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"You make a living out of what you get, but a life out of what you give"                                       �������������	
������
��
� �
September, 2009 
 
 
As many of you know, just 18 days after the death of my 
father in law, my father died.  I have so appreciated all the 
calls, emails and cards from many of you. 
This has been a very difficult summer but your outreach 
has provided great support and condolence to me and my 
family.  Thank you. 
 
Denise Siegel 

� � � � � �
The Pay-It-Forward Charity  for this month has been 
submitted by Robert Dillon of Molly Maid .  This month’s 
pay is the Miss Molly Foundation, which supports domestic 
violence shelters nationally.  Donations from the TNG 
group will be specifically earmarked for the “Safe Place 
Shelter” in Waukegan, IL.    For more information visit: 
http://www.mollymaid.com/why-maid/ms-molly-
foundation.aspx 

� � � � � �
�

Ted Tasky , his wife Carol, and their daughter Meredith, 
recently traveled to Jerusalem, Israel, where they visited 
their daughter and sister, Jenna, who gave birth on June 19 
to a son, Dovid Ben Tzion Handler.  Dovid is Carol and 
Ted's second grandchild, (his big sister is 18 month old 
Ahuva), both of whom are the children of Jenna and her 
husband, Rich Handler.  Jenna and Rich are in Jerusalem, 
where Rich is completing his rabbinic studies 
.  
After visiting with their children in Israel, Carol and Ted had 
the pleasure of having the Handlers visit them in Buffalo 
Grove for three weeks.  At this time the Tasky household is 
quieting down and the Handlers are working their way 
through jet lag.  The Taskys, Handlers and Robins 
(Meredith is married to Mark Robins) had by far their best 
summer ever.  They all hope our members of TNG also had 
a most wonderful summer.��

� � � � � �
�

Coach Jim Rohrbach's  book recommendation:  Rules of 
Thumb: 52 Truths for Winning at Business Without 
Losing Your Self  52 short, sweet tips for starting up and 
keeping up a business from a guy who would know:  Fast 
Company founder Alan Webber. 

� � � � � �
�

As of September 4, 2009, Pro Star  is moving to 3014 
Commercial Ave in Northbrook.  The phone number will 
stay the same.  Please feel free to stop by and see our new 
showroom when we get it set up. 
  
Marty Gold 

� � � � � �

Our condolences to David Ariano  on the recent passing 
of his mother, Claudia C. Ariano, 70, of Lake Forest.   
Our deepest sympathy is with David and his family. 
 

� � � � � �
 

Scott Schmaren  from Mind Performance Training  is 
writing a chapter in the book, "Stepping Stones to 
Success". Other noted authors in this book will be: 
Deepak Chopra, Jack Canfield and Dennis Waitley.  The 
book should be out January or February of 2010. 
  
Scott also needs your help. He has developed a 
program to help people who have lost their jobs or their 
careers. It is called "Programming Your Mind For 
Success". The program is designed to help unemployed 
individuals create an expectation of success, build a 
positive outlook and creating positive energy that 
attracts great opportunities, success and happiness 
to their lives. Scott will do this program FREE to groups 
and at job fairs that can supply a room for the program. 
The program is 1 hour long and is powerful. 
  
Scott Schmaren  can be reached for speaking 
engagements or individual sessions at 847-331-5848 or 
Schmaren@aol.com 
 
....There are no limits... 
 

� � � � �  
 
Dear Group , 
  
Thank you so much for your hospitality to my daughter 
Katherine Metres who attended the last networking 
breakfast. She felt so welcomed and grateful to have 
your support and suggestions as she searches for a job 
while she resettles in Lincoln Park. I'm especially 
grateful for people who took time to meet with he after 
the meeting, especially JD and Jonathan, for their 
contact referrals. 
  
 I look forward to being with all of you next week. 2 
weeks in Northern Europe and 10 days in silence at the 
Trappist monastery in Snowmass were my highlights of 
the summer. 
  
Warm hugs, 
  
 Phil Metres, aka Dr. Phil  
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Food & Beverage.....$20,000 
Band.....          $7,000 
Flowers.....          $5,000 

 
Another happy couple thanks to another flawless Square 
One production.....$Priceless 
  

· Electrify Your Event 
· Maximize Your Budget 
· Simplify Your Life 

.....Call Square One  
  
Please visit the TNG website to see all the other pictures 
from this event. 
 
