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What’s New? 
"You make a living out of what you get, but a life out of what you give"                                       www.thenetworkinggroup.biz 
May, 2009 
 
 
“I was chosen to attend a three day continuing education 
institute in Salt City for select Smith Barney Financial 
Advisors in Salt Lake City, Utah (April 21-23rd).  Some of the 
topics covered included:  1) Repairing portfolios after 2008   
2) Proper use of Social Security Benefits, and 3) How to 
attain more energy.  We were also given a wonderful book 
called  " Peaks and Valleys", by Spencer Johnson (author of 
"Who Moved My Cheese").   I read the book and ordered 
copies for my family - it is that good.  It talks about how to 
deal with life's inevitable up and downs.” 

Kevin H. Green, CFP, CIMA 
Smith Barney 

� � � 

Coach Jim Rohrbach's book recommendation:  The 
Sandler Rules: 49 Timeless Selling Principles and How to 
Apply Them  Dave Mattson, the CEO of Sandler Training, 
channels the late, great David Sandler's superior sales 
ideas.  Rule #50:  If you liked You Can't Teach A Kid To Ride 
A Bike At A Seminar and Close The Deal, you've GOT to get 
this book! 

� � � 

Kathy Nellis from Northbrook Bank writes:   
WHAT IS THE GOVERNMENT DOING TO HELP THE 
SMALL BUSINESS OWNER? 
 
The Federal government is making it easier and less costly to 
get a small business loan.  There are changes in both the 
SBA’s 7(a) and 504 Loan Programs that eliminate fees and 
increase guarantees making it easier to qualify for a loan.  If 
you know of someone considering the purchase of 
commercial real estate and/or equipment for their business, 
please direct them to me (knellis@northbrookbank.com or 
847-418-2812) and I can help walk them through the maze of 
resources that the SBA has to offer.   
 
In addition, the City of Chicago has established the Small 
Business Improvement Fund (SBIF) to help revitalize 
Chicago’s neighborhood businesses by making improvement 
grants available in selected Chicago neighborhoods. 
Qualifying applicants can use the grant money to cover up to 
75% of the cost of remodeling work with a maximum grant of 
$150,000.   
 
In this uncertain financial environment, it is more important 
than ever to KNOW YOUR BANKER.  If your banker doesn’t 
know you by name, then it may be time to make a change. 
Kathy Nellis, Senior Vice President,  
Northbrook Bank  
847-418-2812 
 

Jeremy Silver, son of Barry and Patti made his 
National television debut last month. Jeremy appeared 
on ABC's "Dancing With The Stars" as the piano 
player for the show's special guest dance performance 
by Carmen Electra. For more info on Jeremy's budding 
career checkout his web site: 
www.jeremysilvermusic.com. 
   
Barry S. Silver 
Attorney-at-Law  

� � � 

 
Robert Dillon of Molly Maid was elected to The 
Nation Marketing Committee. It’s a two year position 
working with other Molly Maid owners across the 
county along with Molly Maid’s Director of Marketing.  
We work together to help develop regional and 
national marketing programs.  My business partner 
Tom Blank was awarded the Molly Maid “Shinning 
Star” award.  This award is given to a Molly Maid
owner who unselfishly contributes their time and 
expertise to the Molly Maid System.  This is Molly 
Maid’s highest and most coveted award and only one 
is presented annually.  
 
Robert Dillon’s son Joshua will be graduating this 
June with a Bachelors degree in Physics form 
Stanford University.  He just accepted a position in a 
PhD program at MIT in Physics, specifically 
Cosmology, a branch of Astrophysics.  Robert’s 
daughter Molly is finishing her second year at Johns 
Hopkins University and is planning to spend her Fall 
semester of her junior year studying in Rome, Italy.  
Robert and his wife Karen are overwhelmed with 
pride. 
 

Please Visit the TNG Website  
”News” Page For Additional News! 

(TNG Website - Click on the “News” Link) 
 
This month’s additions: 
 

••  TTeenn  WWaayyss  TToo  KKeeeepp  YYoouurr  FFuurr  OOrr  SShheeaarrlliinngg  LLooookkiinngg  
IIttss  BBeesstt!!    BByy  BBaarrrryy  TTrraaeeggeerr,,  TTrraaeeggeerr  FFuurrss,,  IInncc..  

