the owner's claim and to "Maximize" their insurance settlement. Our clients are further served and 
benefit from my background and experience as an Attorney. We make sure our clients won't get 
"Burned" After their Fire!   A good referral is anyone who suffers from a fire or other casualty loss to their 
home or business. 

 
Amy On Call  is a personal concierge and errand 
services company that provides a support system for 
executives and professionals.  Our clients come to us 
because they know we save them time and money, or 
they need to create more balance in their lives. We 
provide task relief in various areas so that you can focus 
your energy on your priorities and achieve your goals 
more rapidly. We also offer assistance to dual income 
families, new parents, seniors, and anyone who needs a 
helping hand. Our services include the following: 
 
· Grocery Shopping 
· Personal Shopping 
· Delivery/Pick-up Services 
· Business Services 
· Car Maintenance and Repair 
· House Checks 
· Wait Services for Deliveries and Repairs 
· Returns/Exchanges 
· Research       and much more… 
 
Call us today for your free consultation, and we’ll 
customize a package that is right for you. Time is 
precious and we’ll help you manage it more effectively. 
 
Amy Spitzer, Amy On Call 
Personal Concierge and Errand Services  
(847) 607-8116 (v) - (847) 607-8119 (f) 
Email:  aspitzer@comcast.net 

� � � � � �
"Goats & Gods:  A Study of Bungalow Additions Done 
Wrong & Right"  is being given the evenings of April 3rd 
and 5th by Chris Turley , a regular presenter for the AIA 
and the Historic Chicago Bungalow Assoc.  While 
specifically about bungalows the same guidelines apply 
for all projects.  IF you know of anyone considering a 
project, they might find this useful. Contact Chris. 847 
492 . 1617  Office 

� � � � �  
 
Book review from Success Skills Coach  Jim 
Rohrbach :  YES YOU CAN!  Behind the Hype and 
Hustle of the Motivation Biz   Author Jonathan Black 
gives the inside scoop on the "change leaders" in 
personal development industry, including motivational 
speakers, Toastmasters, the Landmark Forum, good ol' 
Nightingale-Conant and even coaching -- so you can find 
out here whether I'm a charlatan or not. 

 

Sue Diamond is just one of The Networking Group’s 
citizen activists working on change in the 2008 
elections. Sue is helping to organize meetings, events 
and house parties for those people who want to get 
involved with Barack Obama and his exciting bid for the 
Presidency. There will be a gathering of supporters 
getting together to hear from a high level member of 
the Obama ’08 campaign who will inform and inspire 
volunteers about the candidate, the issues and the 
movement. You’ll also see a video and have a chance 
to ask questions and explore the many facets of this 
historic Presidential run. Join Sue on Saturday April 
21st from 2:00-4:00 at the Highland Park Library. To 
reserve a place and/or to be notified of future events, 
contact Sue at sdiamond3208@sbcglobal.net or 
847.945.2850. 

� � � � � �

 
 

Dr. Lawrence Zager, a practicing oral surgeon, 
announces his move to new office space in downtown 
Chicago. Leslie Markman-Stern , president of Leslie 
M. Stern Design, LTD  was engaged by Dr. Zager to 
create an inviting and welcoming space for his clients. 
The full service commercial interior design firm 
specializes in space planning for new construction and 
renovations of exiting spaces.  
 
Leslie tells us, an area where alot of my commercial 
work is concentrating in, is medical practices.  “A good 
referral for me, is if anyone knows of a medical 
professional who would like to redo their office or who 
is moving to a new space.” 
 
Leslie Markman-Stern, ASID 
Leslie M. Stern Design, LTD  
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April is Custom Shirt Month at Robert Vance Ltd  
  
Discover the pleasure of wearing a shirt or blouse 
individually tailored to your distinctive taste and exact 
size.  
 
For the entire month of April take advantage of our 
semi annual buy 5 get the 6th shirt free offer. Shirts 
start at only $90.00 so stop in and make your 
selections from the 300 elegant fabrics offered from 
Individualized Shirts and let us help with the styling and 
measurements.  
 
On April 21st, a representative from Individualized 
Shirts will be in the store with additional special fabrics 
and to assist with your selections. Appointments are 
available with Jack Shniderman  at 847-478-0988. 

�

 

 

HELP WANTED 
 
Sportsline is looking for an experienced accounts 
receivable person. Contact Marty Faierstain  847-656-0300 
Marty@sportslined.com 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 
 
Individual 140 square foot first floor office is available at 
1650 Lake Cook Rd. in Deerfield. Office is furnished, has 
floor to ceiling windows, high speed internet, 24 hour 
access, and security guard. Immediate occupancy. 

If you are interested or know of someone who might 
be interested, please call Ben Reinberg  at 847-317-0077. 

Please send your news for the TNG monthly “What’s Ne w?” newsletter to: sdiamond@bread.org  
 

Please send it “news-ready”, so that it can be copied/pasted from your email directly into the newsletter. 
Don’t forget to include your name/company as you want it to appear versus using only  “I/me”.     
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