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What’s New? 
"You make a living out of what you get, but a life out of what you give"                                       www.thenetworkinggroup.biz 
May, 2008 
 
 
Marty Magida writes, “I am chilling in Vegas blowing off 
some steam from tax season.” 

� � � 
Book recommendation from Coach Jim Rohrbach: 
Never Give Up  Don't know if you think Donald Trump is 
repulsive from his TV image, but his latest book lays out 
how much adversity he's had to face -- like, how would you 
handle being several BILLION (with a B) dollars in debt??? 
It all comes down to persistence and having faith despite 
life's inevitable challenges, a timely message. 

� � � 

Carnegie Hall has become the newest client to process 
credit cards with Capital One Merchant Services, thanks 
to Ellen Edwards. After 6 months of legwork and 
negotiations, which included a visit to New York City, Ellen 
sealed the deal in April. Which demonstrates the truth of 
the well-known joke, based on a true incident: How do you 
get to Carnegie Hall? Practice, practice, practice. If you 
haven’t heard the story behind this, ask Ellen to tell you. 

� � � 

Technology for Humanity – Andy Vass: I can happily 
report that we are getting 500 computers from HSBC here 
in Northbrook over the next two months. We’re trying to 
contact Allstate for their computers as well. We procured 
150 from Mesirow Financial last month and about 60 
additional donations during the first quarter. This makes 
over 700 computers so far this year, through April 10

th
.  

  
I also arranged with Barrett Moving and Storage to donate 
one of their large trucks for such donations. They are a 
Chicagoland alliance partner of Allied Van Lines. HSBC
intends to provide another 500 or so by next year. 
  
We only accept Pentium 4 computers and monitors, 
printers and scanners; all less than 6 years old. Please tell 
your clients, vendors and colleagues about this. For more 
information, please visit www.technologyforhumanity.org., a 
registered 501c3 non-profit.  
 
Warmest regards,  Andy Vass 
Technology for Humanity, “A mouse in every house!” 
� � � 

Barry and Patti Silver's youngest son, Adam, graduates 
from the University of Southern California on May 16th. 
Adam will receive a degree in Neuroscience. After taking 
the MCAT exam this summer, Adam plans to apply 
to medical school. 
  
Immediately after graduation weekend, Barry is taking 
Adam and big brother Jeremy to hike the Grand Canyon 
and then chill out in Las Vegas for a few days-a trip which 
TNG'er Steve Feldman helped in arranging. 
 

Northbrook Bank and Trust was recently named the 
2008 Corporate Citizen of the Year as recognized by 
the Northbrook Chamber of Commerce.  Since opening 
in 2000, Northbrook Bank and Trust has made 
community service a top priority.  The Bank supports 
scores of organizations, including social service 
agencies, youth sports teams, food pantries, scout 
activities, senior programs, fine arts projects, business 
advocacy groups and organizations providing assistance 
for the disadvantaged.  Our very own, Kathy Nellis,
serves on The Center for Enriched Living’s Board of 
Directors. 
  
Northbrook Bank finally has a branch in Deerfield!!  
Any Deerfield resident knows that we have patiently 
waited for a suitable location in Deerfield.  Our new 
bank, Deerfield Bank and Trust is located at the corner 
of Waukegan and Deerfield Roads, in the old Shelby’s 
space.  Please come visit us and check out our 
attractive CD rates for Founders.   
  
From Kathy Nellis: “On a personal note, my middle son, 
Jack, age 14 is to be Confirmed by our church on 
Sunday, April 27

th
.  For our Jewish members, this is a bit 

like having a Bar Mitzvah, except a lot less expensive.”  
� � � 

Denise Siegel is away in Orlando this week for 
COVERINGS International Tile & Stone Trade Show. 
New Bronze Age Tile, Inc. has a booth in the Art Tile 
Village showcasing "New Bronze in New Ways." 