  

••  Maximize Your Space With Multifunctional Rooms, 
includes before/after photos.  MMaarryy  JJaannee  DDeerreexx,,  
Mary Jane Derex Interiors.  
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American Weathermakers has been selected by ComEd to 
participate in their Smart Ideas program, which is being 
introduced to improve the efficiency of existing air 
conditioning systems through precision maintenance and 
tune-ups.  The selection was based on AWI’s commitment to 
training and education.  A properly tuned and adjusted air 
conditioner uses 50% less electricity than the same unit with 
dirty coils and or improper refrigerant charge.  The 
Weathermakers offer a 10% discount on all maintenances to 
members of The Networking Group but recommend joining 
The Comfort Club for a 15% discount with no membership 
fees.   http://www.linkedin.com/in/hochschild 

����    ����    ���� 
As some of you may have heard, I've been very busy working 
on the re-launching of Bigsby and Kruthers. I'm happy to 
announce I've partnered with Joe Silverberg, Bigsby's original 
founder, to bring back this Chicago apparel icon. We intend 
to open this fall, late September or early October with a great 
new store located at Block 37 at the corner of State and 
Washington in downtown Chicago. I'd like to thank Hank 
Samuels for all his help and hard work taking care of the legal 
aspects of this project. His work was simply outstanding and 
easy to recommend to everyone. 
 
In case you're wondering, I intend to also work and nurture 
Robert Vance Ltd as the best specialty apparel store in the 
northern suburbs. I'll gladly make myself available to all 
members of the Networking Group and anyone they refer at 
either location and offer the benefit of my experience to 
satisfy any wardrobe needs.  
 
Sincerely,   
Jack Shniderman 

� � � 

 
 
Dan Gelfond filmed the first official tour of the new Illinois 
Holocaust Museum in Skokie.  The photo is Dan with 
Holocaust Survivor who survived by being on Shindler's list. 
Wait until June to visit the museum as all of the displays are 
not quite completed.  Dan was also the featured speaker at 
the Deerfield library on April 22nd. He spoke to the crowd 
about the importance of preserving someone’s history on 
video. 
  
Dan  "The Video Man" Gelfond 

 
TNG Newsletter E-Mail Address 

 
 

Thank you to Seth Kane for quickly resolving the issue 
with the News email.  Everything is working great now. 

 
Please send your news for the TNG monthly 

“What’s New?” newsletter to: 
News@thenetworkinggroup.biz 

 

 
This month’s Pay It Forward is Network of Strength 
formerly known as Y-Me. Network of Strength has been a 
trusted resource for 30 years and has helped thousands 
find the information they need to make educated 
decisions. From articles on our Web site to the 
knowledge of our YourShoes peer counselors on the 
24/7 Hotline, Network of Strength keeps you informed. 
While we don’t give medical advice, we do explain in 
plain language the information you’re likely to encounter. 
No matter what the breast cancer topic is, Network of 
Strength provides information you can trust with a 
survivor’s touch.     Marty Portnoy 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

Check out Jeff Weinman on Drums! 
 

Mr Slate Band will be playing on: 
 

Saturday May 9th 
MICKEY FINN'S AMBER ROOM 

412 N. Milwaukee Avenue 
Libertyville, IL 60048 

847-362-6688 
 

 
LINKED IN MEETING 

A Linked In support group led by Dan Felix is 
gathering after today’s meeting at  
Panera Bread on Waukegan Rd.  

North of Lake Cook Rd. at 10:00 AM. 
 Bring your questions and contributions.   

The group gathers for about an hour and is 
open to all. 

 

Martin Portnoy 

Save On Meds 
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As you may know, Mother's Day is in just a few days.  Often we can't think of just what to get our mother, wife, daughter, 
grandmother or special mentor.  It can feel like an obligation rather than an opportunity to thank and appreciate. Our aim 
is to make this opportunity enjoyable for you as well as the gift recipient. Focusing of "it's the thought that counts" and 
respecting the current economic climate, HollyBarry House has several gift options you can consider. 
  