Stuart Plusker 
Square One Production 

� � � � � �
Corporate Sales Firm Seeks Strong Sales Hunter �

 �
You must have recent success prospecting for new 
business, calling on Presidents of small to medium size 
companies, in a highly competitive market, where your 
service was most expensive by selling value vs. price.  You 
must be highly money motivated, have prior high closing 
percentage, and a strong desire to win since you will be 
responsible for building a territory from scratch.  You should 
be comfortable with commission based selling. You must 
have prior income of at least $125k+ of provable income 
and have completed the survey below in order to determine 
next steps.    http://OMGQLink.com/XPTX54L�
 �
Gary Kirshenbaum 
President - James L. O'Brien Assoc., Inc.  
Exclusive Agents for COFACE NORTH AMERICA  

� � � � �  
Bruce Graham's  company, ETS Investigative Services , 
has been providing investigations and other litigation 
support services to attorneys for over 50 years. It is happy 
to announce that it has recently signed an agreement with 
viaForensics, one of the nation’s foremost providers of e-
discovery, computer forensics and cellular forensics 
capabilities. viaForensics personnel train and consult to law 
enforcement, have been certified as experts in federal 
court, and are in discussions to provide training for the 
Department of Defense. If ensuring the privacy of your 
communications, both personal and professional, in a cost 
effective manner is important to you we invite you to 
contact Bruce Graham , bgraham@etsinvestigate.com, to 
learn how ETS can help. 
  

Celebrating a Centennial  

 
 

 
Ellen Edwards  joined her brother and other family 
members in Boston to celebrate her father's 100th
birthday. Labon Backer, born on August 20, 1909 in 
Baltimore, Maryland, is the son of Orthodox Jews who 
immigrated from Russia and operated a grocery story 
in Richmond, VA for many years. Longevity runs in the 
family: Labon's parents both lived into their 80's, his 
older sister Jean lived to the age of 98, and his brother 
Moe will turn 97 in October. 
 
Among some really good stories Labon recalled  from 
his boyhood was seeing Babe Ruth play. His mother let 
him skip school and, since she was not educated 
enough to write English well, made him write the note 
to his teacher excusing him from class. It didn't hurt his 
education much. He went on to become Valedictorian 
in the Class of 1930 at Virginia Tech University, then 
served as a Lt. Colonel in the Philippines during World 
War II, where he met Ellen's mother, who was serving 
in the Women's Army Corps. An electrical engineer, 
Labon ran the electrical power station on the Rio 
Grande River at Elephant Butte, New Mexico - where 
Ellen and her brother David were born - and the family 
later moved to El Paso, Texas where they spent many 
years. 
 



 3

SEPTEMBER IS CLOTHING MONTH 
AT ROBERT VANCE LTD.  

 
S M T W T F S 
      1  2  3  4  5 
 6 7  8  9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30  
 

Robert Vance Ltd. 
(847) 478 – 0988 

Ask about our new rewards program 
Offer expires 9/30/09 

 
 

� � � � �  

 
HollyBarry House  is thrilled to welcome back to the 
US one of the most popular products the company has 
ever sold:  the Gold Ingot of Swiss Chocolates.  
Importing of this item has been virtually impossible for 
the past four or so years.  Now, an imported from NY 
has been able to again bring these fabulous Swiss 
chocolates into the United States.  What distinguishes 
this item is the packaging—an exact shiny replica of a 
gold ingot.  Whether the message you send along with 
it is “Your referrals are worth their weight in gold” or 
“Your understanding is worth its weight in gold” or 
“Working with you is worth its weight in gold”, your 
appreciation is visibly and beautifully expressed. 
 
The Gold Ingots of Swiss Chocolates will again be 
available from HollyBarry House  this Fall.   They 
make great gifts throughout the year.  If you’re in any of 
the business industries that are connected to finance, 
these should be on your “must” list.  Corporate clients 
who’ve purchased these over the years include 
bankers, accountants, financial planners, brokers, and 
insurance consultants.  Others, in our very own TNG 
family, who’ve loved giving the “worth your weight in 
gold” gift include Andy Vass , Alan Karzen  and Sue 
Diamond. 
 
Call Holly at (847) 432-4580 to reserve yours. 

Chipotle Salsa Recipe  
 

· 3 - 5 dry chipotle chilies -- best to get a big bag a 
Mexican grocery  (You can really use any kind of chili 
you want in this, even fresh ones.  I prefer the smoky 
chipotle flavor.) 