� � � 
Back In Motion Massage Therapy:   This year thank 
her with the perfect gift. A massage will bring her 
comfort, relaxation and a feeling of overall wellbeing. 
Mother’s day gift certificates are the ideal present to 
truly show your appreciation.  Pick up the certificates or 
we’ll send them to you.  Call and order today. 847-831-
2211 

� � � 
Alan S. Wernick did an Audio Webcast for West 
LegalWorks (westlegaledcenter.com) on the topic 
“Medical Information Data Breaches Medical Information 
Data Breaches: Legislative Remedies and Legal 
Protections.”   (May, 2008) 
Alan also participated in a Panel Discussion at 
Northwestern University Law School, Chicago, hosted 
by Microsoft & the Ponemon Institute, on the topic of 
“Information Ethics in a Web 2.0 World.” (May, 2008) 
 Additionally, an article by Alan titled "Issues in mergers 
& acquisitions —The prepared seller" was published in 
the Chicago Lawyer Magazine (April, 2008) 
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My Responsibilities & Reflections as a Friend of an Autistic Child 
 
By: Jacob Shaw 
(9-Year-Old Son of TNG Member/Executive Marketing Coach 
Nancy Shaw) 
 
 I have a friend named Tyler who I met in 1

st
 grade, when I 

had just moved to a new school.  He struck me as incredibly 
intelligent, an astonishing reader, and one of the most interesting 
kids in my new class.  Like I do, Tyler loves to read, play piano, 
attend performances, and hang out with friends.   He can 
memorize entire complicated songs and lyrics from movies or 
books, and he is my only friend who is as passionate about 
classical music as I am.  (Play Tyler the beginning of any 
classical piece and he is sure to scream out the composer!)  He is 
an astounding gymnast and plays athletic, board, and drawing 
games 100% fairly, never bending the rules.  Unfortunately, Tyler 
can’t have full conversations and is not very alert of his 
surroundings.  He is Autistic. 

Three years later, Tyler, who currently suffers from 
Autism, is still a wonderful friend of mine, but unlike me, Tyler 
can’t talk well, have a conversation, walk home with a friend by 
himself, or maintain many other responsibilities alone.  Our 
friendship is therefore somewhat limited by this terrible disease, 
at least for now.  
 Did you know that today 1 in 150 children are diagnosed 
with Autism?  Since boys are 4 times more likely to have Autism 
than girls, 1 in 94 boys are on the Autistic spectrum.  More 
children this year will be diagnosed with Autism than people 
diagnosed with AIDS, diabetes, and cancer combined.  That’s 
where I come in.   
 Helping Tyler has been great fun, hard work, and a 
learning experience for me in the complexities of friendship, peer 
responsibility, and special needs.  I often ‘correct’ his classroom 
aids, explaining to them why the way they are interacting with 
Tyler is not optimal since, now in 3

rd
 grade, I have learned the 

way Tyler’s parents and most successful assistants interact with 
him.  (Tyler’s parents joke that I should be included in their school 
team meetings to discuss progress and best approaches to 
working with Tyler!)  Wouldn’t it be great if Autism were simply a 
temporary condition for Tyler, and tomorrow he were able to walk 
home with me after school and have a long conversation about 
the different composers we both enjoy? 

That is why when Tyler’s brother, Spencer, asked if I 
would join him in his “mitzvah project” (i.e., good deed 
assignment prior to Bar Mitzvah), I was absolutely committed to 
helping raise money and awareness to help kids like Tyler.  

Here is how you can help me.  Please contribute 
whatever amount you feel comfortable to sponsor my 
participating in Walk Now for Autism. 

Visit this link and follow online instructions (easy, I promise). 
http://www.walknowforautism.org/chicago/personal/jacob 
 
All money raised will be given to Autism Speaks to fund 

research.   Donations are tax-deductible, of course. 
 
