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June, 2010 
 
 Abigail Drazner graduated with honors from the University 
of Illinois, Champaign with a major in physiology. Abigail 
will be looking to join the work force.  
 
Jeremy Drazner graduates from Stevenson High School. 
Jeremy was recognized with scholarship awards from the 
Buffalo Grove Area Chamber of Commerce and with the 
Edward Dillion Memorial Scholarship. Jeremy will attend 
Bradley University in the fall and study Special Education. 
Jeremy will be a Tikvah counselor this summer at Camp 
Ramah.  
 
Proud parents are Melissa and Rick Drazner . Rick is busy 
as a Public Adjuster and Attorney at R. J. Drazner & 
Associates . As a Public Adjuster Rick represents owners 
who had a loss to their home or business and makes sure 
his clients "Do Not Get 'Burned' After Their Fire!" Rick 
continues to serve his 12th year as an elected 
Commissioner of the Buffalo Grove Park District and is 
currently Vice President of the Board; serves as Executive 
Vice President of Congregation Beth Judea; remains on the 
board of directors and is a Past President of the Buffalo 
Grove Area Chamber of Commerce; and is a member and 
a Past President of the Rotary Club of Buffalo Grove.  
Richard J. Drazner 
R.J. Drazner & Associates 
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Marty Portnoy’s  oldest grandchild Nate Kelley graduated 
from Highland Park High School last week.  He is going to 
my alma mater Wayne State University in Detroit, MI.  His 
plan is to study engineering with an emphasis in 
sustainable energy.  While at HPHS he participated on the 
swim team and water polo team.  This summer he will be 
employed as a life guard at the Highland Park Rec. Center 
and Aqua Park.  Prior to leaving for school, he will join his 
parents and two brothers on a trip to Japan. 

�

Denise Siegel's  family including both grandmas went to 
the University of Iowa to watch her son, Brian receive his 
Mechanical Design Engineering degree. Brian is working 
at the new Wave Basin in Iowa City, doing wave 
experiments for the US Navy! 
 
Denise Siegel, President, Designer, Sculptor 
New Bronze Age Tile, Inc. 
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Tom Decker  writes, “Our family vacation to the Florida 
Keys in April. Tom, Dana, Eli and Madeline Decker”  

� � � � � �
From Randi Frank : 

 “June is a busy month for my creative family. My 
husband, Raymond Benson, will be signing books at the 
Printers Row Book Fair on Saturday and Sunday, June 
12 and 13th. Raymond will be at the Mystery Writer’s of 
America Midwest Chapter’s booth at Polk and Dearborn, 
from 2-4 on the 12th and 4-6 on the 13th. He’ll have pre-
release copies of his book, “Choice of Weapons,” an 
anthology of three of his original James Bond novels. At 
4 pm on the 13th he will be on a panel at a workshop on 
suspense writing. If you love books, the Printers Row 
Book Fair is not to be missed. 
Join my on my birthday, June 24th at Reggie’s Music 
Joint in the south loop. Thursday nights are tribute band 
nights at Reggie’s and that evening my son’s band, 
Chicago Green, will be performing the entire album of 
Jeff Beck’s “Blow by Blow.” Check out the Reggie’s 
website to confirm the time.” 
Randi Frank, CFRE  
Director of Development 
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Book recommendation from Coach Jim Rohrbach:   
MOJO: How to Get It, How to Keep It, How to Get It Back 
if You Lose It  Marshall Goldsmith will coach you to be like 
Muddy Waters, so you can Get Your Mojo Workin'. 
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Getting High in St Louis  
 
As part of her Class Reunion at 
Washington University in St Louis 
(we won't say exactly what year), 
Ellen Edwards  and her three ex-
dormmates enjoyed a euphoric trip 
to the  top of the Gateway Arch. 
Even more fascinating than the 
view was the documentary about 
the making of the Arch.  

 
Did you know these factoids? 

·  It's taller than the Washington Monument in DC - too 
tall to build a scaffold, so the construction had to 
have each leg be self-supporting as it went up. 

·  900 tons of steel and 3 years were needed to build it 
·  It's made up of triangular building blocks with no 

curves that sit atop each other 
·  The tolerance  for error - over the entire structure - 

was one sixty-fourth of an inch. 
·  The day the final section was inserted was so hot, 

the metal expanded so much that the St Louis Fire 
Department had  to douse it with cold water to make 
it contract enough for the section to fit. 