· 1 28-ounce can of tomatoes -- I like to use Muir Glen 
Organic Fire Roasted Whole Tomatoes 

· 1/2 - 1 cup chopped cilantro (I never measure, just 
guesstimate) 

· Juice of 1 lime 
· 1 - 2 cloves garlic 
· 1/2 tsp or so of salt  
 
Soak chilies in a bowl of boiling water for 15 minutes until 
soft.  Discard top stem, cut into pieces, put in food 
processor.  Add the other ingredients, pulverize.  Will keep 
in the fridge for weeks. 

 
A Real Margarita (hope you like it strong ...) 

 
· 3 parts good tequila  (100% agave only!) 
· 1 part triple sec 
· 1 part lime juice 
· 1 tsp agave syrup 
 
Shake over the rocks or put in the blender with ice, serve in 
salted rim glasses and a wedge of lime. 
 
SALUD!!!  Lemme know how these work for you ... 
 
Jim "Da Coach"  

� � � � �  
News from Alan Wernick : 
 
· August 27, 2009, audio conference presentation by 

Alan S. Wernick  titled “Cloud Computing:  Legal Risks 
You Need To Know” for the National Constitution 
Center.   

· August, 2009, Alan S. Wernick  was recognized in the 
area of Internet and eCommerce law by Who’ Who 
Legal.  (Statement posted on their website:   “It is not 
possible to buy entry into any Who's Who Legal 
publication.  Nominees have been selected based upon 
comprehensive, independent survey work with both 
general counsel and private practice lawyers 
worldwide.  Only specialists who have met independent 
international research criteria are listed.”)  

· July 2009, an article by Alan S. Wernick  titled "Cloud 
Computing -- A Legal Fog" was published in the CCH 
Guide to Computer Law Practitioner’s Perspective.   

· July 2009, an article by Alan S. Wernick  titled “Red 
Flags Rule: Will you be compliant or complacent?” was 
published in the Ohio Lawyer magazine.   

  
Note, copies of the articles by Alan S. Wernick  are 
available at WWW.WERNICK.COM.   Information about 
Alan’s law firm, FSB Legal Counsel, is available at 
WWW.FSBLEGAL.COM.   
  
Best regards,   
Alan S. Wernick, Esq.  



 4

Glenn Gross  and Generations Photography  is 
donating $100 to the Home Fire Fundraising Benefit for 
every home asset documentation performed in 
conjunction with this event.  Also being donated is a free 
home asset documentation for the families that lost 
everything, once they are settled into their new homes.  If 
any one else would like to donate to or attend this event 
please contact the organizer of this benefit. 
Veronica Wolski  847 525-3946 

 
HOME FIRE FUNDRAISING BENEFIT  

"A PARTY OF HOPE" 
 

On Friday, August 14 2009 two homes were destroyed 
by fire, three families were affected, as one of the 
buildings was a two-flat.  I am organizing a fundraising 
benefit for these neighbors who have virtually lost 
everything. It is the form of a 'paid admission' block party, 
with a silent auction, a  DJ, magicians, caricature artists 
in the form of artists. It is also being considered a 'little 
taste of Chicago as Vienna hotdogs has donated 300 
hotdogs, Alpha Bakery donating hot dog buns and Italian 
beef rolls, Eli's has donated cheesecake, Jay's Beef- Mr. 
Beef- Sorella's Beef- all donating the beef to make 
sandwiches.  
 
The date of the fundraiser is Saturday, September 12, 
2009 between the hours of 12:00 and 10:00 PM . The 
location of the event is the 5300 block of N. Mobile, 
Chicago IL. 60630. Whatever could be donated to this 
fundraiser would mean so much, who after this tragedy, 
have so little.  Thanks for consideration in this matter.   
Cordially yours,  Veronica Wolski.  847 525 3946 

� � � � �  
Ira Singer , his son, Eli and his daughter, Miranda have 
all been cast in Deerfield Family Theater’s production of 
Willy Wonka.  Eli is Mike Teevee, Miranda is an Oompa 
Loompa and Ira is Mr. Salt (Veruca’s dad, owner of the 
nut factory).  The performances are scheduled for 
November 13 th, 14th (2 shows), 15th and November 
20th, 21st (two shows) and 22 nd.   
 
Tickets will soon be available and are expected to be 
between $18 and $20.  If you would like additional 
information, please contact Ira Singer  or go to 
www.deerfieldfamilytheater.com. 

