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July, 2008         
 
  From Coach Jim Rohrbach :  Sorry to miss the July 
meeting, but my wife Paula and I will be on a 5-day river 
rafting trip down the Salmon River in Idaho -- should be a 
highlight vacation of a lifetime!  Also, my book 
recommendation:  “The No Asshole Rule: Building a 
Civilized Workplace and Surviving One That Isn't”.  The title 
kinda cuts to the chase, doesn't it?  Unlike your body, your 
organization doesn't have room for even one asshole, so 
root them out now.  

Sue Diamond  tells us that July is a busy month for the 
Diamond family. Husband David Diamond will be playing 
sax in a 50's band at Norton's in Highland Park on 
Saturday night July 12th. Son Howie Diamond's band; 
Low vs Diamond is releasing their first album on July 
22nd followed up by an appearance on the David 
Letterman show Tuesday July 29th - Howie is the 
drummer, so watch for our next local rock star! Finally, 
daughter Rachel Diamond is getting married July 19th to 
add to all the wonderful Diamond family activities this 
summer. 

� � � � � �
Holly Kahan  of HollyBarry House Ltd. of Chicago  is 
in the midst of a month of buying trips to expand the 
company's gift offerings.  She just returned from the New 
York Fancy Food Show and the All Things Organic 
Show; and leaves next week for the Atlanta Gift Market
followed by the Chicago Gift Show.  If you have any 
special gift needs coming up or any circumstances you 
wish to reflect in remembering important relationships, 
please let Holly know and she'll become your personal 
researcher at these trade shows. Just provide the 
parameters (e.g. price point, occasion, what you want 
the gift to accomplish) and Holly will set the (creative) 
wheels in motion.  "Thank you" to Patricia Drazin  for 
already providing such a project to work on. 
  
A personal point to brag about--Holly's son, Adam 
Kahan , was pictured in the Summer issue of Reform 
Judaism magazine (page24). Adam is a cantorial soloist 
at two Chicagoland synagogues, teaches Hebrew as 
well; and also has a band, Kavanah, which presents 
Friday Night Live musical sabbath services at four 
synagogues.   

� � � � � �
Leslie Markman-Stern, ASID , of Leslie M. Stern 
Design, LTD . just spent a week at NeoCon, the 
internationally commercial interior design furniture and 
furnishing trade show held once a year at Chicago’s 
Merchandise Mart. If you would like to find out how the 
latest trends can help assist your commercial space for 
accessibility, function and beauty, Leslie is happy to 
treat you to breakfast or lunch. 

� � � � � �
April 28, 2008:  An article by Alan S. Wernick  titled 
“Drafting A Fantasy Law Firm” was published in the
National Law Journal. 
June, 2008:  An article by Alan S. Wernick  titled “E-
discovery — business as usual” was published in the
Chicago Lawyer Magazine.  
 

Additional News Available On The Website!! 
 
Did you know in addition to previous copies of the 
newsletter you can also find additional news on the 
website?   Click on the “News” link on the website!     
 
This month news  - only available on the website: 
 
· Barry Silver:   Cystic Fibrosis Triathlon Fundraiser 
· Evan Kane:   House Not Selling? Act Like a Retailer 
· Evan Kane:  Wonder if you have the personality to be a 

Real Estate Agent? 
 

(Full page submissions are relocated to the website) 

New “What’s New” Feature! 
 
Our newest feature will be an informative Networking 
article, which Bruce Graham  will be creating, starting this 
month.   It will feature informative business networking 
clips, articles, and tips that he has gathered.    Thank you to 
Bruce Graham for volunteering to offer this to our group. 
  
We welcome any and all suggestions, feedback, and 
comments in order to continue improving our newsletter.   

“Huge Thank You to Dean Klassman  of Klassman 
Financial  for setting me up with a life insurance policy. 
 
Dean made the process easy, explained the options and 
put me into an excellent policy for less than the cost of 
dinner for two.   For our family, it has given us peace of 
mind.   
 
If you do not have a life insurance policy, chances are you 
cannot get one after being diagnosed, so best to do this 
while you can.   Thank you again Dean! I sincerely 
appreciate all that you did.”   Tammy Papazian 
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Beverly Bloom of Bloomin’ Books writes:  “Summer’s finally 
here.    What are the kids doing this summer?  Keep them 
reading.  What better way to do that than giving them a book 
with their name in it.  Not only their name, but their friends 
names, as well as your name. 
  
You don’t have kids?  What about grandkids, nieces, nephews, 
cousins, neighbors, friends, children of clients? 
  
Every child deserves to feel good about himself and having his 
own special book with his name as part of the story will make 
him feel special. 
  