·  The architect, a Finnish immigrant named Eero 
Saarinen - whose famous architect father also 
submitted a design for the contest but lost to his 
son's bolder, more innovative design - died before 
the Arch was completed. 

If you have never visited the Gateway Arch you're missing 
out. It's a unique experience.    
 

 
Holly Kahan  of HollyBarry House Ltd of Chicago  is 
coming off the high from son, Adam’s wedding this past 
weekend. New daughter-in-law, Michelle, hails from 
Melbourne Australia and twenty Aussies flew here for the 
nuptials. Friday night, Holly & husband Barry hosted a light 
dinner following the traditional “aufruf” blessing of the 
about-to-be bride & groom at the synagogue’s Sabbath 
services. Saturday night Holly & Barry hosted a “Taste of 
Chicago—Kahan style” at their home with goodies from 
their favorite Chicago eateries: egg rolls, deep dish pizza, 
Italian beef sandwiches, Chicago-style char dogs and 
favorite family pastries baked by none other than Chef 
Holly (over 1,000 pieces)! A honeymoon is needed by all. 

 

 

“This 2nd photo shown is of Michelle’s parents, Henri & 
Annette, from Australia and Barry & myself. The floral 
crowns Barry & I are wearing were for a special celebration 
during the wedding party when a parent marries off the last 
child. We were seated in the center of the room and our 
son & his bride placed the crowns on our heads. Then all 
the guests formed circles dancing around us. As each one 
came before us, he/she kissed our cheek and said “Mazel 
Tov”. This was an overwhelmingly emotional experience 
for me.”  Holly Kahan  
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THIS MONTHS PAY IT FORWARD 

Submitted by Holly Monger  

 
Exchange Club of Libertyville, Mundelein, Vernon Hills 
 

The Exchange Club is a non-profit, Nationwide 
Community Service organization comprised of more 
than 33,000 men and women. These individuals 
volunteer their time to strengthen their communities. 
 
The history of the organization dates back to the late 
1800’s when a group of businessmen began meeting 
for lunch in Detroit. At that time, the group was known 
as the Booster's Club. Members met to exchange 
business leads and information. When the club formally 
organized in 1911, the name Exchange was chosen 
because of the “exchange” of information. 

 
Throughout the years, Exchanges have served their 
communities in various ways, including participation in 
aviation projects, a National Recovery Crusade 
following the Great Depression, youth projects, 
community service efforts and Americanism programs. 
In 1979, Child Abuse Prevention was adopted as 
Exchange’s National project. Through numerous local 
child abuse prevention centers and the publishing and 
distribution of various educational materials, tens of 
thousands or parents and children have learned how to 
eliminate child abuse from their lives. 

 
The blue ribbon is the nationally recognized symbol of 
child abuse awareness and is just one of the symbols 
used and sold to perform public awareness. Exchange 
Clubs nationally set aside the month of April each year 
to educate people in their communities. Some of the 
nationwide projects are: 

Project Kid Care – an educational program that 
provides families with child safety information and 
encourages parents to keep accurate safety records of 
their children;  

Time Out Teddy – promoting positive parenting 
techniques through brochures and literature and 
activities calendars for children and parents to work on 
and discuss. Local awareness has also been shown in 
the sale of Save the Babies t-shirts promoting the law 
that was written to provide a safe alternative to 
abandonment for Illinois parents who feel they cannot 
cope with a newborn baby. 

  
 
 
 

Dan "The Video Man"  has 5 lawn seats for the sold 
out Earth, Wind & Fire Concert at Ravinia this Saturday 
at 7pm... Pre-sale price of $22 each... 

Call 847-940-9999 or email: dgelfond@hotmail.com 

� � � � � �
 
 
 

 
 

Team TNG rides again for Climate Cycle 
 
 
TNG members supported Climate Cycle, our Charity of the 
Month from March, 2009 with riders for its May 15th bicycle 
ride at Chicago’s Lake front.  
 
Our riders, calling themselves “Team TNG”, were Dan Felix, 
Mark Ingraham, Marc Rocklin, and Jim Rohrbach .    
 
