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"You make a living out of what you get, but a life out of what you give"                                       �������������	
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August, 2008 
 
 Dear Networking Group,  
  
Thank you for your generous support for Heartland 
Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights. 
Without gifts like yours, we are not be able to carry out 
our work in affordable housing, health care, legal 
services, and economic security, nor would we be able 
to respond to the unplanned, emergent needs of our 
community. In donating to Heartland Alliance, you 
enabled the solutions that will give people the resources 
to move from poverty to brighter futures. 
  
Please note that we will be hosting our annual gala on 
November 8, 2008, which is another way you can 
support the organization. To learn more about Heartland 
Alliance or that particular event, please contact me at 
312.660.1313 or bbillings@heartlandalliance.org. 
  
Again, thank you for your contributions - they truly make 
a difference! 
  
Sincerely, 
Brooke Billings 
Director of Development 
Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights 

# # # 
Denise Siegel, President 
New Bronze Age Tile, Inc  

Operations & Capital Partners  (Kaplan Paving's
Holding Company) has acquired Sudsational (Suds) , a 
multi location commercial auto detailing chain located in 
the western suburbs of Illinois.  Sudsational  has seven 
locations currently detailing about 4,000 cars per month. 
As a premium provider, Suds allows car dealers and other 
fleet clients the ability to outsource auto preparation and 
concentrate on their core business.  The  industry is very
fragmented, thus Suds  is the largest detailer in Illinois, 
which gives us the scale to employ a W-2 work force, carry 
extensive liability insurance, and to operate a quality 
control department to insure continuity between locations. 
We look forward to expanding the brand to the entire 
Chicagoland area during the next five years. 
 
Scott M. Greenberg  
Operations & Capital Partners  - President 

.� � � � �  
From Coach Jim Rohrbach:   On July 26th I attended my 
40th Von Steuben High School Class Reunion.  I did not 
attend any of the other reunions so I was unsure about 
what to expect.  Turns out I graduated in 1968 with a 
bunch of really great people, and I had a blast!  Lots of 
hugs and lots of laughs with many people I hadn't seen in 
years, or even decades.  Everybody who showed seemed 
to be genuinely happy to see me, and vice versa.  (And 
everyone looked surprisingly young -- as do I, of course ...)
 
Book Recommendation:   How Toyota Became #1: 
Leadership Lessons from the World's Greatest Car 
Company   Find out how a humble loom building company 
(!) in the 1920's evolved into the manufacturing behemoth 
it is today.  Author David Magee exposes the combination 
of arrogance and ignorance of the Big Three (GM, Ford 
and Chrysler) that will have them following Toyota's tail 
lights for the foreseeable future. 

.� � � � �   
“I went to go see Jeff Weinman’s  rock band, Mr. Slate , 
play at the Cubby Bear last month.  While I had to force 
myself to stay up past my bedtime, it was well worth it - I 
had a really great time.   Jeff is quite talented on drums.   It 
is worth checking out. “  Tammy Papazian 

.� � � � � �
“Thank you to Beverly Bloom of Bloomin’ Books  for 
quickly putting together a customized book in 24 hours.   It 
was a gift from my aunt to her one year old granddaughter.  
Her mom found it so special, it’s a true keepsake.   Words 
cannot come close to describing how special Beverly 
Bloom’s  customized children’s books are.” Tammy 
Papazian 

This Month’s Pay -It-Forward  
“Our charity this month is to raise money to cure 
Lymphoma.   My friend Marla Shoolin has been 
afflicted with non-Hodgkin Lymphoma (NHL) since 
1998, and I’ve walked in the Lymphomathon with her 
since it originated in 2003. NHL is the most common 
cancer of the lymphatic system, and since the early 
1970’s, incidence rates for non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 
have nearly doubled. The overall five-year survival rate 
is only 59%; however, 30%-60% of patients with 
aggressive NHL can be cured.  And Lymphoma is often 
called the “Rosetta Stone” of cancer research because 
it has helped unlock the mysteries of several other 
types of cancer. Marla could have any disease, and I’d 
walk wherever I had to find a cure!  She’s an amazing 
person, and I look forward to telling you more about her 
and why I want to help find a cure for Lymphoma at our 
next meeting. I’m sure most of you have been touched 
in similar ways. “ 
Amy Spitzer,  Amy On Call  
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Additional News on the TNG Website !  
Visit the TNG Website’s News Page for more news! 