There are books for boys and girls, newborns to age 9 and 
books of various interests. 
  
Visit my website: bloomin-books.com.  See the selection of 
books and order online 24/7.” 

� � � � �  

 
 
hurriKane Solutions  (www.hurrikane.com) would like to 
announce the PRE-LAUNCH of Chicago’s most complete 
networking event search engine, NetworkingMonkey.com 
 
Take advantage now!  Sign up with NetworkingMonkey.com 
now for FREE and you will have the ability to search for all 
networking events in the Chicago Land area by Keyword, 
Category, Distance from your location and more.  Members to 
NetworkingMonkey.com will have use of the site for FREE for 
at least one year, and have the ability to add events directly into 
Outlook and receive our networking tips newsletter.   
 
Networking Monkey helps you maneuver your way through the 
business networking jungle. 
 

� � � � � �
�
Check this month's issue of North Shore magazine. On page 20 
there is a great article (complete with color photos) about Barry 

& Patti Silver's daughter, Robin Silver Winer.  Barry S. Silver  
 

Pay it Forward Charity for July  
 

 

Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human 
Rights  relies on more than a century of experience to 
improve the lives of the most vulnerable members of 
our society.  Every year, we positively impact tens of 
thousands of people - helping each individual lead a life 
free from want, fear and injustice. 

Last year's measure of success: 

· Moved more than 17,000 homeless individuals and 
families into stable homes  

· Helped more than 5,000 individuals live more self-
sufficient lives through employment or stabilized 
living conditions.  

· Connected more than 21,000 individuals to 
community health care services, including primary, 
oral and behavioral health care  

· Educated key stakeholders in Illinois legislature 
resulting in a law criminalizing human trafficking  

· Transitioned more than 900 individuals and families 
out of poverty  

· Protected the civil rights of more than 9,000 
individuals  

· Increased the scope of legal services for 
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers by 
establishing the National Immigrant Justice Center  

· Expanded the National Asylum Partnership on 
Sexual Orientation (NAPSO) to address the unmet 
needs of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
asylum seekers.  

Every investment in Heartland Alliance is an 
investment in a better, safer world. 
 
Denise Siegel, President 
New Bronze Age Tile, Inc. 
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New Networking Feature!  - By Bruce Graham  
 
Are you as effective at networking as you would like to be? Want to be more so? Best selling author, Stephen Covey in 
his book, The 8th Habit, makes suggestions on how to go from being effective to being great. He states: 
 

“One word expresses the pathway to greatness: voice. Those on this path find their voice and inspire others to 
find theirs. The rest never do.” 

 
It’s common knowledge that people buy from those they know, like and trust. How well are you communicating who you 
are, your likeability, as well as your trustworthiness? 

Covey counsels, “Learn what taps your talents and fuels your passion-… therein lies your voice ...” Anecdotally - three 
years ago I had a networking breakfast with Bob Jordan . The first 45 minutes was all business – and very boring. Then 
unexpectedly Bob began to share his passion for his family, and his vision of his business. The more he spoke the more 
real he got and I found myself liking him beyond belief. From that time, without any hesitation I eagerly make referral to 
Bob because I “know, like and trust” him as the professional he is -- and as my friend.  

Does your authentic voice resonate in networking meetings? Covey writes, “Voice is the overlapping of the four parts of 
our nature: our body, our mind, our heart, and our spirit…” 

To help you find (your voice), answer these 4 questions: 
 

1. What are you good at? (Mind) 
 

2. What do you love doing? (Heart) 
 

3. What need can you serve? (Body) 
 

4. And finally, …What gives your life meaning and purpose? What do you feel like you should be doing? (Spirit) 
 
Once you find your voice, share it. You will be surprised at the difference it makes when others get to know the real you -
what you love, the needs you serve, and what gives your life meaning. And if you want to really stand out as an effective 
networker, invite your fellow TNG’ers to share theirs with you. And best of all, be sure to listen! 
More on effective networking in next month’s issue. 