Though his company is not one of the solar suppliers, TNG 
member Brandon Leavitt  graciously donated $50 for every 
TNG rider. 
 
Climate Cycle helps local public schools become equipped 
with solar energy while empowering students to meet the 
great environmental challenges.  Joey Feinstein, Executive 
Director of Climate Cycle, wrote: Thanks again to all of you 
for your generosity ….   I personally thank Brandon Leavitt  
for his great generosity”.  
 
If you'd like any additional info about this great organization, 
please visit  www.climatecycle.org.     To see the full photo 
montage, check out the electronic edition of What’s New!  
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Dear TNG Friends, 

Thank you for all the support 
you’ve given me in the past! I 
am excited to let you know 
about some additions I am 
making in my business. 

I have recently expanded my 
real estate business in the 
hope of strengthening 
families through an exciting 
new product. In the past, I 
have worked to help clients 
realize the dream of home 
ownership, now I also want to 
help make their (and your) 
vacation dreams come true. 

That’s why I am very eager to tell you that I am now an 
Authorized Independent Real Estate Advisor for Disney 
Vacation Club.  

Inspired by guests who return to Disney resorts and 
theme parks year after year, Disney Vacation Club is one 
of the most successful and highly rated vacation-
ownership programs in the country. Disney Vacation Club 
provides Members with a wide variety of quality vacation 
experiences in the Disney tradition while offering amazing 
flexibility and great value. 

There are several significant benefits to becoming a 
Member of Disney Vacation Club that inspired me to want 
to share this program with others: 

Unprecedented flexibility, allowing you to choose 
when, where and how long you’d like to travel 
each time you plan a vacation. You can also 
choose the size and type of accommodation that 
suits you best.  

World-wide travel to over 500 destinations including 
favorite Disney destinations like the Walt Disney 
World® Resort or Disney Cruise Line® or other 
dream vacations to places like the Caribbean, 
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, Central and South 
America and Hawaii.  

Outstanding vacation value. Membership provides 
decades of family vacations at remarkable 
savings. In fact, Membership can pay for itself in 
as few as 5-7 vacations. 

With over 450,000 Members in Disney Vacation Club, I 
am proud to represent the product and work to make 
vacation dreams come true.  

Most magically, 

Evan Kane  
Managing Broker 

 

 

You Save On Meds  continues to help people struggling 
with prescription costs save significant amounts of money.  
One customer will save over $4000.00 this year on just 
four of her medications.  This year drug manufacturers 
raised prices on name brand drugs an average of 7%.  
Internationally, many drugs have had no increase in the 
last three years, and any increases have been less than 
5%. 
 
In order to offer plans with lower premiums, more 
insurance companies are offering health insurance plans 
without prescription drug coverage.  More companies are 
pushing their employees into high deductible plans where 
the employee pays 100% of his drug cost until his 
deductible is met.  You Save On Meds  presents an 
alternative to these escalating costs. 
Marty Portnoy   
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It is with some happiness and some sadness that I am 
announcing that the era of "My Little Red Chevy Tahoe" is 
over. It has been a dependable friend for almost 10 years 
and 160,000 miles. It has faithfully taken me on design 
calls and installations to many of you wonderful 
networkers and friends for a long time.  

I recently had the feeling that it was time to send it to a 
new home while it was still in good condition. Based on 
my instinct, I made my decision to go out and find another 
one. I found a 2008 sort of a Silver/Taupe color with 
22,000 miles (Pictured with me above), to replace the 
Red one. I don't know yet if I will include the new one in 
my introduction. I am open to your comments. That being 
said, here is my elevator pitch to you for the last time.  

"I’m Jerry Block  from Spring Interiors . I make your 
decorating ideas come true. I drive my little Red Chevy 
Tahoe to your homes and bring my samples and Idea's to 
you."  

"Jerry Block/Spring Interiors••• See what Red can d o 
for you."  
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Selecting the right insulation is a task that is often 
overlooked.  However, your choice of insulation has a 
major impact not only on your pocketbook, but also on the 
long-term quality of the air you breathe and your overall 
health and comfort. 
 
