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September, 2008 
 
 “Hi All, As some of you may know a few years ago I did a 
television commercial and I have also done some print 
ads.  I have a new comp card and head shot, and I am 
looking to get back into the industry.  While I have a few 
agents out there, I felt a personal referral would be a great 
way to go. 
  
If any of you know anyone, or know of anyone you can 
introduce me to so I can once again participate in that 
arena I would appreciate it. 
  
Below is a link to my comp card and pertinent information. 
http://resumes.breakdownexpress.com/311499-745232 
 
Thank you in advance for all of your help and support.
Merle Kalisky 

� � � � �   
Mark Bromberg’s mother reached a big birthday this year 
(which one is not being revealed), the extended Bromberg 
family just returned from a celebratory Disney trip to the 
Magic Kingdom and a cruise on the Disney Wonder.   
 
Steve Feldman  was instrumental in our planning and the 
result was a fantastic trip.  (As a side piece of advice, try to 
hit the Disney Parks during tropical storms, no lines.) 
  
Mark Bromberg,  
Ifbyphone, Inc . 

Apples are better in bunches for hurriKane Solution s 

Chicago, IL  – Chicago website design 
firm   hurriKane Solutions, LLC ,  announces  the 
launch of Networking Monkey  
(http://www.networkingmonkey.com/), Chicago’s most 
complete business networking search engine. 
Networking Monkey allows visitors to search for 
business networking opportunities by keyword, category, 
date and even by radius to a zip code. 
 “We couldn’t be more excited in building and launching 
this website.  The day the site went “live” we were 
featured on Chicago’s NBC-TV news, and featured as a 
Staff Pick on Apple’s Website,” said Seth Kane , 
Managing Partner of hurriKane Solutions .  “Having 
Networking Monkey featured as one of the 2,018 iPhone 
Web Applications 
(http://www.apple.com/webapps/searchtools/chicagonet
workingmonkey.html) is exciting, considering we were 
hand-picked by the Staff at Apple,” said Kane. 

Chicago, IL  - In 2007, Chicago website 
design hurriKane Solutions, LLC , announced the 
launch of www.TheOptionsInsider.com, a website 
offering free access to expert financial options 
information. The website has now been upgraded to 
Options Insider Mobile.  
 
"We couldn't be more excited about having an 
opportunity to bring cutting edge technology to the 
audience of The Options Insider," said Seth Kane , 
Managing Partner of hurriKane Solutions . "In addition 
to launching the new mobile version, we have been 
honored as a Staff Pick on Apple's Website," Kane said. 
"We have come to realize how valuable being mentioned 
on Apple's website can be for our clients." The Options 
Insider Mobile is now being featured as one of the 2,260 
iPhone Web Applications 
(http://www.apple.com/webapps/news/optionsinsidermo
bile.html). 

This Month’s Pay -it -Forward is Deborah’s Place  
from Brandon Leavitt, Solar Service 

For nearly a quarter century, Deborah’s Place  has worked 
to break the cycle of homelessness through 
compassionate, innovative, and award-winning programs. 
Our dedicated volunteers and staff support women through 
their journeys from homelessness to permanent supportive 
housing with comprehensive services. 

Women are especially vulnerable to the factors that 
contribute to homelessness – factors like chronic poverty, a 
rapidly changing housing market, illness, and addiction. 
This year in Chicago, more than 11,000 women will 
experience the devastating effects of homelessness. 

Your involvement and support helps the women of 
Deborah’s Place  achieve their goals of stable housing, 
sustainable income, and greater self-determination. 
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Sharon Weinstein  was invited to present Workplace 
Wellness  at the Alliance Library System in East Peoria 
recently.  Sharon presented an interactive program to 
60 persons and shared the concept of Ownership of 
one’s health.  
  
OWNERS…what does that word have to do with your 
health and well-being? 
 
A great deal – because you now have the chance to 
take control of your OWN health. 
 
-     Are you stressed? 
- Do you work long hours? At work? At home? 
- Are your responsibilities expanding? 
 
She addressed the world of workplace wellness and 
the impact that it has on one’s life.  ALS supports 
Project Apple and an entire program aimed at healthier 
staff!  
 