 
Inspirational Quotes 

 
· Most people struggle with life balance simply because they haven't paid the price to decide what is really 

important to them. Stephen Covey 
 

· We are the creative force of our life, and through our own decisions rather than our conditions, if we carefully 
learn to do certain things, we can accomplish those goals. Stephen Covey 

 
· Think not of yourself as the architect of your career but as the sculptor. Expect to have to do a lot of hard 

hammering and chiseling and scraping and polishing.  BC Forbes 
 

· I absolutely believe in the power of tithing and giving back. My own experience about all the blessings I've had in 
my life is that the more I give away, the more that comes back. That is the way life works, and that is the way 
energy works.  Ken Blanchard 

 
· Greatness is not a function of circumstance. Greatness, it turns out, is largely a matter of conscious choice, and 

discipline. Jim Collins  
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Member Profiles 
 
Jeffrey Epstein 
RightPoint Consulting 
200 W. Madison Street, Suite 2240 
Chicago, IL 60606 
847-691-7217 
312-920-8383 
jepstein@rightpointconsulting.com 
www.rightpointconsulting.com 

 
 
 

Business Technology Consulting 

Services Offered 
 

· Collaboration Tools / Microsoft SharePoint 
· SharePoint Planning 
· SharePoint Development 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Partner at a 50 person professional svcs company 
· Manager of a division of a fortune 500 company 
· C level person in a 50 million dollar company. 
 

Jeffrey Epstein  is a passionate networker who likes to pay it forward.  If you are interested in networking with me or 
would like me to meet with you to hear more about what you do just let me know, I don’t like to eat breakfast or lunch 
alone.   
 
RightPoint Consulting  has business professionals with computer science degrees.  We help businesses increase 
sales, reduce headcount, increase communication and streamline processes.  While doing this you usually need to 
implement some type of technology to accomplish it.  We do that too.  That is what makes us uniquely different. 
 
www.rightpointconsulting.com            email�     jepstein@rightpointconsulting � if you want to get together to network 
 

 
 
Robert Jordan 
RedFlash 
1450 Techny Road 
Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847) 226 5952  
bob@RedFlash.com  
www.RedFlash.com  
 

 
 
 

Management Consulting 
Investment Banking 

Mergers & Acquisition  

Services Offered 
 

· Strategy and tactics for company owners 
· Business plans 
· Venture Capital Fundraising; company sale 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Investors seeking to help their companies 
· Lawyers who work with entrepreneurs 
· Bankers and accountants working with owners 
 

 
RedFlash works with company founders and senior managers to launch and grow companies; lead professional teams; 
structure product offerings; identify new markets; negotiate turnarounds; raise venture capital; negotiate business and 
asset sales and mergers; and build partnerships and top line revenue.  Recent wins include: spinning off and financing 
a metal fabrication product company; creating a management team for a food manufacturing company; launching a 
software company; reorganizing the sales force for a large insurance company; and restructuring the senior 
management team for a large media company. 
 
I grew up in Northbrook and graduated from Glenbrook North.  My wife Sharon and I have two girls, Sophie and Ellie at 
Greenbriar School.  We live about 8 blocks from where I grew up!  When I’m not working or playing with family, I paint 
and sculpt glass mosaics faces, and my goal is to have a show in a gallery or large corporate lobby, so if you have a 
big, empty corporate lobby…lemme know. 
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Holly Kahan  
HollyBarry House Ltd. of Chicago  
393 Vine Avenue 
Highland Park, IL  60035 
847-432-4580 
hollyb@hollybarry.com 
www.hollybarry.com 

 
 
 
 

Corporate Gifts & Gift Baskets 

  

Services Offered 
· Relationship Marketing Consultant  
· Gift Design, Gift Research, Fulfillment  
· Market Positioning  
· Reminder Service 
· Corporate & Individual Personal Clientele  
 

Good Referral Sources 
· Sales & Marketing Professionals  
· Human Resources Departments  
· Office Managers, Executive Assistants  
· Law, Accounting, Public Relations, Advertising, 

Finance, Contractors & Building Trades 

HollyBarry House  combines marketing concepts, messages and consulting with gift items and gift baskets in order 
to develop and maintain the important relationships in your lives. 
  

In the business sector, we create and fulfill Sales Development Programs, Market Positioning Programs and, 
expressions of appreciation for clients and potential clients, referral sources, suppliers, and employees. 
  

We also provide Gift-of-the-Month Programs and a Reminder Service for ongoing relationships as well as individual-
occasion gifts for Life Cycle Occurrences such as new births, get well, condolences, congratulations, etc.  Orders can 
be for a one-time single item or multiple gifts.   
 
Our mission statement:  At HollyBarry House Ltd. of Chicago, our commitment is that people be acknowledged for 
the contribution they are to the lives of others. 
  
We ship just about anywhere in the world. We honor the budget you request. Just call 800-FROM-HBH. 
 

 
 
Seth M. Kane 
hurriKane Solutions 
1376 W. Grand Ave Suite B 
Chicago, IL 60622 
312-285-0408 
sethk@hurrikane.com 
www.hurrikane.com 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Website Design 
 

Services Offered 
 

· Website Design 
· Website Development 
· Search Engine Optimization 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Retail Business that want national sales. 
· Niche services business that need Internet exposure. 
· Companies that want to control their own website. 
 

 
hurriKane Solutions  is a Chicago based web design company, dedicated to the growth of your business. (Let's face 
it, the better you look, the better we look.) We adapt an attitude of partnership with each client, that doesn't end when 
the project is completed.  
 