� � � � � �
Tony is a young man with a 
developmental disability. During 
Tony’s transition period, before 
he finished high school, he 
worked in a department store.   
 
REACH is a year round day 
program  of    The  Center   For 

Enriched Living  for adults who have graduated from 
high school are at least 22 years of age. 
 
Tony’s dad, Bernie, said this about The Center, “Our goal 
for   Tony   has   always   been  to have him in a situation 

(….continued)  where he is continually learning new skills, 
as well as perfecting those he already has.  Above all, the 
most important thing to us is that he is safe, happy and 
feeling like a productive member of his community.  We 
checked out a number of programs before deciding on The 
Center.  Believe me, no other program in the Chicagoland 
area is even in the same league.” 
 
To read more about Tony and the REACH program in our 
recent newsletter, go to our website 
www.CenterForEnrichedLiving.org.  If you know a child, 
teen or adult with a developmental disability, direct him or 
her or a family member to the Center For Enriched
website and the fall program guide to see our many options 
for friends, fun and belonging. 

� � � � �  
Marty Portnoy  at Save On Meds  through its subsidiary 
www.freefamilyrxcard.com is now offering lab services and 
imaging services at heavily discounted prices.  Now there is 
no reason not to have those tests or scans that you need to 
insure your good health.  No doctor referral is required.  All 
tests are provided by a certified lab or imaging center near 
you.  It’s the same one your doctor may use.  Go to the 
Free Family Rx Card web site and click on “Labs” or 
“Imaging“ for all of the details.  
  
If you have parents or grandparents who have or will 
shortly fall into the Medicare Part D “Donut Hole” now is the 
time to have them call me.  One of our member’s parents is 
saving hundreds of dollars per month after checking with 
me. 
  
“On a personal note, I lost the last member of my parents 
generation.  My Uncle Harry was 100 plus seven months 
old.  He played golf regularly until he was 97 and hardly 
able to see; he used a guide.  He walked a mile every day 
until he needed a walker, and had a Martini at 5:00 sharp 
daily until the hospice folks made him stop.  He passed 
peacefully, and I’m proud to share his gene pool.”   
Marty Portnoy �

� � � � � �
Fundzzz  - We put the Fun back in Fundraising 

Fundzzz.com formerly Its Time To Donate  is working 
with Charities to help them raise more money with less 
effort. 
 
The idea of fundzzz.com  comes from seeing a need to 
automate the sales process that non-profits go through and 
create a NEW AND UNIQUE value proposition for them. 
Charities have been doing the same old thing and getting 
the same old results for decades. 
 
We are increasing the money earned at events by 40% 
without changing the number of attendees or investing any 
additional money. 
 
Our system has unprecedented value for the donor, the 
charity and the membership at large.  Ask us how!!!  
 
If you are involved in a charity in any way contact Jeffrey 
Epstei n at 847-691-7217, we will do a 1/2 hour webinar or 
in person meeting to show you how our system works. 
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Who are the TNG Members??? 

 
 
 

��� �
�
�
�

Questions  
1. What City were you born in 
2. Where did you go to High School 
3. What was your very First Job 
4. What did you want to be when you grew up? 
5. What Pets do you own and what are their names? 
6. What are your Hobbies? 
7. Optional Information that members do not know ab out you 

How well do you know the TNG members?    
Can you match these Members to their Answers listed  below? 

 
· Carl Mohrbacher  
· Carole A. Holland 
· Greg Kalisky 
· Howard Deutsch    
· Jeff Biegel 
· Keith B. Baker 
· Marty Gold 
 

· Merle Kalisky 
· Michael Silverstein   
· Michael Welbel 
· Paul Walczak 
· Scott Schmaren 
· Stuart Plusker 
 
 

1. Chicago  
2. Maine East 
3. Stock Boy In Shoe Store 
4. Radio DJ 
5. 1 Dog- Magnolia 
6. Music, Camping, Hiking, Baseball  
7. Saw the Grateful Dead Over 100 Times 
 
TNG Member:  Stuart Plusker  
Square One Productions  

1. Chicago 
2. Von Steuben 
3. McDonalds 
4. A doctor 
5. Westie named Spike, and a red eared slider turtle 

named Lola 
6. Traveling 
7. I would like to go sky diving 
 
TNG Member:  Merle Kalisky 
Excel Incorporated 
 

1. Flushing, Michigan 
2. Flushing High School 
3. Accounting assistant 
4. Pilot in the Air Force 
5. We only have some nameless fish. 
6. Building robots with my kids, Amateur 

photography, 
7. In 2002 I worked on the transition of airport security 

from private screening companies to federal 
government employees (TSA).   I handled the 
official handoff of the keys from the private 
screeners to a representative from the TSA, 
ushering a whole new (and hopefully better) world 
of airport security.   This took place with very little  
ceremony (I think there were about six of us) late 
one night at Baltimore-Washington International 
airport (BWI).   By the way, switching to federal 
security screeners was not my idea - please don't 
blame me for flight delays! 

