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April, 2008 
 
 

 
The 2008 Buddy Baseball  volunteer sign-up schedule is 
now posted on the TNG website under the “News” page.  
Buddy Baseball  is a program run by Dean and Leslie 
Klassman , which gives special needs children the 
opportunity to play baseball.   Volunteers are needed to 
assist the children.  If you have teen-age or older 
children, it would be a wonderful experience for them to 
help others. High-energy cheering spectators are also 
needed, so stop by, join in the fun, and catch a great 
game of Buddy Baseball!   

 

OCP has Acquired "SUDSATIONAL"  a multi location auto 
detailing and hand car wash company. Sudsational " The 
Spa For Your Car " has Illinois retail locations in Downers 
Grove, Addison, and Crest Hill.   Look for more locations 
soon.   Scott Greenberg 

� � � � �  
Sue Diamond  will be speaking at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Cleveland on April 10th at a program on 
concentrated poverty in America. Sue travels the Midwest 
for Bread for the World speaking to philanthropists and 
activists who are engaged in the work of ending hunger 
and extreme poverty.  
Susan Diamond, www.bread,org 
 

� � � � � �
Coach Jim Rohrbach  has this book recommendation: 
Everyday Greatness: Inspiration for a Meaningful Li fe 
This is a compilations of dozens of short inspirational 
stories and quotes from Reader's Digest -- a great book to 
keep on your nightstand..  

� � � � � �
Holly Kahan  of HollyBarry House  wishes to thank Al 
Levin   from Laner Muchin  for his continued use of her 
"Reminder Service".  Al gave Holly the birthdates of his 
wife, daughter, mother, and secretaries as well as his 
wedding anniversary date; and Holly contacts him a few 
weeks before each date to see if he'd like  HollyBarry 
House  to send something out as his gift.  Al sets the price 
point, any thoughts he may have as to the type of gift, 
what he wants written on the gift card, and Holly takes 
card of the rest.  What a "win-win" situation for all. 
Thanks, Al, for letting us be of service over the past few 
years. 

� � � � � �
Over 550 professionals attended the Crain’s Small 
Chicago Business Women’s Business Forum at the 
MidAmerica Club on March 5th; Sharon Weinstein  was 
one of 4 featured panelists.  The program was outstanding 
and follow up will be published in a future edition of 
Crain’s.    �

� � � � � �
Mary Jane Derex  is pleased to announce that she has 
been given the opportunity to participate on an Earthwatch 
expedition as a winner of the 2008 "Innvironments 
Earthwatch Challenge."  Innovations In Wallcoverings has 
teamed up with Earthwatch Institute, a nonprofit 
organization that supports scientific research worldwide, to 
reward those who have demonstrated a commitment to 
sustainable design.  Mary Jane will participate in the 
expedition of her choosing working alongside a leading 
conservation scientist assisting in vitally important 
environmental efforts. 

HELP WANTED 
Part-Time Administrative Assistant; Buffalo Grove /  

Arlington Heights Area 
 
Klassman Financial Services  is looking for a part-time 
administrative assistant; 15-20 hours per week, flexible 
hours.  Light typing and good phone skills required. 
 
The last time I asked for a part-time assistant Jeff 
Weinman  stood up and said his wife would be perfect.  I 
am happy to say that she has been with me for the last 7 
years and has done the best job of any assistant I have 
ever had. 
 
E-mail resume to dean@klassmanfinancial.com or call 
Dean Klassman  at 847-454-0660 
 
Thanks, 
Dean 
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New Bronze Age Tile 80 piece custom bronze tile 
surround in limestone fireplace.  Denise Siegel's son, 
Russell, a graduating Masters student, has won the 
Commencement Prize at Columbia College with his poetry. 
Besides the prize he'll read his poem to the 3000 attendees 
at the undergraduate/graduate ceremonies this May. 
 