We value our client relationships, and go the extra mile to maintain those relationships for the long term. hurriKane 
Solutions  would like the opportunity to help you make an impact.  
 
Our attention to our customers' guidelines, our focus on delivering a quality website that suits (and often exceeds) 
their needs, and our "big-ideas" mentality places us at the top of our field. We use crucial baselines to not only 
examine and evaluate the effectiveness of your website, but also provide a direct tool for you to increase revenue. 
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Richard J. Keyworth, CFPS, CHMM 
Keyworth Fire And Safety Consultants, Inc 
1645 Von Braun Trail 
Elk Grove Village, IL  60007  
630-776-0284    
www.KeyworthFireandSafety.com 

 
 
 

Consultants 
Loss Prevention /Risk Management  

 

Services Offered 
 

· Business Continuity Planning 
· Evacuation Plans 
· Disaster Planning 
· Fire Protection Consulting 
· Interactive Facility Navigation Systems 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· CEO’s CFO’s 30-100 Employees 
· Facility Managers 
· Security Directors 
 

We provide Professional consulting services to Business Owners, and Corporations having 30 to 100 or more 
employees, in the areas of Emergency Planning, Fire Protection Consulting, Life Safety, & Loss Prevention.  We stress 
being Pro-active rather than Re-active in planning for Emergency situations that can affect the financial stability and 
Continuity of their business when unforeseen situations occur. 
 
We also provide Interactive Facility Navigation Systems for Business, Schools, Colleges, Corporate Campus 
Environments, Hospitals, Healthcare Facilities, Government Buildings, Office Complexes ,etc.  Contact Rich for a live 
demonstration of this exciting new technology. 
 
REMEMBER-“IT WASN’T RAINING WHEN NOAH BUILT THE ARK”,  
We focus on the Preservation of Life, Property and Commerce 

 
 
Dean Klassman 
Klassman Financial Services  
3325 N. Arlington Heights Rd, Suite 200 
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60004 
847-454-0660 
dean@klassmanfinancial.com 
www.klassmanfinancial.com 

 
 
 
 

Insurance 

Services Offered 
 

· Group Health, Disability, Life and Dental Insurance 
for groups with 10-200 employees 

· Individual Life and Disability Insurance 
· Long-Term Care insurance 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Satisfied Clients 
· Corporate / Estate Planning Attorneys 
· Fee Based Financial Planners 
· CPA’s 

I am a registered representative with Correll Company, and I hold the designations of Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU) 
and Chartered Financial Consultant (ChFC).  Since 1984, I have been servicing my clients in the areas of Estate 
Planning, Executive Benefits, Employment Benefits, Investment Services and Retirement Strategies. 
 
I am a Director for The Progressive Service Network a Commissioner on the Buffalo Grove Disability Commissions and 
past Board Member and Vice President of The Center for Enriched Living. 
 
Second only to my commitment to networking is my passion for Buddy Baseball .  This program allows children and 
young adults with physical and developmental disabilities to actively participate in our treasured national past time - 
baseball.  They are able to do this with the help of their buddies (able bodied volunteers).  The Buddy Baseball  
Program in Northbrook, Illinois has been featured on WTTW Chicago Tonight, WBBM 780 radio, CBS and ABC news, 
the Daily Herald, Pioneer Press and the Chicago Tribune.  Yet, what I treasure most are the smiling faces of the 
participants. 
 
I work for you and not an Insurance Company.  Klassman Financial Services  has a passion for customer service. 
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Steven H. Lewis 
Lewis Floor & Home  
1840 Skokie Boulevard, Northbrook, IL 60062 
1455 W. Fullerton, Chicago, IL 60614 
847-835-2400 
slewis@lewisfloorandhome.com 
www.lewisfloorandhome.com 

 
 
 

Retail Flooring and  
Home Design Center 

Services Offered 
· Carpet 
· Area Rugs 
· Hardwood 
· Tile 
· Stone 

· Countertops  
· Custom Cabinetry 
· Window Treatments 
· Green Products 
 

 

Good Referral Sources 
· Homeowners 
· Custom Home Builders 
· Architects 
· Design Professionals 
· Commercial Businesses 
 