Whether you're thinking of remodeling or purchasing a 
home or commercial space, Smart Sealed with Icynene 
spray foam insulation will protect you from the harmful 
effects of air leakage, helping you increase energy 
efficiency, improve indoor air quality and minimize the 
incidence of moisture-related problems (like mold and 
mildew).  Its air-sealing properties also create a draft-free 
environment that offers long-term payback for energy 
savings of up to 50%.  Not to mention, you can enjoy a 
quieter home by reducing unwanted noises that come from 
flushing toilets or a television in the other room, for 
instance.   
 
Saving Energy Never Felt So Good! 
 
Reducing the amount of energy required to heat and cool 
your home means you’re also reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions for a healthier planet.  You can further reduce 
your home’s carbon footprint when insulating with 

Icynene® because its 100% water-blown formulation 
contains no PBDEs, HFCs or any other synthetic blowing 
agent that can off gas into the home (and affect your and 
your family’s health).  
 
Tom Decker 
Smart Sealed Insulation 
5366 N. Elston, Suite 101 
New Cell: 847-987-3626  
www.smartsealedinsulation.com 
 
 

HollyBarry House  has some great gift ideas for 
Father’s Day June 21st.   
 
Your family’s 4”x6” photo in our Tooled Leatherette 
Photo Frame will be greatly appreciated. Available in 
grey or tan (tooled design only), or with wording that 
reads “Bless this home with Laughter and Love” (two-
tone brown)  or “Memories” (in red only). Cost is only 
$22. 
 

 
 

Or, how about a photo journal coffee table book with a 
specially created title page dedicated to your special 
father?  Cost is only $10 over the cover price of the 
book. “LIFE…A Journey Through Time” or “Words That 
Shook the World” are both perfect gifts for Dad.  
Advanced ordering is required.  

 

 
 
 
We also have elegant Leather & Stainless Steel 
Wallets ($80.00) and Business Card Cases ($16.00) 
both made of fabric woven from threads of stainless 
steel.  Classy, unique and durable. 
 

 
 
For more information, or additional suggestions, phone 
Holly Kahan  at (847) 432-4580. 
 

 

 

EVERYDAY IS FATHERS DAY 

BUT ON JUNE 20 TH 
HE’ll APPRECIATE A GIFT 

 
P.S. . WE HAVE GREAT 

GRADUATION GIFTS ALSO 
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SUMMER TIME ~ FUN TIME ~ SOCIAL TIME 

 
We are offering a special event to meet our fabulous 
members!  If you are single and over the age of 40 or 
know someone who is, tell them about Designed2Date, 
Inc.’s upcoming FREE Prospective Member Event!   
  
Our members enjoy themselves immensely at our bi-
monthly events and we want other singles to join in the 
fun.  We share food, drinks, and lots of laughter.   Where 
else can you walk into an upscale restaurant, enter into 
a private room with pre-qualified, genuine, great singles 
over 40 and actually meet and interact with each of 
them?  
 
Beth McElroy, President of Designed2Date, Inc . will 
discuss membership benefits, describe their unique 
interview process, and have you participate in an 
interactive game. 
 
Here’s your chance to experience how you can change 
your social life instantly! Please join us… 
 
DATE:    Thursday, June 17th 
TIME:     7:00-8:30 p.m. 
PLACE:  Winberie’s, 800 West Lake Cook Road 
               Buffalo Grove, IL  60089 
               (847) 520-7447  

   
    Light hors d’oeuvres provided, Cash bar 

 
 R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, June 16th to 

info@designed2date.com or  
call Beth McElroy  @ 847-903-1565. 

Visit our website at����������	��
�����
���
 

Ron Isaacson  of SPACE-MAN Consulting  has had a 
productive month: receiving advanced training and 
Certification in “Inspecting –Pre 1950’s Homes” and 
attending seminars on “Current Issues regarding 
Residential Roofing and Siding” plus “Advanced Air 
Sealing and Indoor Air Quality Issues”. 

Other news:  

SPACE-MAN’s  participation and presentations on, 
Residential Energy Efficiency and Thermography, at the, 
Chicago Green Festival (May 22 & 23) was just 
announced as one of the “ Green Festival – Top 
Picks” by the Chicago Regional Council of Carpenters; 
Sisters in the Brotherhood (SIB). 

Stay Safe, Warm and Dry, 
Ron Isaacson 
SPACE-MAN Consulting Inc.  
 