 
Hybrid Heating System Reduces Natural Gas Bills  

– by Dick Hockschild  
 

���� ��� � ���� ��� � ����  

 
New Bronze Age Tile, in collaboration with el-
furniture (Environmental Language) is now 
manufacturing cabinetry!  el marries stylish design with 
environmentally sound materials and manufacturing 
practices.  New Bronze Age Tile's bronze inlays and 
handles are made from 100% recycled metals and eco-
friendly finishing products.  For more information, 
contact Denise@newbronzeagetile.com 
Denise Siegel, President 
New Bronze Age Tile, Inc.  

���� ��� � ���� ��� � ���� ��� �
Rich Keyworth  of Keyworth Fire And Safety 
Consultants will be a featured speaker at the upcoming 
Disaster Summit in Boston, MA on August 21st.  He will 
be speaking on The Role Of Interactive Facility 
Navigation In Disaster  Management.  This is the 
second summit he has spoken at.  Rich specializes in 
Business Continuity Plans and Emergency Planning. 
He can be reached at 630-776-0284. 

.� � � � �  
 
Ifbyphone  makes iPhones Work Better: 
 
The new iPhone may be the coolest new phone out 
there, but Ifbyphone  makes it work better.   A key 
function of the Ifbyphone  service is the ability to 
schedule outbound calls to groups of clients or 
contacts.  Our new iPhone Voice Broadcast Application 
is a free service that lets you make up to 100 minutes 
of broadcast calls a month to people in your iPhone 
contact list.  Additional minutes or features can be 
purchased by opening an Ifbyphone  account.  For 
more details, call Mark Bromberg  866-461-7743 or 
check it out at www.ifbyphone.com/iphone.  The Voice 
Broadcast application itself can be downloaded from 
the Apple Application Store. 
 
For those of us who are CrackBerry fan’s be patient. 
The Ifbyphone  BlackBerry Voice broadcast application 
is in beta testing now. 
  
Mark Bromberg,   
Ifbyphone, Inc.  
 

 
 

So "What's New" in the food and gift industries?  Holly 
Kahan , of HollyBarry House Ltd. of Chicago  spent part 
of June and most of July at three trade shows in New York, 
Atlanta and Chicago.  At the International Fancy Food 
Show there were several prevailing trends: 
· Caramels with sea salt (fabulous sweet/salty 

combination).  Some were chocolate enrobed with the 
salt atop.  Some were vanilla or chocolate soft 
caramels that incorporated the sea salt in the body of 
the candy.   

· Chocolates with herbs & spices.  At least a dozen 
chocolate companies are formulating their confections 
to include curry, cardamom, or pepper, basil, thyme 
and rosemary.  Some did so successfully and many did 
not.  

· Nuts, chocolates, jellies, sauces that included wines 
and also many with green tea--anything for antioxidant 
claims. 

 
At the Atlanta International Gift Mart, Holly discovered 
some exciting, unusual and affordable giftwares: 
· Stainless steel spun into a silk-like material and made 

into wallets, card cases, etc.  
· Burled wood desk accessories  
· Clothing and  throws made from bamboo--a fabric that 

feels like cashmere and drapes like silk.  
· A major emphasis on ecology and recycled items that 

includes beautiful glass tabletop items from recycled 
glass, colorful picture frames made from rolled 
magazine pages, serving bowls made from inverted 
hollowed out tree stumps, and animals & other figures 
made from recycled bristle brushes.  

· Beautiful silk neckties made from a map of Chicago or 
for specific professions or interests.  

· Wonderful crystal bowls, votive candle holders, candy 
dishes, etc, in contemporary or traditional designs--
from Waterford, Orrefors, Nambe, Mikasa and Badash 
crystal companies.  See the 3-pc. "Sway" Bowl set 
below...perfect for nuts or candies. 

� � � � � �
 

“I will be a guest on the Mike Nowak Show on WCPT radio, 
820AM, talking about green pest control and the Plus 
Natural Enzyme products on Sunday, August 17, between 
1:00–2:00 P.M.  You might remember Mike Nowak from 
Let's Talk Gardening on WGN radio, a show he hosted for 
many years.”  Rick Moskovitz , President, A-Plus Pest 
Control, Inc.  
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Richard Hochschild 
American Weathermakers, Inc. 
341 Anthony Trail 
Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847) 509-7777 
hochscr@ac-heat.net 

 

 
 
 
 

HVAC 

Services Offered 

· Residential & Commercial  HVAC 
· 24/7 Emergency Service 
· Supervac Air Duct Cleaning 
 

Good Referral Sources 

·  Property & Facility Managers 
·  Home Inspectors  
·  Home Owners & Building Owners 
·  Contractors in other Trades 
 

American Weathermakers (residential) and Northern Weathermakers  (commercial) service and install HVAC in 
the most comfortable homes and buildings in Chicagoland.  We are also the largest HVAC contractor that does 
Residential, Commercial, and Industrial work and are in the fourth generation of a family owned business. 
 