This is my first charitable activity independent of my family, 

and I’m excited to begin this life-long commitment to helping 
others.  Thank you so much for helping to fight this terrible 
disease which currently has no cure.    Thank you so much on 
behalf of Tyler.   

Ron Isaacson of SPACE-MAN Inspections has 
been asked by the I.A.E.A. ( Illinois Association of 
Energy Auditors) to help develop a new marketing 
initiative to home owners. With energy cost rising, a 
professional Home Energy Efficiency Analysis can 
provide recommendations for saving 20% on your 
utility bills. The I.A.E.A. is looking to create a range of 
consumer educational materials on transforming 
existing residential construction into   Energy Efficient 
Homes.  Yes, even you can live in an Energy Efficient 
Home.  
On a national level, Ron has just received an 
appointment to a new RESNET (Residential Energy 
Services Network) task force. The mission is to 
develop national standards and protocol for using 
Infrared Thermal Scanning as a diagnostic tool in the 
identification of active and potential Residential heat 
loss issues. Ron, is one of the few ASNT Certified 
Thermographers with a concentration in Building 
Sciences and the thermal dynamics of the built 
environment.    For more information; visit Ron’s web 
site at;  www.spacemaninspections.com    

� � � 

From Brigitte Bernhold, Back In Motion Massage 
Therapy: More Americans are Turning to 
Massage.  One in six American adults had a 
massage in the past year—25 million more 
Americans than 10 years ago, according to an annual 
survey commissioned by AMTA [American Massage 
Therapy Association]. When these surveys began in 
1997, only 8 percent of adults said they had a 
massage in the past year. In 2006, 18 percent said 
they had a massage in the past year. 
In the past, relaxation was the leading motivator for 
massage, but increasingly Americans are looking to 
massage therapy for medical reasons such as injury 
recovery, pain management, headache control, and 
overall health and wellness. 
In this year’s survey, 40 percent of adults said they 
have had a massage at some time to relieve pain. 
Thirty percent of people who had a massage in the 
past five years did it for health reasons other than 
stress relief. Fifty-three percent of those who 
discussed massage with their health care providers 
said their doctor recommended they get massage 
therapy. 
Many young adults feel massage can be a valuable 
part of their personal health routine. This year, 72 
percent of respondents aged 18 to 24 disagreed with 
the idea that massage is just a luxury. Ninety-two 
percent say they believe massage can be an 
effective way to relieve pain, while 48 percent have 
already had a massage to relieve pain. 
Older Americans are increasing their use of massage 
as well. Annual use has tripled over the past 10 years 
for those ages 55 to 64, from 7 percent in 1997 to 21 
percent in 2006, and for ages 65 and up, from 4 
percent in 1997 to 12 percent in 2006.  (from 
amtamassage.org, e-touch newsletter) 
Call Brigitte Bernhold to schedule an appointment.  
847-831-2211  
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Ted Tasky, CLU, ChFC, of Rabjohns Financial Group / 
New England Financial, has received the 2007 Gold 
Level Career Development Award from GAMA, the 
General Agents and Managers Association, the premiere 
financial services national management organization. 
 Ted has been hiring, training and coaching new and 
veteran financial advisors for 29 years and has earned 
recognition for his professionalism and success 
throughout his career.  He is dedicated to helping career 
changers build new careers with his firm and with helping 
advisors who aspire to greater levels of success to build 
their practices. 
  
Additionally, Ted is pleased to announce that MetLife, 
which is the parent company of New England Financial, 
 was included in the Top Companies for Executive 
Women by the National Association for Female 
Executives (NAFE). This is the third consecutive year that 
MetLife has achieved this honor.  Since 1972, NAFE has 
been supporting career success and financial security for 
its members by providing education, networking and 
public advocacy.  Its members, female executives and 
women business owners, are committed to NAFE’s vision 
of the advancement of women in the workplace.   

