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June, 2009 
 
 
Michael Berliant  just returned from a Memorial Day 
weekend fishing trip to the Keys.  While back water fishing 
his 9 year old daughter hooked a 150 pound 6’ long 
Tarpon!  How the beast did not pull her right out of the boat 
was miraculous.  She fought with it for about 15 minutes 
until her 11 year old cousin took the rod and the 2 of them 
managed to get it to the boat.  The guide said they were the 
youngest to catch such a large fish in the 28 years he has 
been there.   
  
Michael also wanted to share that the same daughter, Halle 
recently won a second straight national championship as a 
member of the Northbrook’s Teams Elite Synchronized 
skating team!  Michael’s 12 year old son, Leo just had a gig 
with his band Komit, at the Alley in Highwood and will also 
be playing on June 19th at Stash’s in Highland Park. 
  
Lastly, thanks to Larry from Unique  who probably saved 
my 1 year old dog from being sent to live on a “farm”. 
Michael Berliant, Gentle Homecare, Inc. 
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Sue Diamond  tells us that buzzness is great at theKbuzz! 
Sue recently opened the Chicago office for theKbuzz, a 
social media and word of mouth marketing firm. Fan 
theKbuzz at www.facebook.com/thekbuzz and you can sign 
up for free webinars and get tips and techniques that you 
can use right away! Learn how your business can get 
social, contact Sue at 847-945-2850 or 
susan@thekbuzz.com 
  
FROM TheKbuzz BLOG: 
Social media can be very intimating to the brave new soul 
who’s decided to step forward and figure it all out.  With 
hundreds upon hundreds of different social bookmarking 
sites, social platforms and tools at the disposal of your 
fingertips, it can be very overwhelming to decide where to 
begin.  Do I set up a Facebook personal account?  Start 
Tweeting?  Build a community on Ning? Stream video on 
Qik? Do I blog?  Do I use Friendfeed?  And on and on and 
on. 
 
First things first.  Before you jump into the deep end of
social media, first decide what your goals are.  Without 
direction, it’s easy to get lost in all of the available options. 
Once you have one or two clear goals, then decide what 
tools are suited to best meet those goals.  Start small and 
with a clearly defined objective.  As Yogi Berra said, “If you 
don’t know where you are going, you will wind up 
somewhere else.” This applies to social media too.�
 

BABY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 

Sharon  and Steve Weinstein  
announce the birth of Justin 
Henry Vannucci on April 9th to 
Dr. Marla and Kurt Vannucci 
of Chicago.  Justin weighed 7 
pounds 1 ounce, and is now 
up to 8 pounds 9 ounces.  
The new family, ready to 
celebrate their first Mother’s 
Day, is doing fine. 

 
Jason M. Weinstein, son of Sharon and Steve, has been 
confirmed by The White House as Deputy Assistant U.S. 
Attorney with responsibility for computer crime.  Jason 
begins his new position right after Memorial Day.  He 
has been chief, violent crime unit, The Baltimore U.S,. 
Attorney’s office for the past few years and he created 
the successful Project Exile.   
  
Sharon M. Weinstein, MS, RN, CRNI, FAAN  
Core Consulting Group/Core Wellness International 
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Andy Vass  is the 
proud grandfather of 
a baby girl born April 
21st on Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. 
His daughter, Lori 
and his son-in-law, 
David, named the 
baby “Mageline 
Rose”, in honor of 
his Mother and her 
sister, both 
Holocaust survivors. 

 

 

Kathy Nellis  is proud to announce the graduation of her 
son, Joe, from Glenbrook North High School. In addition 
to participating in athletics all four years at GBN, Joe is a 
gifted musician, having played saxophone and 
percussion in the Wind Ensemble and Jazz Bands all four 
years.   He will be attending Illinois State University this 
fall, majoring in special education with a minor in music.  
  
Kathryn A. Nellis,  
Northbrook Bank & Trust Company 
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Dan "The Video Man" filmed a private party at Wrigley Field. 
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Everyone’s Best Buddies, Dean and Leslie Klassman , at 
recent Buddy Baseball game.   
 