Believe it or not, the first job that my father sold in 1949 was in The Carlson Building in Evanston to the owner, Bruce 
Goodman.  Sixty years later, Mr. Goodman lives in Highland Park and is still using us for his heating and air 
conditioning at home! 
 
On a personal note, I am active in The Northbrook Rotary Club and extend an invitation to any networker that would 
like to attend a meeting as my guest.  I am also a volunteer with the International Center on Deafness and the Arts in 
Northbrook. 
 

 

 
Kris Keller, CCIM 
National Realty Network  
135 Park Avenue 
Barrington, IL 60010 
(847) 852-3201  
KKeller@NationalRealtyNetwork.net 
www.NationalRealtyNetwork.net 

 
 
 
 

Commercial Real Estate Brokerage 

Services Offered 

· Full Service Commercial Real Estate Brokerage 
· Buy, Sell and/or Lease 
· Office, Industrial, Retail, Multi-Family, Land 
· Investments, 1031 Exchanges 
 

Good Referral Sources 

· Investors 
· Commercial Property Owners 
· Tenants who need more or less space 
· Attorneys 
· CPA’s 
 

Kris’ background is in the appraisal side of commercial real estate.  He changed directions and founded National 
Realty Network  in 1990.  It has grown to include 25 agents with four offices in Barrington, Chicago, Northfield and 
Oakbrook Terrace providing commercial real estate brokerage services throughout the Chicago metropolitan area.  
He is proud of the talent/expertise in his company.  It includes MBA’s, CPA’s and Engineers in addition to four 
CCIM’s.  Kris along with two others also got their securities license so they can sell securitized real estate 
partnerships.  Thus giving our company a unique ability to give a real estate investor a complete choice. 
 
In his spare time: 
· North Shore – Barrington Association of Realtors: Chairman of the Board, Chairman of Commercial Committee 

and serves on the Finance and Political Affairs Committees 
· Center for Enriched Living: Board Member and Chairman of the Texas Hold’em Committee 
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Dennis M. Kleper 
Vistage & TKO/ Business Initiatives Grp 
9933 Lawler, Suite 640 
Skokie, IL 60077 
(847) 677-5353,  
dennis@coach2020.com 
http://www.teconline.com/chrs/dennis 
 

 
 
 

Executive Leadership Coaching and 
Peer Business Advisory Boards   

Services Offered 
 

· Mentor owners who want to grow their business 
· Recruit and Facilitate monthly peer advisory groups  
· Coach and support key executives and successors in 

Family businesses  
· Connect Clients with excellent business resources  
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Business, Law, Finance and Insurance Professionals 
· Family Business owners  
· Vendors and suppliers helping customers 
 

Established in 1957, Vistage  is the world’s leading CEO membership organization.  With Vistage , CEOs become 
better leaders, make better decisions and get better results. Members gain fresh perspective and find new solutions 
through a unique combination of peer group meetings, one-to-one coaching, expert workshops and access to 
“members only” conferences, online best practices and a global network of more than 14,000 executives. 
 
Vistage really works. Members’ companies are better run and grow, on average, at more than twice the percentage 
growth rate after joining Vistage . Vistage  has exceptional retention rates because CEOs are highly satisfied and stay 
in Vistage month after month, year after year. 
 
Vistage  is dedicated to increasing the effectiveness and enhancing the lives of chief executives. 

 
 
Michael T. Mertz 
Hurley McKenna & Mertz, P.C. 
33 N. Dearborn St. Suite 1430 
Chicago, IL  60602 
(312) 553-4900 
mike@hurley-law.com  
www.hurley-law.com  

 
 
 
 
 

Medical Malpractice Attorney 

Services Offered 
 

· Medical Malpractice 
· Nursing Home Abuse and Neglect 
· Birth Injuries 
· Operating Room Errors 
· Errors in Diagnosis and Medication Errors 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· People who have been injured in a medical setting 
· Anyone whose diagnosis has been delayed 
· People who are concerned about the care provided 

to a loved one in a nursing home 
· Other attorneys 
 

Hurley McKenna & Mertz,  P.C. is dedicated to representing victims of serious medical malpractice and nursing 
home abuse and neglect.  Our firm has the highest possible rating for professionalism and ethics.  