And Sharon Weinstein  has been invited to present 
multiple Environmental Health and Wo rkplace 
Wellness  programs from September 5th through the 
13th in Paris, Oslo, Helsinki, Budapest, and London. 
Audiences include those interested in health and 
wellness, corporate officials with an interest in creating 
workplace wellness settings, and healthcare 
professionals with a passion for overall well-being. 
 
She’ll be joined by Professor Naidu of India, who will 
discuss a new “field of science’ called bio-
replenishment. His recent research is based on the 
‘post Darwinian’ evolution and Dr. Naidu will inform us 
how, based on genetics, our bodies are transforming as 
a result of modern life and technology. 

�

Gift Cards A Growth Niche in a Slow Economy  
by Ellen Edwards 

 

 
 

Business slow? Want a way  to get customers to 
spend more money at your business? 
 
In this sluggish economy, money is tight for 
everyone. With the holidays looming, promoting gift 
and loyalty cards can help a business overcome this 
challenge. 
 
Did you know? 
 
· Gift and loyalty cards are a $35 billion industry, 

and growing. 
· The growth rate for reloading gift cards has more 

than doubled in the last 5 years: from 20% to 
42%. 

· Customers will spend an average of 33% above 
their gift card value. 

· Customers will drive 20 miles out of their way to 
redeem a gift card. 

· Gift cards keep money in the store. Remaining 
balances and promotions – buy a $50 gift card 
and we’ll give you $60 value, for example – bring 
customers back. 

· 15% of all gift cards never get redeemed –  pure 
profit to the business. 

· Gift cards are in the customer’s wallet. Gift 
certificates are in the desk drawer at home. Each 
time your customer opens their wallet, you 
increase your brand awareness and loyalty. 

· Gift cards are becoming spending cards 
· Gift cards attract new customers. 
 
Help your clients and your favorite businesses have a 
prosperous holiday season. Ask Ellen Edwards  of 
Capital One Merchant Services  to give them a call. 
Ellen will show them ways to use gift and loyalty 
cards to get their customer spending up. 
 
You can reach Ellen at 224-688-4890 or 
ellen.edwards@capitalonebank.com 

Jeff Newcorn  of R. Jef frey & Associates, Inc . has 
moved to a new office located at 701 Lee St, Suite 650, 
Des Plaines, IL  60016.   The new phone number is: 
847-795-1400.    

� � � � � �
�

Tammy Papazian of Computer System Specialists, 
Inc.   is proud of her youngest daughter, who is 12
years old, for donating 10” of her hair to Locks of Love.   
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Gregory Kalisky 
Ultra Handy, Inc. 
524 Ridgewood Lane 
Buffalo Grove, IL  60089 
847-541-4102 
Ultrahandyinc.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Handyman Services 

Services Offered 
 

· Home or office repair and maintenance 
· Inside or outside 
· “Honey Do” lists 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Realtors 
· Property managers 
· Home and business owners 

 
 
Ultra Handy, Inc   is a full service handyman company.  We have been in business for over 8 years doing all types of 
home and office repairs or modifications.  We do a lot of work people in the process of moving into our out of an 
existing location be it home or office.  We work with property managers to maintain their properties on a regular basis. 
 
We are a great referral source for all types of improvements and repairs.  If we don’t do it we certainly know someone 
in the appropriate industry that will take care of it for you. 
 
Greg Kalisky  has been married to Merle for 21 years, and they have three great girls – Emily, Jean and Beth..  They 
live in Buffalo Grove. 

”Time to employ the college graduate!  My daughter Dana just graduated college with a degree in 
art, took a month off to go through Europe on her own (!), and is now looking for a position as art curator or art 
gallery assistant.  DOES ANYONE KNOW A GALLERY OWNER?  And for a specific target: CAN YOU CONNECT 
HER TO JAY GOLTZ, CHICAGO ART SOURCE?  

-- and I’m back in school: I shared some do’s and don’ts to the DePaul Entrepreneurship class, and am teaching 
another group some LinkedIn basics. (I’ve gotten more clients from LinkedIn than my personal website, how about 
you?) 

The Professional Trustee is going strong – I’d appreciate your feedback: please ask me for the current draft of my 
flyer. 