If you are not the gift buyer in the family, please show this to the person who is.  

• If the thought is "Thank You" we have our all Chocolate "Thank You" Box filled with chocolate truffles. Cost: $14.50.  
• If mom is a real "gem" you might want to say so with our faceted lead Crystal Diamond which can be used as a 

paperweight or simply on display as a reminder of your sentiment. Cost: $22.00.  
• Speaking of sentiment, if your special woman is sentimental consider placing a family photo into one of our Italian 

Embossed Picture Frames. Frames hold a 4" x 6" photo.  Cost is $22.00.  
• If Mom "means the world to you", let her know with our Holographic Globe in a Lead Crystal Cube.  2" cube   and 

stands on an angled corner. Cost: $15.00.  Revolving, mirrored light stand is also available for an additional $15.00.  
• Aromatherapy Spa Products such as an Eye Pillow (for relaxation or headache relief) a microwaveable Neck & 

Shoulder Wrap (for stress reduction) and/or a Body Wrap (to wrap wherever warmth is needed).  Various patterns 
and aromas are available--Lavender (for relaxation), Eucalyptus (for stimulus and head-clearing) and Spice (for cozy 
comfort).  Costs: Eye Pillow ($20.00), Neck & Shoulder Wrap and Body Wrap ($40.00 each).  

• A soft, cozyoff-white Afghan Throw feels like a warm hug.  40" x 70" .90% acrylic, 10% Polyester.  Cost: $55.00.   
• Penelope Lead Crystal Bowl is olive crystal within a clear crystal surround.  6" in diameter.  Cost: $50.00. If you 

want, we can also fill it with candies for an additional cost.  
• Also in the crystal realm, we have a Cut-Glass Candy Box filled with Caramel Toffees (kosher).  Box is a 4" cube 

with removable lid. Cost: $22.00.   

Don't see what you like?  Phone Holly at 847-432-4580 and let her know your price range and some information about 
the gift recipient and she can make additional suggestions.  Remember, a Gift Basket is always appreciated. 
 
Holly Kahan, HollyBarry House, Ltd. of Chicago 
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Back In Motion Massage Therapy.  This year thank her 
with the perfect gift. A massage will bring her comfort, 
relaxation and a feeling of overall well-being. Mother’s 
day gift certificates are the ideal present to truly show 
your appreciation.  Pick up the certificates or we’ll send 
them to you. Call and order today. 847-831-2211 

� � � 
 
From Randi Frank, Director of Development at The 
Center for Enriched Living. 
 
Many thanks to Dean Klassman for creating the 
opportunity for all of us to learn from Bob Burg. 
 
The Center for Enriched Living is looking for 
compassionate, giving individuals to serve on our board 
of directors. The most important qualities in a board 
member are someone who will help us fund-raise by 
opening doors and introducing us to people who would 
be capable and interested in making significant monetary 
gifts, after we have them invested in helping people with 
developmental disabilities.  
 
Our board expectations include making a significant, 
personal gift (What is significant is a personal 
assessment), fund-raising, attending 5 board meetings a 
year, serving on a board or event committee, having a 
passion for the agency and what we do (this comes with 
a willingness to learn more about CEL and spend time 
with our members. And as I said before, fund-raising is a 
critical role for a board member and we will provide 
training and guidance in how to do it effectively. 
 
Fund-raising is very similar to what Bob Burg taught in 
the workshop on May 1. When I worked in sales, (during 
those periods in my career when I wasn't a fundraiser) I 
found that fund-raising re-energized my sales efforts. In 
sales, ultimately if you put the customer first and do the 
things Bob taught, you will increase your income. In fund-
raising, ethically, there is no correlation to your efforts 
and your personal monetary gain. (This is true for me as 
a fund-raising professional, as well as for a volunteer 
fundraiser.) So it truly is about giving and helping people 
who need the community to be their champions.
 
If you, or anyone you know, would like to know more 
about serving on a non profit board and wish to see if 
The Center for Enriched Living would be a good fit for 
your charitable and volunteer interests, please talk with 
me or Kathy Nellis, President of the board of directors. 
 
I now have a new direct dial phone number--847-315-
9919. Email is randi@CenterForEnrichedLiving.org. 