I have been affiliated with this firm since I was in law school, and have been a partner since 2004.  I have won record 
setting verdicts and settlements for my clients.  Last year, I was recognized by Chicago Lawyer Magazine for 
obtaining a $12 Million settlement on behalf of three children.  This was one of the largest cases in Illinois last year. 
 
I personally handle each case through each aspect of litigation, including pre-suit investigation, discovery, trial, and 
appeal.  I take pride in relentlessly and compassionately advocating for all of my clients.  I would appreciate the 
opportunity to do so for your friends and relatives.  
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Member Profiles 
 
Martin Portnoy 
Save On Meds 
381 Kelburn Road 
Suite 113 
Deerfield, IL 60015 
(888) 949-0076  
marty@saveonmeds.biz 
www.saveonmeds.biz 

 
 
 
 
 

Healthy and Wellness 
 
 

Services Offered 
 

· Prescription medications at up to 70% discount. 
· Free prescription discount card for everyone. 
· Medicare Part D analysis and alternatives 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Poorly insured and uninsured. 
· Groups looking to offer free drug benefit to members 
· People on Medicare struggling with costs 
 

 
My passion for helping people stems from my own experience of being uninsured and having to pay out of pocket for 
me and my wife’s healthcare.  I discovered that there are many people with the same challenge and that one of the 
solutions is the availability overseas of low cost high quality medications.  Save On Meds  is also getting ready to 
introduce the “FREE FAMILY Rx CARD” that will be available to everyone and provide immediate discounts at major 
pharmacies.  Too many people have too little coverage. 
 
Marty Portnoy  lives in Deerfield with his wife Carole who works at the Lake Forest Graduate School of Management.  
He has two children and five grandchildren with a sixth expected in February. 

 
 
Michael Pure 
Margarita European Inn  
1566 Oak Ave. 
Evanston, IL  60201 
(847) 867-2273 
innkeeper@margaritainn.com 
Margaritainn.com 

 
 
 

Hospitality 
 
 

Services Offered 
 

· Lodging 
· Small Meetings 
· Wedding, special event, catering, room blocks 

 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Travel agents 
· Meeting Planners 
· Special Event Planners 

 
Michael Pure - I am a former trader in the S&P pit at the Merc. After trading I built a chain of Laundromats around the 
North side of the city; Two of which I still own.  My love of old things led me to my latest business venture.  I recently 
became the new owner of this historic hotel property in Evanston, The Margarita European Inn , recently noted by 
local journalist Monica Eng as the fourth most comfortable “lobbies in which to linger” in the Chicago area, ahead of 
the Drake and the Peninsula!!  
 
The Margarita European Inn - Was built in 1927 as a “Home for business girls and woman at moderate prices” 
possibly the worst written sentence in the English language!  We have 42 rooms, 22 have private baths and 20 with 
European style. We offer a unique place to stay for the vacationer, business traveler, group or just anyone needing to 
get away The hotel is lucky to be the home of Va Pensiero, one of the highest reviewed Italian restaurant outside the 
City proper.  Our newly remodeled conference room is perfect for meetings up to twelve.  
 
My challenge is to up the level and quality of the décor and amenities throughout the hotel, without in any way 
diminishing the wonderful European charm, intimacy and attention to service that The Margarita is well known for. 
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Please send your news for the TNG monthly “What’s New?” newsletter to: 
News@thenetworkinggroup.biz 

 

   

 
Jeanine Hattas, Mural Artist, helping Rick Drazner, 

Public Adjuster, estimate damaged art work for 
restoration at his client's restaurant fire.  Rick is trying 

to "Get Fresh" (Murals) with Jeanine! 

Jeff Weinman’s Band, Mr. Slate , will be playing a benefit 
concert for the  

NATIONAL OVARIAN CANCER COALITION (NOCC)  
on Saturday, August 30th . 

 
The concert is being held at the historic Wilmette Theater   

with all proceeds going to the NOCC. 
  

Tickets are $15 and can be purchased through the 
Wilmette Theater box office  

(847-251-7424) or online 
at http://www.wilmettetheatre.com/events.html 

 
Please come out and support this cause, it's time people 

know the truth about Ovarian Cancer. 
 

Thank you! 
Jeff Weinman,  

Summit Event Management, Inc.  
 

Upcoming Events 

 
Robert Vance Ltd  will be hosting a special evening to 

announce the opening of the country's first "shop in shop" 
featuring the collection of Ike Behar.   

 
All members of The Networking Group  are invited to 
come meet Mr. Behar Thursday evening, August 14th  

from 6:30 to 9:00.   
A portion of the evening's proceeds will be donated to The 
North Shore Auxiliary of Jewish Child and Family Services. 

Hope to see you. 
 