Denise Siegel, President 
New Bronze Age Tile, Inc.  
www.newbronzeagetile.com 

� � � � � �
�

And the Award goes to. . .   
Every year the Gliterati of the Illinois Technology 
Association (ITA) hosts a gala event called CityLights to 
honor outstanding information technology companies, 
executives and advocates in Illinois.  A highlight of the 
evening is the awards presentation.  This year, Ifbyphone 
(see Mark Bromberg ) has been selected as one of the 
final 5 nominees for the Newcomer Award. 
  
The Newcomer Award is given to the company that has the 
strongest potential to emerge from its start-up phase and 
distinguish itself in the technology marketplace. 
 �
Mark Bromberg 
Ifbyphone, Inc.  
VoiceMarketer Channel Manager 
 

hurriKane Solutions Revs Up for Chicago 
Motorcycle Training Company 
 

Chicago, IL – Chicago Website Design firm hurriKane 
Solutions, LLC  has helped Chicago Motorcycle 
Training company gear up for the 2008 riding season 
with a new and exciting e-commerce website.  Ride 
Chicago’s website (www.ridechicago.com) provides
prospective students and customers in the Chicago 
area a place to learn about motorcycle safety and sign 
up for one of the hundred classes offered to motorcycle 
enthusiasts.  “Ride Chicago came to hurriKane 
Solutions  with a business model that needed a custom 
designed website and e-commerce system that was 
created to their exact needs.” said Seth Kane , 
Managing Partner of hurriKane Solutions .  “Having 
created websites for other companies in the motorcycle 
industry gave us a big advantage in designing a 
website that would speak directly to Ride Chicago 
customers.”  
 

hurriKane Solutions  created a new brand identity and 
a compelling website that will allow Ride Chicago to 
take their business to multiple levels for local and 
national locations.  The new site integrates a 
comprehensive schedule for prospective student that 
allows them to find a class by the day, time, location 
and month.  In addition to an online schedule, the site 
allows prospective students to register and reserve a 
spot in classes using a safe and secure e-commerce 
experience. 
  
“hurriKane Solutions  was not only the company that 
had the technical expertise to help us with our complex 
needs, but they were the only one that we felt would 
give us the most attention” said Brad Boehner, 
President of Ride Chicago.  “Our site not only gives 
information for all of our motorcycle training classes, it 
also gives our staff the tools to streamline the behind-
the-scenes work which is required for making a 
successful Chicago Riding Class,” said Boehner 
 

About Ride Chicago:   
Ride Chicago motorcycle lessons are designed to 
provide students of all skill levels with the instruction 
they need to achieve their motorcycle riding goals.  By 
combining a multimedia classroom experience with 
more on-bike training than any other motorcycle riding 
school, Ride Chicago offers the most comprehensive 
educational experience available. 
 

About hurriKane Solutions:  
Chicago-based hurriKane Solutions  provides e-
commerce websites and online solutions that affect and 
improve the bottom line for their clients.  hurriKane 
Solutions focuses on designing websites that make an 
impact, and specializes in making clients' websites 
compliant for disabled users as well using AAA and 
Section 508 Compliance.  Information about the 
Chicago Website Designs provided by hurriKane 
Solution s can be found at www.hurrikane.com, or by 
calling (312) 285-0408. 
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I'm sure we speak for everyone in this group when we say that sadly we have all been touched on our lives by 
someone who has or has had cancer.  As sad as this is for us as adults, it is even worse when it affects our 
children.  While Greg lost his mom to cancer in her early 50s, both of our daughters lost friends at a very young age.  
Beth was in 2nd grade and lost a friend to stomach cancer, and Jean was in 7th grade and lost a very close friend to 
brain cancer.   
  
It spurred Jean and Beth to become very active in a local fund raiser called Relay for Life .  Sponsored by the 
American Cancer society it is teams of people camp out at schools and parks and take turns walking or running 
around a track or path. Each team is asked to have a representative on the track at all times during the event. 
Relays are an overnight event, up to 24 hours in length.  
 
Teams of people from all walks of life have fun while raising much-needed funds to fight cancer and raise awareness 
of cancer prevention and treatment.  
 