If you or someone you know wants to be someone’s Buddy, 
email Dean at dean@klassmanfinancial.com.   If you want to 
Cheer on the kids and their Buddy’s and catch a fun game of 
Baseball where every hit is an exciting homerun, there are 
still 4 games left – June 7, 14, 21, & 28th.   June 7th will be at 
the JCC in Northbrook, the final three games will be in Buffalo 
Grove at the corner of Aptakisic and Buffalo Grove Roads.      

�

Team TNG braved cold lake winds on Saturday May 9th, 
to bicycle on behalf of Climate Cycle.   Featured in March 
as TNG’s Charity of the Month, Climate Cycle installs 
solar collection systems on Chicago Public Schools.   
This Bike-athon raised over $66,000 - with over 300 
riders and over 500 attendees - despite the brisk 
weather.  www.ClimateCycle.com 

 
Huddling to stay warm in front of the Solar Service
display:  Jeff Newcorn, Marc Rocklin,  Dan Felix -  your 
intrepid reporter, Coach Jim Rohrbach, Holly Monger
and laugh-at-the-cold Brandon Leavitt  (what did he 
care?  he wasn’t on his bicycle).   
 
Team TNG, consisted of five riders (did I mention that 
Brandon did not ride?), and with the generous support of 
Brandon (!) as well as Denise Siegel , and the entire 
TNG membership in March, raised over $1,000.  And as 
to the joy of riding with other TNG friends?  This shot of 
Marc and Coach says it all. 

 
Dan Felix 
Felix Group, P.C. �

And in Sports………  

Pay-it -Forward Charity of the Month  
(Submitted by Evan Kane ) 

 
ToyLend, a Lekotek program, is a toy lending library for 
children with disabilities and their families. Play is the 
foundation that children need to help them develop. 
ToyLend makes this possible by offering specially 
adaptive and educational toys. 
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The joint venture has officially closed and Smith Barney  
is now part of a joint venture called:  Morgan Stanley  
Smith Barney .  The Green Weitzman Group at Morgan 
Stanley Smith Barney  will conduct business as usual 
and will be able to pick from the best of both firms. 
 
Kevin H. Green, CFP, CIMA   
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney  

� � � � � �
 

 Lean 4 Life 
 
Join me a Lifetime in Vernon Hills 
for the NEWEST PROGRAM Lean 
4 Life.  This program is built to 
transform your life from the inside 
out.   
 
Do you know anyone who has 
wanted to be on the biggest loser?  
If you do, send them my way as it 
is time to capture their 
transformation in a scrapbook that 
they can show off to their family 
and friends. 

This opportunity may grant you a section in Julie’s 1st 
book Lean 4 Life.  Learn the KEY principles that will 
create a Lean Life at Lifetime! 
 
I am also looking for donations for the participants in this 
program.  The donations will be going towards keeping 
the participants motivated, helping to create a healthier 
lifestyle and have a better sense of self along the way.  
Your advertisement will also be advertised on T-shirt and 
be worn throughout Lifetime in Vernon Hills as well as the 
community.  Great donations would be gift certificate, 
TV’s, IPod’s, hotel reservation, anything creative and fun, 
etc.   
 
Benefits: 
�� Lose weight 
�� Tone body 
�� Decrease stress 
�� Learn Peace of mind and body 
 
Program includes: 

· Journals (Capture your Transformation) 
· Pictures (Before and After) 
· Personal Training 
· Yoga 
· Meditation 
· T-shirts 
· Prizes 
· FREE Group Class 
· Group Discussion Board 

 
Rewards and prizes will be given to 
Participants.   Contact Julie Audino  to 
reserve a spot:  847-666-8546 
 
 

 

 

From Coach Jim Rohrbach:   Just before Memorial 
Day a former client and friend of mine (thanks MM!) 
sent me an interesting link to Operation Military 
Support.   By filling out the requested info you can get a 
soldier as a pen pal.  I signed up, sent my first letter to 
an SPC stationed in Iraq.  What better way is there to 
show support to our troops than sending a letter of 
thanks to one of those who is serving?  (By the way, 
once the relationship is established, you can use 
email.)  Here's the link: 
http://www.OperationMilitarySupport.com/ 
 