� � � 

 
Many TNG members don't know that HollyBarry House 
Ltd. consults on and fulfills "Market Positioning" projects 
for clients.  Years back, Holly Kahan worked with 
CitiGroup in developing Afro-centric gift baskets to 
acknowledge Black History Month in 179 bank locations 
throughout the USA.  It was so successful an outcome 
that she then created 163 Hispanic-oriented gift baskets 
for Cinco de Mayo celebrations at Citi's banks in 
Chicago, Dallas, Miami, Los Angeles, Washington DC, 
New York and other major cities.  If there is a 
demographic you want to acknowledge with items that 
reflect aspects of a specific culture, interest, industry or 
age group please contact Holly.  She has amazing 
resources to draw upon for your marketing needs...and 
you don't need to order volumes like CitiGroup did! 

� � � 

 
Beverly Bloom of BLOOMIN’ BOOKS will be taking 
orders for “McGruff and Me, Be Smart, Be Safe”, May 17 
in Willowbrook at National City Bank, 825 Plainfield Road 
and also at National City Bank in Waukegan at 1802 
Belvidere Road.  This book is licensed by the National 
Crime Prevention Council and teaches a valuable lesson 
to children about being safe.  There is no cost to you 
since National City Bank is paying for all the books sold 
at their Grand Openings.  So this is a great opportunity 
for you to get a personalized copy of this book for any 
children you know up to age 9.  At the Waukegan 
National City Bank, another book, “My School Fun Book” 
will also be offered free to you.  This book is written in 
both English and Spanish and teaches letters, numbers, 
colors and shapes.  It is a valuable tool for children 
learning to read.  This is a great opportunity to get a free 
personalized book for any children you know.  I hope to 
see many of you there. 
 

Jeff Newcorn writes:  “In the wake of my competing in 
the 112th running of the Boston Marathon on April 21st, I 
realized I do have a 'story' to tell.  One of personal 
accomplishment, but also one of encouragement to 
others in our group to find their own type of active lifestyle 
and to participate in it as much as possible. 

Turning 40 was a big event for me, as a former cross-
country runner in high school.  I had dreamed of doing a 
marathon by age 40, but my 39th birthday came and 
went without doing one.  So, after a successful 1/2 
marathon in Fox River Grove I took the plunge and 
signed up, and then ran the Madison (WI) marathon in 
May of 1996, five months before I turned 40.  And I was 
hooked!  Multiple marathoners like me find the initial 
running of a marathon so empowering, and a true life-
altering breakthrough, that they realize they can repeat 
this breakthrough for as long as their legs, joints, and feet 
hold up to the pounding.  Kind of a running 'junkie' kind of 
things.  Just ask Barry Silver about his triathlons and 
you are bound to find a similar sentiment. 

Running with a group (as I have done since 2000) makes 
it easier to do the months of training.  Plus I have the 
benefit of running with people with a similar interest-- we 
intend to run a marathon in every state!  I have run about 
15 states so far (plus one in Dublin Ireland).  I will be 
running the Grand Teton Dam Marathon in Idaho this 
June.  What a great and unique way to see our great 
country, and you won't find any friendlier people than 
runners.   

Living downtown affords me a great place to run (along 
the lakeshore) and bike (when it is not too crowded). 
Maybe one of these days I will see Da Coach (Jim 
Rohrbach) out there if I get up early enough on a 
Saturday morning.  But he may not notice me if I call out 
his name since he will be jammin' to the Grateful Dead. 
On the topic of biking, our self-name biking club, based 
out of Buffalo Grove (The Cyclopaths @ 
www.cyclopaths.us) does weekend rides on most warm 
weekend days, leaving from the Buffalo Grove area.  This 
summer six of us are doing the Western Michigan Ride, a 
7 day ride of 460 miles from Grand Haven up to 
Mackinaw. 