Relay For Life  is a life-changing event that brings together more than 3.5 million people to: 
· Celebrate the lives of those who have battled cancer. The strength of survivors inspires others to continue to fight. 
· Remember loved ones lost to the disease. At Relay, people who have walked alongside people battling cancer 

can grieve and find healing. 
· Fight Back. We Relay because we have been touched by cancer and desperately want to put an end to the 

disease. 
 
Both of our children participated at the relay here every year since junior high.   It is a very moving 24 hours. 
 
While we are always proud of our children there are times when they go above and beyond our expectations.  Our 
daughter Jean has taken the role of team Captain for the Delta Zeta Relay for Life team at Illinois State University 
in a few weeks. 
  
If you wish to make a donation to support the fight against cancer please go to: 
   

http://main.acsevents.org/goto/delta_zeta_isu  then click on roster for Delta Zeta then click on Jean Kalisky 
then click on donate.              We thank you for your support. 

 

   
Greg Kalisky 
847-541-4102 
Greg@Ultrahandyinc.com 
 

 EXCEL INCORPORATED 
Merle Kalisky 
President 
847-541-4009 
excelincorporated.com  

 

Sharon Weinstein's  new book, B is for Balance, will be released in mid-April and available on Amazon 
and Border's sites. 
 
We talk about our professional lives and our personal lives as if they can be separated. The truth is 
you have one life to live. The balance between work and life is a reflection of the balance within 
you. Life/work balance is a barometer for well-being: personal, professional, family and community 
well-being. B is for Balance is about you – the professional, the multi-tasker, the ‘be all things to 
all people’ leader. T.S. Eliot said, “Finding a way to live the simple life is one of life's supreme 
complications.” We explore the simple life and how it can translate into balance for you. 
 
B is for Balance will attract those who are juggling multiple responsibilities at home, at work, and 
within the community. Readers will identify with the need to create life/work balance for personal 
and professional growth. Much of the information in this book will mirror one’s own life, and 
establish an impetus for change. May the reader be inspired to act, to focus, and to achieve. 
 
Sharon M. Weinstein, MS, RN, CRNI, FAAN  
Certified Physical and Environmental Wellness Specialist 
President, Global Education Development Institute and Core Consulting Group LLC 
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Julie Corrine Audino 
Just Be Fit Inc. 
 
420 Lake Cook Rd. , Suite 101 
Deerfield, IL 60015 
224-659-1865 
Jcaudino@gmail.com 
www.justbefitinc.com 
www.julie4aweek.com 

 
 
 
 

Fitness Specialist 

Services Offered 
 

· 1 on 1 Personal Training 
· 2 on 1 Personal Training 
· Post-Rehabilitation Training 
· Lifestyle Coaching 
· Creating permanent healthy habits 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Client looking to make lifestyle changes 
· Client liking to increase core strength, flexibility, 

endurance and/or posture 
· Experienced personal trainers/specialists 
· Experienced Physical therapists 

Julie Corrine Audino  loves helping her clients and is committed to helping individual create lifestyle changes.  
Creating health in your life is a combination of mind, body and spirit.  The entire person has to be taking into 
consideration in order to make permanent changes. Moving beyond limiting beliefs you may have about yourself will 
allow you to push your body beyond its current perceived limits and achieve the optimal body you are looking for.  
Fitness and nutrition is truly simple it just has to be something that you are ready to commit to!!!  That part is all up to 
you!  My passion is being the one to help guide and support you to a healthy Lifestyle! 
 