 
TNG Member:  Paul Walczak  
Ensemble Custom Solutions, Inc.  

1. Mt. Prospect, IL 
2. Prospect High School, Mt. Prospect IL 
3. Busse Car Wash 
4. A musician 
5. No pets 
6. Bass guitar, running 
7. A lot of shared birthdays in my family. My brother 

and I are born on the same day, three years apart. 
The same is true for my brother in law and his 
brother, three years apart. Coincidentally their 
birthday is the same as my mother’s. My wife is 
born on the same day as her mother, 30 years 
later. 

 
 
TNG Member:  Carl Mohrbacher  
IsoSoft Solutions LLC   
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1. Chicago 
2. New Trier 
3. Caddie 
4. Fireman 
5. Dog-Benji 
6. Golf, Music 
7. I used to live and work in London; I fought over a 

parking spot with Jerry Lewis 
 
TNG Member:  Michael Welbel 
M.G. Welbel and Associates Inc. 

1. Chicago 
2. Niles North High School  
3. Dairy Queen 
4. Baseball player 
5. Boston Terrier  Nestle 
6. Reading, Gardening, Golf, Investing 
7. (blank) 
 
TNG Member:  Michael Silverstein   
Accessibility For The Physically Challenged 

1. Chicago 
2. New Trier West class of 71  
3. Babysitting 
4. No idea what I wanted to be 
5. I presently own no pets  
6. I owned an Irvings for Red Hot Lovers from 1977 to 

1986      Traded at CME for 17 years...    Been 
married to Monica 27 years       Have a 25 year old 
daughter (Stephanie) and a 21 year old son at U of 
I Business school  (Michael).  Own   Fish Window 
Cleaning    for over 5 years.     

7. (blank) 
 
TNG Member:  Jeff Biegel 
Fish Window Cleaning 

1. Chicago 
2. Maine East 
3. Tasty Pup, Niles 
4. A Zoologist     
5. 2 dogs: Cookie and Casey 
6. Reading, exercising and doing any thing with my 

family 
7. I am a horrible singer and dancer and I can burp on 

command. 
 
 
TNG Member:  Scott Schmaren 
Mind Performance Training  
(Formerly Mental Performance Training)  
 

1. Chicago 
2. Niles North 
3. Turnstyle 
4. A fireman 
5. Rusty & baby (wife’s cats) 
6. Boating & looking at women 
7. You know everything I want you to know 
 
TNG Member:  Marty Gold - Pro Star Promotions 

1. Chicago 
2. Oak Park River Forest High School 
3. Ice Skating Rink Guard/Figure Skating Instructor 
4. Teacher 
5. 3 Cats… Woody/Stretchy/Meko 
6. Volleyball/Skiing/Spinning 
7. I played semi-professional volleyball 
 
TNG Member:  Carole A. Holland  
Edgge Media Group  
 

1. Chicago 
2. Niles East 
3. Making donuts 
4. Major league relief pitcher 
5. Dog - spike - turtle – Lola 
6. Playing ice hockey 
7. I like to drive fast cars 
  
TNG Member:  Greg Kalisky - Ultra Handy 

1. Chicago 
2. Niles East 
3. Shoveling snow and raking leaves for neighbors.  I 

was an entrepreneur at age 8. 
4. Happy. 
5. A dog named Ralph 
6. Wilderness camping and canoeing; bike riding, 

freestyle Frisbee, snowmobiling 
7. (blank) 
 
TNG Member:  Keith B. Baker,  
Law Offices of Keith B. Baker, Ltd. 

8. Chicago 
9. Niles East 
10. Loading Trucks 
11. Baseball Player 
12. Dog (Sheltie) “AJ” 
13. Golf 
14. I ran my family’s retail luggage and leather goods business for 25+ years. 
 
TNG Member:  Howard Deutsch    
Total Energy Concepts 