So, I do stay busy and active, as I hope most in our group 
would do as well; especially those entering our 50's and 
60's.  Active people feel good, are fun to be around and 
usually have interesting stories to tell.  I enjoy hearing the 
adventures of people like Barry Silver and Jim 
Rohrbach and Nancy Bouche.  I would like to hear or 
read about other people's adventures in our group in this 
category of athletic or adventure activities.” 
 

From Marty Gold: 
 

• Everything that IS was once IMAGINED!  Ted Joans 
 

• The difference between success and failure is simple; 
it's in your mind. C.J. 
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Member Profiles 
 
Stu Cohen 
Lou Malnati’s Catering  
3685 Woodhead Dr. 
Northbrook, IL  60062 
847-562-1918 
scohen@loumalnatis.com 
www.louscatering.com 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Catering and Special Events 

Services Offered 
 

• Business to Business Catering 

• Special Events Catering 

• Private Party Catering 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

• Business Owners/Decision Makers 

• Human Resource Directors 

• Administrative Assistants 

• Party Planners/Convention planners 
 

Lou Malnati’s Catering offers the same delicious deep-dish pizza made famous in their pizzerias, as well as a wide 
variety of other delicious foods. Select items from our traditional restaurant menu, or we can customize the menu to fit 
your requests.  Whether it is a private party for 20 people, or a corporate or special event for 2000 people,  
 
Lou Malnati’s Catering can handle all your needs.  Our professional party planners are ready to ensure that you will 
have everything you need to host a successful event.  Give us a call – we’ll take care of it all! 
 

 

 
Marilyn Fettner, MA, MCDP 
Fettner Career Consulting 
910 Skokie Blvd., Suite 213 
Northbrook, IL  60062 
(847) 831-0079 
Marilyn@FettnerCareerConsulting.com 
www.FettnerCareerConsulting.com 
 

 
 

Service/Consulting: 
Individuals 

Schools 
Corporations 

Services Offered 

• Career decision-making; personality/career assessment; 
entrepreneurship coaching 

• Resume writing; interview practice, including mock interviews 

• College planning and essay writing 

• Management development and public speaking/presentation coaching  

• Outplacement services 

Good Referral Sources 
Employment and Divorce Attorneys 

• Financial Planners 

• Recruiters 

• Human Resource Directors 

• High School Counselors 

WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO IN LIFE?  Marilyn has been successfully coaching students, and adults of all ages, to 
reach their career goals for 18+ years.  She knows what it takes to make a solid decision for a “Best-Fit” career.  Marilyn 
has helped people successfully enter new professions and industries, move up in organizations, start businesses, and 
redirect careers for varied life stages, personality styles and lifestyles.  She’s consulted with organizations to provide 
management coaching, internal career development to enhance employee job skills, and career transition for out-placed 
employees. 
MARILYN KNOWS WHAT WORKS AND WHAT DOESN’T.  WORK WITH THE BEST!   Marilyn has been quoted in 
Chicago Tribune’s 2007 Employment Outlook, she’s been a guest career consultant on NBC’s TV’s Starting Over, and is 
in “Who’s Who in American Women.”  She has served as Director of Training for McCormick Place/Navy Pier, Sales 
Manager for Coldwell Banker, and Director of Professional Development for the North Shore Board (now North Shore 
Barrington Association of Realtors).  She’s been a Certified Associate for Lee Hecht Harrison, a global career 
management firm, and has experience as a recruiter, corporate training consultant, freelance writer, and teacher.   She 
holds a MA in Human Resource Development, BA in Education, and is working on a MA in Counseling.  She is a Master 
Career Development Professional with the National Career Development Association, and has an Advanced Facilitation 
Certificate for Training and Development from the University of Chicago Graduate School.  She is also a Qualified 
Practitioner for the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (a personality preference assessment), from the Center for Applications of 
Psychological Type. 
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Dan Felix 
The Professional Trustee –  
  another unit of Felix Group, PC. 
625 Madison St. 
Evanston, IL 60202 
847-444-0251 
dan@FelixGroup.US 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Legal & Trust Services 