Julie believes living in the moment is the way to truly experience all that life has to offer and that the simple things in life 
hold the most beauty.  Change is created by stepping out of your comfort zone as well as creating new positive 
thoughts, emotions, and actions.  Then just having faith that life knows what its doing! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Beverly C. Bloom 
BLOOMIN’ BOOKS 
 
140 Manchester Dr. 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 
847-520-4984 
bbloom@bloomin-books.com 
Website www.bloomin-books.com 

 
 

Children’s Books 
Children’s Gifts 
Keepsake Gifts 

Unique Children’s Gifts  

Services Offered 
 

· Personalized books for children 
· Create lifetime memories with these keepsake gifts 
· Overnight turnaround time 
· Subjects of interest to boys or girls 

  
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· People who know children 
· Anyone needing to give a child’s gift 
· Anyone who values reading 
· Companies wanting to give personalized books to a class 
· Banks wanting to give a book to children opening savings 

account 
· Schools wanting to use the book to teach letters, numbers, 

colors, shapes 
· Companies give these books to clients with children 

“Reading is fun when the story is about you!” 
Personalized books are a gift that is fun for everyone:  adults and children.  This unique gift will be a lifetime keepsake 
because the child’s name and the names of his friends or siblings become a part of the story.  These books can be 
personalized overnight and include stories of various interests for boys and girls from newborns to age 9.  Encouraging 
reading has been the goal of BLOOMIN’ BOOKS  for the past 13 years. 
 
As a former teacher, I like to make a child feel special when he sees his name and his friends’ names in a story.  A child 
who feels special is better able to learn. He learns that reading opens worlds of information and pleasure. 
TODAYS’S READERS ARE TOMORROW’S LEADERS!  
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Mark Bromberg 
Ifbyphone, Inc 
 
880 Bronx Ave 
Skokie, IL  60077 
877-295-5100 
mbromberg@ifbyphone.com 
www.Ifbyphone.com 

 
 
 

IT Office Telephone Systems 
Web Site Improvement 

Marketing  

Services Offered 
 

· Trackable Toll Free Phone Numbers 
· Auto Attendants 
· Broadcast Marketing 
· Interactive Voice Response Solutions 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Web Developers 
· Marketing consultants 
· Advertising Agencies 
· Graphic Design Firms 
· Telco reseller 

 

The more you talk to your customers the more business you will close.  Ifbyphone provides tools that add new 
functionality to your phones making them a proactive tool in growing your business.   Regardless of the phone 
equipment you have; land line, cells, or VoIP, the Ifbyphone tools will work to intelligently route calls; integrate your 
phone with your web site and e-mail marketing; and conduct and manage outbound call campaigns.  
 
Ifbyphone tools include: 
- TRACKABLE TOLL FREE & LOCAL PHONE NUMBERS that allow you to assign specific dial-in numbers to different 
marketing efforts so you can determine which components of your marketing are working and to what degree. 
- INTELLIGENT CALL ROUTING building blocks allow you to control how your calls are answered based on time of day, 
geography of the caller, etc. 
- BROADCAST MARKETING helps you maintain contact with your customers with personalized automated messages.  
This is not blind cold calling, but targeted calls to specific customers.  For example, an auto dealer could remind 
customers that 2.5 months have passed since their last oil change, or a doctor could remind patients of their 
appointments. 
CLICK-TO-CALL to create direct connections between your phones and your web site, e-mail marketing, or other web 
based client communications. 
 
Personal: My wife Miriam and I live in Skokie with our two kids Joseph & Lena. 

 
 

 
Susan Diamond  
Donor Relations - Midwest 
Bread for the World  
HAVE FAITH. END HUNGER.      
 
205 W. Monroe Suite 3 
Chicago, IL 60611 
Direct 847.945.2850 
www.bread.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit 

Services Offered 
 

· Advocacy on poverty focused development 
assistance and domestic nutrition programs 

· Research on root causes of hunger  
· Policy development to end hunger and extreme 

poverty 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Individuals looking to expand their philanthropic portfolio 
· Professional advisors who work with wealthy clients looking 

to use their resources to benefit society 
· Foundations with a mission to serve the local or 

international community 
 

Sue Diamond  covers 10 states in the Midwest as a donor relations officer for Bread for the World . This wonderful 
organization serves as a collective voice urging our nation’s decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad.  By 
changing policies, programs and conditions that allow hunger and poverty to persist, we provide help and opportunity far 
beyond the communities in which we live.   
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Mary Jane Derex  
Mary Jane Derex Interiors 
 