Please send your news for the TNG monthly “What’s New?” newsletter to: 
News@TheNetworkingGroup.biz 

 

Sharon Weinstein  is hosting Energy Medicine at 
DePaul University's O'Hare Campus on September 
24/25th. The program offers continuing education units 
for healthcare professionals, but it is open to everyone 
with an interest in how the body responds to stress and 
the impact on our cells. Did you ever wonder why some 
people get MS, Lupus, Fibromyalgia and more? The 
program, featuring an international panel of speakers 
(7) is not to be missed. To learn more about Energy 
Medicine, visit www.gedinfp.com - ENROLL or 
www.energymedconf.com  

Please share with all of your colleagues. 
Sharon M. Weinstein,  MS, RN, CRNI, FACW, FAAN  
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A Fruit Feast 

 
 
 

Grab those summer fruits and indulge in a low-fat summer favorite – Fruit Soup!  Serve it as a light first course or as a 
dessert with a slice of angel food cake. 
 
This delectable fruit soup is packed with the antioxidants of blueberries and blackberries, which are also good sources of 
vitamin K.   Strawberries add to your vitamin C fix and the yogurt is a delicious way to get some of your daily dairy, 
calcium and protein.    
 
If you cannot find all the fruits at the market, check out the frozen fruit section. 
 

Delectable Fruit Soup 
(serves 10) 

 
3 cups strawberries, hulled 
3 medium nectarines 
3 medium plums 
2½ cups blueberries 
1½ cups fresh orange juice 
6 TBS. sugar or equivalent substitute 
½ tsp. cinnamon 
2/3 cup raspberries 
1 cup blackberries 
1¼ cups plain, nonfat yogurt 
Fresh mint sprigs for garnish 
 

·  Cut large strawberries into quarters; small ones in half.  Set aside ½ cup in a bowl – the remainder in a stockpot. 
·  Pit plums, cut into chunks and add to stock pot. 
·  Place 1 cup blueberries in bowl with strawberries – the remainder in the stockpot. 
·  Add orange juice, sugar, cinnamon and 3 cups water to fruit in stockpot. 
·  Bring to boil over high heat. 
·  Reduce heat to medium and simmer till fruit is broken down and mixture is soupy – about 15 minutes. 
·  Remove pot from heat and puree in food processor or pass through a food mill fitted with a small holed disk into a 

large bowl. 
·  While still hot, add the set aside fruit and gently stir in raspberries and blackberries. 
·  Let stand until cool.  Cover and refrigerate until cold. 
·  Serve chilled, served in individual bowls with 2 TBS. yogurt and sprig of mint as garnish. 

�
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If you like this recipe and would like to learn how to cook healthier dishes on your own, contact Anita Brown Culinary 
Coach (www.anitaculinarycoach.com) for information on tailored coaching sessions in your own kitchen.  We can be 
reached by e-mail at culinarycoach@comcast.net or by phone at 847 341-4623.  Culinary coaching makes a unique gift 
for birthdays, showers and weddings.  Gift certificates for any occasion are available. 
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Team TNG rides again for Climate Cycle  
 

TNG members supported Climate Cycle, our Charity of the Month from March, 2009 with riders for its May 15th bicycle 
ride at Chicago’s Lake front. 

 
Our riders, calling themselves “Team TNG”, were Dan Felix, Mark Ingraham, Marc Rocklin, and Jim Roh rbach .    
 
Though his company is not one of the solar suppliers, TNG member Brandon Leavitt  graciously donated $50 for 
every TNG rider. 
 
Climate Cycle helps local public schools become equipped with solar energy while empowering students to meet the 
great environmental challenges.  Joey Feinstein, Executive Director of Climate Cycle, wrote: Thanks again to all of you 
for your generosity ….   I personally thank Brandon Leavitt  for his great generosity”.  
 
If you'd like any additional info about this great organization, please visit www.climatecycle.org.  
 
The photo montage follows: 
 

 

 

Ready for action!  Team TNG: Dan Felix, 
Marc Rocklin, Mark Ingraham, and Coach 
Jim Rohrbach.  Felix is wearing a tie under 

the sweatshirt. 

TNG buds. Ingy gets prepared by working 
his way out of his straightjacket 

  

Rocklin shows Coach how to use the bell. Ready for Tommy Bartlett. 
Coach shows how many books 

he’s read this week. 
 

 