Services Offered 

• Flexible interpretation & application of trust terms  

• Provide insurance trust, Crummey & other notices; 

• Go-to for legal, financial, investment, & insurance 
advisers; 

• Handle checking accounts & tax payments;  

• Represent the trust in approved ventures;  

Good Referral Sources 

• The designated trustee is over-whelmed by her 
responsibilities or conflicts;  

• An institutional trustee is not available or appropriate; 
• The beneficiary is frustrated with the present trustee. 
• Alliances – those who are servicing wealthy individuals 
 

You’re familiar with The Executive’s Attorney (helping individuals with their employment situation) -- but what about The 
Professional Trustee – an even older unit of Felix Group, P.C.?   I’ve served as a trustee since 1994, earning an 
enthusiastic testimonial from the beneficiaries. 
  
What’s a trustee, you ask?   Well, sometimes wealthy folks put their assets in a box, called a trust for the benefit of 
themselves or their heirs.   The trustee is the manager of the trust – for those beneficiaries.    
  
Sometimes a family member serves as the trustee.   Where the family member can adequately perform the work, he is an 
excellent and economic choice.    Sometimes it makes sense to have a corporate trustee  – such as a bank.  
  
A professional trustee makes sense where there is no family member available or appropriate; or the corporate trustee is 
not desired, available or flexible enough.    I charge by the value of services provided.  

 
 

 
Randi Frank 
The Center for Enriched Living 
280 Saunders Road 
Riverwoods, IL 60015 
847-948-7001 x 219 
randi@CenterForEnrichedLiving.org 
www.CenterForEnrichedLiving.org 

 
 

 
 

Non-profit/Social Services 

Services Offered 
 

• Social, educational and recreational programs for 
people with developmental disabilities 

• Volunteer opportunities for teenagers and adults 

• Promotion of your businesses through sponsorships 
and cause-related marketing 

 

Good Referral Sources 
 

• Youth or adult with a developmental disability 

• Individual who wants to give back 

• Family foundations & corporations who are 
philanthropic and interested in equal rights and 
opportunities for people with developmental disabilities 

 
People with developmental disabilities go through life being told what they can’t do.  At The Center for Enriched Living 
we focus on what they can do. The Center is a 40-year-old non-profit community center that provides social enrichment, 
life long learning and recreation in a safe, fun and welcoming environment.  Making friends, socializing, and pursuing 
interests are all part of a typical life.  For someone with a develop [mental disability, a typical life is something 
extraordinary.  At The Center, we help people achieve a typical life. Open 7 days a week, and available to anyone in the 
Chicagoland area, The Center makes it possible for over 700 people a year to make friends, continue learning and 
develop the skills that make it possible to live and work with others. With Illinois ranked 50

th
 in the nation for supporting 

people with developmental disabilities, we depend on the generosity of individuals, foundations and businesses to provide 
funding to exist. 
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Dan “The Video Man” Gelfond 
Keepsake Family Tree Video 
2411 Shadow Creek Lane 
Riverwoods, IL 60015 
847-940-9999  
dan@danthevideoman.com 
www.danthevideoman.com 

 
 
 

Videography 

Services Offered 
 

• Filming Personal & Corporate Events 

• Creating Custom Video Montages 

• Interviewing Parents & Grandparents for their life stories. 

• Transferring old camcorder tapes to DVD 

Good Referral Sources 
 

• Party Planners. 

• Catering managers at Hotels 

• Anyone with photos and videos. 

• Anyone with living Parents or Grandparents 
About Keepsake Family Tree Video:  We have been in business for 10 years creating videos and now DVD’s to help 
people preserve their special moments and memories. We also help businesses promote their products, preserve 
corporate meetings, create video’s for their web sites and create montages for trade show booths.  Keepsake was 
originally formed to create video montages only, until a former TNG member asked Dan to film her wedding. Dan has now 
filmed 20 Bar Mitzvah’s and Weddings just from the members in the group, let alone all of the referrals. TNG made my 
business what it is today! 
 