7929 Central Avenue 
Morton Grove, IL  60053 
847.965.8484 
maryjane@mjderex.com 
www.mjderex.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Designers, Residential, Building  

Services Offered 
 

· Furniture placement and selection 
· Lighting plans and selection 
· Window treatments, wallcoverings, and paint 

selection 
· Flooring and rug selections 
· Bathroom and kitchen remodels 
· Built-ins, ie. entertainment units, closet systems, 

wall units 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Homeowners intending to put money into their home 
· Realtors 
· Vendors, ie. plumbing fixture suppliers, lighting 

suppliers, rug vendors etc. 
· Kitchen Designers 
· Contractors 
· People in the alternative health industry 

We are enjoying our 21st year in business.  We take on projects as large as helping clients with the hundreds of 
decisions in building a home to jobs as small as a two hour consultation.  When building a home, the ideal time to hire a 
designer is during the blue print phase of the project.  Small changes can be made that will cost little or nothing to make 
but will result in dramatic differences in the finished project.  A two hour consultation would be for a homeowner who 
wishes to do the work themselves but could use a little guidance.  We can make suggestions on furniture placement 
and lighting.  We can pick out paint colors, answer all your questions, inspire you and suggest where to go for the 
purchases you need to make. 
 
We specialize in designing bathrooms, simply because we have been called upon to remodel more bathrooms than any 
other room in the house.  Another one of our specialties is green and healthy designing.  Mary Jane has a passion for 
the environment.  She has also been struggling with health issues for many years.  In her quest to regain her health, 
she has discovered that most of the products typically used to build, remodel and furnish a home outgas harmful 
chemicals into the air.  Her firm is very knowledgeable and experienced in using healthier choices in every single phase 
of the building and furnishing process.  We welcome the opportunity to share that knowledge with anyone who is 
interested.  Begin by visiting our website or just give us a call. 

 
 

 
Ellen Edwards 
Capital One Merchant Services 
 
203 N Kenilworth Avenue, #4G 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
708-848-0022 
www.capitalonebank.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Financial Services  

Services Offered 
 

· Credit and debit card acceptance 
· Customized gift card programs 
· Online.payment processing solutions 

 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Business owners or finance managers. 
· Accountants, payroll services 
· Anyone whose clients are retailers, restaurants, or 

internet businesses 
 

Capital One Merchant Services’  clients are often pleasantly surprised at how much money they can save using our 
service, but also how easy it is to reach our knowledgeable and pleasant customer service people. We make it easy 
and affordable for a business to take credit cards, from a one-person consulting or service business all the way up to a 
multi-location retail business or web-based business. We have solutions of all sizes. 
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Steven L. Brown, President 
Stratego Partners 
 
445 Shannon Road 
Deerfield, Illinois 60015  
847.317.9386  
847.910.1682 (mobile) 
sbrown@strategopartners.com 
www.strategopartners.com 
 

 
 
 

Management Consultants 
 

Experts in Profit Improvement   
and Cost Saving Strategies  

 
 

Services Provided 
 

· Profit improvement and cost savings  
· Management, acquisition and due diligence 

consulting services  

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Trusted advisors to the “C Suite” 
· Lawyers, Bankers, Accountants, and Management 

Consultants 
 

 
About Stratego…  
Stratego Partners  works with clients to identify profit improvement and cost saving strategies.  We are passionate 
about our work, and we are tightly aligned with our client’s objective to improve its profitability.   
 
We work with CEO's, COO's and CFO's of public and privately owned companies ranging in size from $50 million to 
$2 billion in annual revenue.  
 
Stratego  focuses on the non-core cost structure of our client's business.  Our fees are performance based, and we 
share in our client's first year savings.  We guaranty our work, we guaranty our results and we guaranty our fees.  
 
Most of our work is performed off-site.  We work collaboratively, and we are respectful of our client's time and internal 
resources.  For more information about Stratego's service offering, business model and examples of recent client 
results, visit our web site at www.strategopartners.com.   
 