Jim's Book Recommendation:  The 100 Best 
Business Books of All Time: What They Say, Why They 
Matter, and How They Can Help You  This a neat little 
compendium of some of the best of the best business 
books -- I've read about a third of 'em so I've got a 
ways to go.  However, my personal all time favorite, 
Think and Grow Rich, was NOT included -- I definitely 
let the authors know about THAT! 

� � � � �  
HollyBarry House  has some great gift ideas for 

Father’s Day June 21st. 
  
Your family’s 4”x6” photo in our Tooled Leatherette 
Photo Frame will be greatly appreciated. Available in 
grey or tan (tooled design, no wording), or with wording 
that reads “Bless this home with Laughter and Love” 
(two-tone brown)  or “Memories” (in red only). Cost is 
only $22. 

 
  Or, how about a photo journal coffee table book with a 
specially created title page dedicated to your special 
father?  Cost is only $10 over the cover price of the 
book. “LIFE…A Journey Through Time” or “Words That 
Shook the World” are both perfect gifts for Dad.  
Advanced ordering is required. 
  
We also have elegant Leather & Stainless Steel 
Wallets ($80.00) and Business Card Cases ($16.00) 
both made of fabric woven from threads of stainless 
steel.  Classy, unique and durable. 
  

 
For more information, or additional suggestions, phone 
Holly at (847) 432-4580. 
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Who are the TNG Members??? 
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Questions  
1. What City were you born in 
2. Where did you go to High School 
3. What was your very First Job 
4. What did you want to be when you grew up? 
5. What Pets do you own and what are their names? 
6. What are your Hobbies? 
7. Optional Information that members do not know ab out you 

How well do you know the TNG members?    
Can you match these Members to their Answers listed  below? 

 
· Brandon Leavitt 
· Dick Hochschild 
· Gary Frager 
· Kathleen Nelson, 
· Larry Rosenthal 
· Marla Bollak 
· Mia Young  

 

· Nancy Boucha 
· Randi Frank 
· Rich Goldberg 
· Robert S. Dillon 
· Steven Brown 
· Steven H. Lewis, 
· Ted Tasky 

 

1. Chicago 
2. Highland Park 
3. Burger King 
4. Professional Golfer 
5. Dog – Derby –  
6. Hockey and Race Horses 
7. I used to be a nice guy! 
 
TNG Member:  Steven H. Lewis,  
Lewis Floor & Home  

1. Euclid (Cleveland), Ohio     
2. Winston Churchill HS, Potomac, MD  
3. Shoe shine boy, age 5  
4. Salesman     
5. (blank) 
6. Golf, Puzzles  
7. I was born in a police car.  I've chased down, by 

car and foot, and caught armed thieves. 
 
TNG Member:  Gary Frager,  
Pagoda Computer Supplies, Inc. 
Philip J . Metres Jr., Phd.  

1. Baltimore Maryland  
2. The Park School, Brooklandville, Maryland  
3. Making eyeglasses, optical lab  
4. Optometrist  
5. 2 Cats,  Pepe le Puw and Penelope  
6. Reading, Gardening, Tennis  
7. Have done some community theater, once in 

“drag” 
 
TNG Member: Robert S. Dillon,  
Molly Maid  

1. Chicago  
2. Niles East  
3. Teaching  
4. A US Senator  
5. None  
6. Bicycling, Reading  
7. I married my best friend. 
 
TNG Member: Ted Tasky,  
Rabjohns Financial Group / New England Financial  
 

1. White Plains, NY  
2. Oceanside, NY  
3. Summer camp counselor  
4. Professional football player  
5. Dog: “Sierra”  
6. Card playing, sports fan  
7. Quarterback of my high school football team 
 
TNG Member:  Steven Brown,  
Stratego Partners  
 

1. East Orange, NJ 
2. North Plainfield High School (NJ) 
3. Babysitting 
4. Free. 
5. 3 cats: Gus, Krusty, Maxwell 
6. Art 
7. I’m a Software Engineer with a Masters Degree in 

Computer Science. 
 