About Dan “The Video Man”: After being an on-air personality at a radio station for a year, owning and operating The 
Chicagoland Time & Weather phones lines for 15 years and trading Options for 5 years, Dan became an interviewer  for 
Steven Spielberg’s “Survivor’s of the Shoah” Foundation where he interviewed Holocaust Survivors. After the experience 
Dan started his own video production company. Dan has a true passion for his work and loves to come up with creative 
ideas for clients and businesses.  Customer service is his hallmark and he treats each client like Gold.  
 
About Dan “The Family Man”:  Dan has been married for 5 years to the girl he dated for 5 years 31 years ago.  So now 
he has a wife, an ex-wife, 2 daughters, one step daughter and a female dog. Please feel sorry for him…. 
 
 

 
J.D. Gershbein 
Owlish Communications 
83 Jansen Lane 
Vernon Hills, IL, 60061 
847.651.8989 
owlishcommunications@comcast.net 
 

 
 

Freelance Copywriting 
Marketing 
Consulting 

Services Offered 

• Prepare and repair the written, digital and spoken word 

• Sales letters, newsletters, feature articles, essays, e-
zines, e-newsletters, ghost blogging, link baiting 

• Industry-specific humorous illustration and cartooning 
for website or hard-copy pieces 

Good Referral Sources 

• Business Owners & Entrepreneurs 

• Website Designers & Graphic Artists  

• Advertising Agencies  

• Marketing & Public Relations Firms 

• Computer Professionals 

• Health Care Practitioners 

I hear it all the time: “I know what I want to say; I just can’t write it.”   
From the top corporations in the global economy down to the humble, start-up entrepreneur, getting the message across 
is Priority One in today’s business world.  The mission of OWLISH COMMUNICATIONS is to work cooperatively with 
businesspeople who realize the value and power of effective writing in their marketing applications.  Whether the need is a 
simple sales letter, brochure or full-scale internet presentation, crafting copy with a voice that drives response is the 
desired outcome. 
 

J.D. Gershbein believes that writing for business is more than just choosing the right words or knowing where to put the 
comma.  It is about competitive advantage.  It is about finding the quickest path into the brain of the reader.  Humor has 
been widely documented as a sales catalyst.  J.D., a member of the American Cartoonists Society, incorporates 
cartooning into his arsenal of strategic copywriting services.  A customized comic strip that heightens credibility can be a 
powerful tool in positively impacting newsletter readers and website visitors. 
 

J.D. resides in Vernon Hills with his wife, Christine, daughters Kelsey, 15 and Kimberly, 13, their golden retriever, Blaze, 
and their two cats, Carmel and Ying-Yang. 
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Marty Gold 
Pro Star 
155 Revere Dr Suite 6 
Northbrook, IL 60062 
847-509-9828 
marty@prostargroup.net 
www.prostarpromotions.com 

 
 
 
 

Promotional Items 

Services Offered 

• A thorough evaluation of your audience and marketing 
objectives  

• Developing an effective theme and detailed plan of action  

• A search of our database to determine imprinted items that 
will best execute your plan  

• Overseeing the success of your promotional plan from start 
to finish 

Good Referral Sources 
 

• Corporations that do trade shows 

• Promotional products offer a unique opportunity to 
get your company's name out to its target market 
— and keep it there 

 

Superior benefits of promotional products:  Promotional products deliver lasting value and impact that conventional 
advertising just can't provide. Long after an advertising message disappears, promotional items imprinted with your logo 
or message offer a tangible reminder of your company. And they are far more cost-effective and accessible than 
conventional advertising. Whether you're a Fortune 100 company, a small business or a nonprofit organization, imprinted 
promotional products offer a promotional solution that's appropriate for you. 
 