 
 
Brandon Leavitt, president of Solar Service, will once 
again be a featured speaker at Chicago’s third annual 
Green Festival on May 16 and 17 at Navy Pier.  Brandon 
will be speaking on both days in the Green Room about 
practical solar applications for homeowners, landlords, 
schools and businesses.  Last year over 20,000 people 
attended the festival. 
  
April was a busy public speaking month for Brandon.  On 
April 1, he lectured two groups of two 4

th
 grade classes at 

a solar home next door to Harper Elementary School in 
Wilmette.  The Wilmette home had both types of solar 
equipment; one for heating hot water and another for 
producing electricity.   A week later, he spoke before a 
group of 8

th
 graders from Mount Prospect who took a field 

trip to visit the solar powered Taco Burrito King 
Restaurant in Niles.  After learning about how the 
restaurant heats its water from the sun, the students 
enjoyed a wonderful lunch at the TBK. 
  
On April 8, Brandon spoke before the Fox Valley 
Homebuilders Association in Batavia.  The lecture was 
scheduled to run 45 minutes but lasted 2 hours (no one 
left early) as the audience had many questions.  As a 
direct result of the talk, Solar Service is now installing a 
solar system on a builder’s model home in Wheaton. 
  
On Earth Day, Brandon presented a Solar 101 
presentation at Pope John XXXIII School in Evanston. 
100 students, from 4

th
 grade through 8

th
 grade learned 

about renewable energy and its growing impact at 
improving the environment and reducing global warming.  
  
One more bit of news from Solar Service:  On April 23, 
day after Earth Day, Solar Service started construction 
of a solar thermal system at Chicago’s Shriners 
Children’s Hospital.  The solar system will be used to 
heat the hospital’s therapy pool and is predicted to 
displace over 70% of the electric energy now used to 
heat the pool.  Solar Service is donating $10,000 in labor 
towards the project. 
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Who are the TNG Members??? 

 
 
 

1.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Questions 
1. What City were you born in 

2. Where did you go to High School 

3. What was your very First Job 

4. What did you want to be when you grew up? 

5. What Pets do you own and what are their names? 

6. What are your Hobbies? 
7. Optional Information that members do not know about you 

1. Brooklyn, NY 
2. St. Augustine High School, Brooklyn, NY 
3. Cleaning Priests residence 
4. Career Naval Officer 
5. Dog: “BJ” (now deceased) 
6. Meditation, Guitar & Singing, Working out 
7. Wife and I are both psychologists 
 
TNG Member: Dr. Phil Metres,  
Philip J. Metres Jr., Phd. 

1. Chicago 
2. New Trier West 
3. Chicago, Family Business – Manufacturers Rep 
4. Pro Basketball Player 
5. 2 Cats:  “Trixie & Bubbles” 
6. Sports 
7. (Blank) 
 
TNG Member:  Barry Feldman,  
Associated Labor Corporation 

How well do you know the TNG members?    
Can you match these Members to their Answers listed below? 

 
• Allan Michell 
• Andy Vass 
• Barry Feldman 
• Barry Silver 
• Brigitte Bernold 
• Dan Gelfond 
• Daniel Felix 
• David Weil 

 

• Dr. Phil Metres 
• Kathy Nellis 
• Lana Muchnic 
• Marty Portnoy 
• Michael Berliant 
• Ron Isaacson 
• Scott Schwartz 
• Steven Brown 
 

1. Chernovtsy, Ukraine 
2. Ukraine (USSR) 
3. 1991 Substitute Chemistry Teacher 
4. Teacher 
5. Unnamed – 5 Goldfish 
6. Cooking Healthy Way, Travel, Reading 
7. (Blank) 
 
TNG Member: Lana Muchnic, AV Royal Optical 

1. Skokie 
2. Highland Park High School 
3. Newspaper Delivery 
4. Vet 
5. Dog:  “Botox”, & a Salt Water Fish 
6. TNG, Golf, Softball, Hockey 
7. I once played basketball against Michael Jordan.  – 

I Lost! 
 