TNG Member:  Marla Bollak, CreditCoach4U  
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Please send your news for the TNG monthly “What’s New?” newsletter to: 
News@TheNetworkingGroup.biz 

 

1. New York City  
2. H. Frank Carey HS in Franklin Square, NY  
3. When I was 17 I was a junior counselor at a sleep 

away camp for kids with developmental disabilities  
4. An artist  
5. Cat:  “Georgia”,  a 13 year old tabby  
6. Reading, cooking, fitness, movies, landscape 

watercolor (okay, I haven’t had time for this one in 
awhile but want it to be one of my hobbies again.) 

7. I have a Master of Fine Arts in theatrical scene 
design. 

 
TNG Member: Randi Frank,  
Center for Enriched Living  

1. Chicago  
2. Niles West 
3. (self-employed at 12 years old) drummer    

(employed by others – 15 years old) Ruby’s Deli in 
Lincolnwood 

4. A philanthropist 
5. A rescued Cat “Alice”, plus lots of unnamed tropical 

fish 
6. Music, White Sox ballgames, adventure travel, 

poker 
7. I was tour manager and percussionist for 

Heartsfield  (1973 – 1975) 
 
TNG Member:  Brandon Leavitt,  
Solar Service  

1. Evanston  
2. ETHS  
3. Caddy at Westmoreland CC  ($3.50 for 18 holes)  
4. Entrepreneur  
5. None  
6. Golf, Gardening, Travel  
7. Very active in Rotary for 31 years. 
 
TNG Member: Dick Hochschild,   
American Weathermakers, Inc. 

1. Chicago 
2. New Trier West 
3. Peacocks Ice Cream & Dairy Bar 
4. Always wanted to have my own business 
5. Dog:  “Willy” 
6. Collect & Listen To 50s, 60s & 70s Rock & Roll 
7. Extremely Health & Nutrition Oriented 
 
TNG Member : Larry Rosenthal 
Unique Upholstery, Carpet and Rug Cleaning Inc. 

1. Chicago, Illinois  
2. Sacred Heart of Mary School, Rolling Meadows, IL  
3. Nurses Aid at a local Arlington Heights Nursing 

Home  
4. Chef and Pilot  
5. Dogs:  Boston Terriers; Moses Murphy & Teddy.  
6. Gardening, Baking, Cooking, Fabric Design, Air 

Brushing, and Drawing.  
7. I've written a small cookbook.   Earned Private Pilot 

license.   Flown a glider, high wing, low wing aircraft, 
and tail dragger type aircraft. 

 
TNG Member:  Kathleen Nelson,  
Kathleen Nelson Fine Art, Inc.  

1. Chicago  
2. Homewood-Flossmoor  
3. After babysitting it was working in a fast food 

restaurant  
4. It varied from one year to another  
5. No pets currently  
6. Scuba diving, underwater photography, gardening, 

video  
7. My favorite power tool is the snow blower. 
 
TNG Member: Nancy Boucha, Scuba Systems 

1. Chicago 
2. Niles West 
3. Pre-School Aide 
4. Wasn't sure 
5. Parrot Twinkles 
6. Dance, bike riding, softball, spending time with 

family, daydreaming 
7. Flew across the Atlantic with Sarah Ferguson, 

helped calm her down she had to leave London 
and her daughters to work for Weight Watchers in 
Chicago. 

 
TNG Member:  Mia Young, HR Consultant 
MBPS, Ltd. 

1. Chicago 
2. Niles North 
3. Selling shoes 
4. A weatherman 
5. (blank) 
6. Hiking (especially in the National Parks), Reading 
7. I actually believe that Disney World is the happiest 

place on earth 
 
TNG Member:  Rich Goldberg,  
Fastsigns-Morton Grove 
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