Pro Star specializes in imprinted, embroidered and screen printed products, which will maximize your company's 
marketing goals from employee incentives, awareness building campaigns, trade show hand-outs and holiday gift giving. 
Whether you are looking for shirts, jackets, mugs, pens, paper, calendars, magnets, golf balls.. I will find just what you're 
looking for at the very best price. 
 
Pro Star is committed to identifying the needs of our customers and providing creative solutions with complete quality 
assurance.   Pro Star Promotions, Inc., we combine our strong local presence with a worldwide selection of promotional 
products to give you the best in customized marketing solutions. 

 

 
Steve Gold 
Regent Decorating Service, Inc. 
2815 Pawnee Circle 
Glenview, IL   60026 
847-272-8014 
Touchup2000@comcast.net 
 

 

 
 
 

Home & Office Painting Contractor 
Color Consultant 

 
 
 

Services Offered 
 

• Interior/exterior painting 

• On-sight custom color mixing and matching 

• Decorative faux wall finishes 

• Wood staining and finishing 

• Wall touchup and blending 

• Drywall & plaster repairs 

Good Referral Sources 
 

• Individuals looking to transform their personal surroundings in an 
ambience that says something special about themselves. 

• People who need assistance in finding the rights color tones to 
match or harmonize with their home furnishings and lifestyles. 

• Individuals seeking a professional with over 40 years of hands-on 
experience to answer technical questions regarding painting. 

 
Steve Gold is a third generation journeyman painter who has kept the family business going beyond its 60

th
 year with the 

goal of maintaining consistent quality and customer satisfaction.  I have a passion for what I do.  To this day I still work on 
site with my customers, personalizing their experiences with the goal of achieving complete satisfaction. This is evidenced 
by the fact that nearly all of my work comes from word of mouth referrals.  I work directly with home owners or their 
interior decorators to present custom samples that are created before their eyes to help lessen the confusion in making 
the colors all work together.  Changes can be made immediately based on the customer’s needs or desires.  The end 
result…a dramatic change in getting it perfect – rather than just okay – the first time, without the endless time and costs of 
having to do it over and over again. 
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Please send your news for the TNG monthly “What’s New?” newsletter to: 
News@TheNetworkingGroup.biz (Link available on our website) 

 
 
 

 
Rich Goldberg 
Fastsigns®-Morton Grove 
7911 Golf Rd. 
Morton Grove, IL 60053 
847-967-7222 
www.fastsigns.com/29 
 

 
 
 

 
Quality Signs. Done Right. On Time.® 

Services Offered 
 

• Posters, Banners, Trade Show Displays 

• Vehicle Lettering, Magnetic Signs 

• Name Badges, Engraved Signs, Architectural Signs 

Good Referral Sources 
 

• Meeting planners 

• Hospitals, not-for-profit organizations 

• Anyone who exhibits at trade shows 

• Real estate professionals 
 

Since 1989, we have been a leader in providing quick service and expert advice in designing and producing signs and 
graphics. Count on us to meet your business objectives, your time frame and your budget. Whether you need signs that 
direct, promote or inform, FASTSIGNS®-Morton Grove can do it all. We provide a wide range of alternatives including 
banners, posters, trade show displays, vehicle lettering, special event and meeting signs, large format printing, name 
badges, site signs, window lettering, engraved signs and much more. FASTSIGNS®-Morton Grove is your best source 
for quality output and a no hassle buying experience! No one knows your business like you do and no one knows signs 
like FASTSIGNS®-Morton Grove. Together we can create compelling, cost effective signage to meet all your needs. 
 

We are proud to announce a New Feature to the What’s New Newsletter! 
J.D. Gershbein of Owlish Communications will be contributing a cartoon to the TNG Newsletter periodically.   It will 
contain a character J.D., has created named, “Will Banter”, who is involved in humorous networking situations.   We 
hope you will enjoy this new addition.    Thank you to J.D.  
 

 