TNG Member:  Michael Berliant, Gentle Homecare 

1. Minneapolis 
2. Niles North 
3. Selling Posters in Los Angeles 
4. Veterinarian 
5. Dogs:  “Wes” & “Tee”  (Westies) 
6. Movies, Tennis and Traveling 
7. Went to Grad School in Swine Nutrition 
 
TNG Member:  David Weil, Failsafe Media 

1. Rockford, IL  
2. Rockford Guilford  
3. Wholesale-Retail Clothing Biz  
4. A Rabbi  
5. Cat:  “Emily”  
6. Current Events, Exercising, & Computers 
7. My parents were both Holocaust Survivors  

 
 TNG Member: Andy Vass,  
Technology for Humanity 
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1. Chicago 
2. Taft 
3. Paper Boy – Delivery to homes in Norwood Park 
4. Architect 
5. 2 Dogs:  “Jerico”  (Bearded Collie), “Theo” (Mutt) 
6. Found Object Sculpture 
7. Climbed down to the bottom of the Grand Canyon 

40 years ago. 
 
TNG Member:  Ron Isaacson,  

Space-Man Consulting 

1. Chicago 
2. Highland Park High School 
3. Lawn Cleanup 
4. Screen or Novel Writer 
5. A Pet Rock named “Lovie” 
6. Music, Film, Holistic & Alternative and Other 

Learning. 
7. I am the general counsel for Infinity Foundation, 

here I also host a movie night. 
 
TNG Member:  Daniel Felix, Felix Group PC 

1. Chicago 
2. Maine East 
3. Mary-Ann Bakery (Driver) 
4. Accountant 
5. Cats:  “Wheatie” & “Mickey” 
6. Golf, Golf, Golf, and Going to concerts & theater. 
7. (blank) 
 
TNG Member:  Scott M. Schwartz, Events 

1. Chicago 
2. Niles West 
3. Fountain Boy at Pie Pan 
4. Baseball Player 
5. Dog: “Mazie” (Deceased) 
6. Triathlon 
7. (blank) 
 
TNG Member: Barry Silver, Barry S. Silver, PC. 

1. Suhr, Switzerland 
2. Erlinsbach Switzerland 
3. Bank in Switzerland 
4. Too many things to list 
5. None 
6. Reading, Gardening, Movies, Learning 
7. (Blank) 
 
TNG Member:  Brigitte Bernold,  
Back in Motion Massage  

1. Highland Park, Michigan  
2. Detroit, MI 
3. Bag Packer – Supermarket 
4. Teacher – Physical Education 
5. None 
6. Cooking, Travel 
7. Just had 6

th
 grandchild.  Completed 4 marathons 

(2-Chicago, 2-New York) 
 
TNG Member:  Marty Portnoy, Save on Meds 

1. Royal Oak, Michigan  
2. Rochester Adams HS, Rochester, Michigan    
3. Lifeguard  
4. Senior Lifeguard (sounds more exciting than 

Banker)  
5. 3 Dogs: “Gracie, Sweetie, & Tootsie” 
6. Curling, Reading, Music  
7. I went to high school with Madonna  
 
TNG Member:  Kathy Nellis, Northbrook Bank 

1. Chicago  
2. Nile North  
3. Cleaning up at The Village Set, women's dress 

shop  
4. Fireman, then Radio personality  
5. Dog: “Chachky”  
6. Boating, Movies, too much work  
7. Used to be a DJ at a Broadway music station.   
 
TNG Member:  Dan Gelfond,  

Keepsake Family Tree Video 

1. White Plains, NY 
2. Oceanside, NY 
3. Summer camp counselor 
4. Professional football player 
5. Dog: “Sierra” 
6. Card Playing, Sports Fan 
7. Quarterback of my High School Football Team 
 
TNG Member:  Steven Brown, Stratego Partners 

1. Chicago 
2. Niles East 
3. Furniture Salesman 
4. Professional Baseball Player. 
5. Dog:  “Pepper”  (Poodle) 
6. Golf, Cards 
7. Played College Baseball as a Pitcher, also taught 

Disco dancing in the 70's 
 
TNG Member:  Allan Michell, Lou Harris Co. 

Visit the Website “What’s New” Link for the answers!     More Members to be Featured Next Month! 