About Steve Brown…  
Steve founded Stratego  in 2002 and lives in Deerfield with his wife, Debbie, his son, Jake, and his Labradoodle, 
Sierra.  Steve received his BA from Johns Hopkins and his MBA from the University of Chicago.  He has been the 
President of the Johns Hopkins University Alumni Chicago Chapter for 15 years.  Steve enjoys sports, movies and spy 
novels.   

 
 
 
 

 

Please send your news for the TNG monthly “What’s Ne w?” newsletter to: 
News@TheNetworkingGroup.biz (Link available on our website) 

We're Going Green. Come With Us. Our theme for this 
year. We are replacing chemicals with cedar oil and Plus 
Natural Enzymes this year. Ask for a new A-Plus brochure.�
 �
Also: I emailed you before about the theme song for the 
Backlot Bash last summer. The video and song can be 
found on You Tube. Type in “Rick Skokie” to see it.�
 �
Rick Moskovitz, President �
A-Plus Pest Control, Inc. �
 

�
 �

Welcome New Members! 
 

 

�� Scott Singer  and Alan Koltun  of  
S& K Property Management   
 

�� Victor Miceli  of  
Des Plaines Office Equipment   
 

�� Jeff Epstein  of  
Right Point Consulting  
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�  Please visit the TNG Website for flyers referencing events below, which are not posted in the newsletter 

http://www.thenetworkinggroup.biz/news 
�

 
 

April is a very special month at Robert Vance Ltd . 
 

April is the month of our  
semi annual custom shirt event.  

All month long it's buy 5 shirts & get the 6th free.  
 

Discover the pleasure of wearing shirts individually 
tailored to your distinctive taste and exact style. 

We also host two special tailored  
clothing "Trunk Shows" 

 
April 4th and 5th :  Coppley Apparel Suits and 
Sport Coats offered in 100's of fabrics from the 

finest mills in the world and made in your size and 
style in just two weeks! Orders taken during this 

event are offered at a 10% discount 
 

April 17th, 18th, and 19 th:  Samuelsohn Clothing 
 

The finest in hand made tailored clothing from 
Montreal. Samuelsohn also offers their classic in 

stock program. Orders taken during this event are 
offered at a 10% discount 

This is the last few weeks to purchase a 
chance to win a Shelby GT500 convertible 

or $40,000 in cash. 
 

Randi Frank, CFRE  
The Center for Enriched Living  

 

 

 
Executive pastry chef, Gale Gand (right) of Riverwoods, and Buffalo 
Grove resident, Elizabeth Gottlieb, a member of The Center for 
Enriched Living, will be among the 30+ restaurants and culinary 
providers at Chefs’ Night & More  on April 28 th at the Lincolnshire 
Marriott Resort.  Tickets are $90 each and benefit The Center for 
Enriched Living , a non-profit community center for youth and adults 
with developmental disabilities. www.CenterForEnrichedLiving.org 
  

Randi Frank, CFRE 
The Center for Enriched Living 
 
*** Visit the TNG Website “NEWS” page for more information 

on the 8th Annual Chefs’ Night & More  *** 

Plan on attending the Chicago Public Radio Global 
Activism Expo , Wednesday April 16th, 6:00 p.m. at the 

Broadway Armory, 5917 N. Broadway, Chicago. 
 

The Networking Group can take advantage of discount 
pricing for only $8 by registering as Bread for the World  
members, courtesy of Sue Diamond, who is helping to 

promote this wonderful family-friendly event. Learn about the 
different people and organizations who provide solutions to 

global challenges in creative ways.  
 

Hear from Jerome McDonnell, host of the award-winning 
Worldview radio program. Stop by and visit the "Working 

Bikes Cooperative" booth and find out more about the great 
cause that we're supporting at TNG.  

 
For more information, contact Sue Diamond  at 

sdiamond@bread.org or 847-945-2850. 
 
 

*** Visit the TNG Website “NEWS” page for more information 
on the Chicago Public Radio Global Activism Expo  *** 