Lewis Floor & Home Carpet was just the beginning… 
 
     From its modest beginnings selling carpet to Chicago’s North Shore residents back in 1954, this family-owned 
startup has come a long way. Over the years the business has been passed down through three generations. We’ve 
seen a lot of progress, but we’re happy to report that you can still find a Lewis at Lewis.  
     Steven joined the family business in 1984 and as President, Steven has helped to take the business to the next 
level and has responded to his customer’s requests by adding product lines. By diversifying the product offerings to 
include more than just carpeting and flooring while continuing to offer exclusive product lines Steven has grown his 
business every year.  The most recent additions - custom cabinetry, countertops, window treatments and green 
products - round out the product mix and further simplify the lives of the residential and professional customers. 
Recently a new kitchen and bath gallery was added to the Northbrook showroom, which displays some of the 
beautiful products available in both the Northbrook and Lincoln Park locations.  
     Lewis Floor & Home  is truly a one-stop shop for remodeling and new construction� 

 
 
Leslie Markman-Stern, ASID 
Leslie M. Stern Design, LTD 
2131 N. Fremont Street 
Chicago, IL 60614 
773-248-2049 
nwmexico@sbcglobal.net 
www.LeslieMSternDesign.com  

 
 
 

 
Commercial Interior Design Firm 

 

Services Offered 
· Space planning for new construction and renovation 

of existing spaces. 
· Specifying and purchasing furniture and furnishings. 
· Comprehensive approach to universal design for 

ADA compliance. 
· Creating lighting designs.  
· Developing green design solutions. 

Good Referral Sources 
· Commercial realtors and leasing agents. 
· General contractors, structural engineers, architects 

and the trades. 
· Agencies working with those who have special needs. 
· Companies looking to expand or contract their            

businesses. 

Leslie M. Stern Design, LTD  is a full service commercial interior design firm that works from concept through 
completion that can be involved in any or all stages of design. Starting with a needs analysis of the space, Leslie 
Markman-Stern  brings a singular energy and creativity to each design that is undertaken. Partnering with the 
construction team, building owners and clients and by adhering to the ADA requirements for public safety, your space 
can be designed to be both aesthetically appealing and functional.  
 
Types of commercial interior design projects completed include healthcare facilities, law firms, restaurants, retail 
stores, travel agencies, funeral homes, high-rise lobbies, senior and assisted living facilities and general office space. 
 
Leslie Markman-Stern’s  work has been featured in Crain’s Small Business, Realty and Business, Developer 
Magazine, Compass Management and Leasing Magazine, Chicago Tribune and Chicago Sun-Times. 
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Get out for Night of Great Fun! 
 

Jeff Weinman  of Summit Event Management’s  Band,  
 

Mr. Slate  will be playing 
 

July 12, 2008 - 9:30 PM 
 

Cubby Bear North  
 

21661 N. Milwaukee Ave., Lincolnshire, IL 
 

 

 
 

Second Bikes Drive  
Earlier this year Chris Turley  was instrumental in putting 
together a bicycle drive, collecting used bicycles that 
were sent to Angola Africa.    
 
For those who missed the bike drive earlier this year, 
Robert Vance, Ltd.  will be collecting used bicycles July 
7th - July 12th  that will be sent to Africa and used as 
basic transportation. Your contribution will be tax 
deductible and you'll receive a gift from Robert Vance 
Ltd .   Bikes in any condition are welcome. 
 

Silent Auction – Donations Wanted  
 
My wife, Cantor Leslie Newcorn , and her synagogue, 
Congregation Kol-Ami  are hosting a Silent Auction at 
their yearly Brunch/Benefit on July 20th  at Spiaggia.   
 
They are in serious need of donated items for the silent 
auction and would greatly appreciate your support. 
Typical items for such an auction are (but not limited 
to):  
  

· Restaurant gift certificates 
· Gift Cards 
· Jewelry 
· Paintings or Prints 
· Opera, Theater, Ravinia, Sporting Event, etc.  
· Tickets 
· Collectibles 

 
Contact information for Kol-Ami is 312-664-4775.   
845 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 913E, Chicago, 60611 
  
Thank you, 
Jeff Newcorn  
 

Please send your news for the TNG monthly “What’s New?” newsletter to:  News@TheNetworkingGroup.biz 

Carl Mohrbacher is presenting a webinar on July 9 th

and 10 th on IsoSoft’s  newly released Quote2Project
software package. Quote2Project is a turnkey application 
designed for organizations that need company-wide 
access to information about contacts, outstanding quotes 
and project status.  
 
Contact Carl at carlm@isosoftsol.com  or 847.679.0427 
x105, if you would like more information about the 
webinar or go to http://www.quote2project.com  if you 
are interested in learning more about the product.     
 