The Executives Attorney continues to have legs: watch for my interview in this month’s Today’s Chicago Woman.  
And I’m also providing legal insights for the new edition of “Negotiating Your Salary”, Jack Chapman’s bible for job 
seekers (thanks to Coach Jim Rohrbach  for the introduction to Jack a few years ago!).  And helping clients (what 
it’s all about): just landed a great settlement for a whistle-blower at a well-known NGO.”  Dan Felix 

 
 

Member Profiles  
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Merle Kalisky 
Excel Incorporated  
524 Ridgewood Lane 
Buffalo Grove, IL  60089 
847-541-4009 
Excelincorporated.com 

 
 
 

Business 2 Business  
Telemarketing  

 

Services Offered 
 

· Appointment setting 
· Lead Generation - Surveys 
· Data base updating 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Direct mail services companies 
· Growing businesses 
· Busy sales forces 
 

Excel, Inc . was founded in 1980 as a way for business owners to expand their business without having to bring a 
sales force in house. We become a virtual sales arm to grow your business.  We take the time to learn about your 
business.  
 

- What differentiates you from the competition?   - What are your strong suits?  
- What is your niche market?   - Do you have an elevator pitch?  
- If you had nothing but time to sit on the phone, what would you say to get people interested ion your business?  

 
Merle and Greg Kalisky  will be married 21 years on Sept. 6th.  They have 3 great children. Beth 17, a senior  at 
Stevenson HS, Jean 19 a sophomore at Illinois State University and Emily 31 a veterinary technician in Tempe, AZ.  
Merle has done some television and print work and is always looking for more.  For her latest composite card please 
visit  http://resumes.breakdownexpress.com/311499-745232 
 

 
Nancy Shaw 
Marketing Identities, Inc. 
746 Apple Tree Lane 
Glencoe, IL  60022 
847-242-0418 
nshaw@marketingidentities.com 

 
 
 
 

Marketing Services 
 
 

Services Offered 
 

· Marketing Strategy  
· Project Management/Creative Execution 
· Innovation Workshops 
· Focus Group Moderation 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Graphic Design Firms/Advertising Agencies 
· Sales Consultants 
· Management Consultants 
· CEOs 

Are you targeting the right customers? Are your materials effectively and efficiently converting prospects into clients? 
Does your positioning accurately reflect your customers real unmet needs?  As Executive Marketing Coach, I work 
with high-growth potential clients as their part-time Chief Marketing Officer. Collaboratively, as coach and client, we 
develop innovative marketing strategies which reflect customers' needs and values, apply unique and meaningful 
differentiators, and deliver significant growth.   My professional passion is to identify customer insight, translate it into 
ownable business opportunities, and leverage it into integrated business concepts and marketing strategies. 
 
I have corporate marketing experience at Kraft Foods, The Quaker Oats Company, and Johnson & Johnson, where I 
managed new product development, mergers & acquisition strategy, and established core businesses.  Anyone 
heard of Minute Rice, Cap’n Crunch, or Clean&Clear?  Those were some of my businesses!  
 
My husband Alan and I have two children, techno-wizard Jacob and hip hop-crazed Yael.  Our goal – to enable them 
to be confident, socially conscious, and kind community participants who nurture their passions! 
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Amy Spitzer 
Amy On Call 
917 Windsor Road, Suite 100 
Highland Park, IL  60035 
847-607-8116 
aspitzer@amyoncall.com 
www.amyoncall.com 

 
 
 
 

Business and Personal Concierge Services 

Services Offered 
 

· Services to Help Companies Manage More Efficiently 
· Service Referral Network 
· Errand Running, Appointment Waiting, Home 

Checks, Pet Sitting 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Small to Mid-Size Companies 
· Business Executives and Professionals 
· Dual Profession Households, New Parents, Patients, 

Elderly Individuals 
 

Amy On Call  is a business and personal concierge company. Our staff and our business partners work with our 
clients to help them achieve greater income, growth, happiness, and freedom. Our clients include small to mid-size 
companies, business executives and professionals, working couples, new parents, recuperating patients and seniors. 
We understand the needs of our customers to focus their attention on their businesses, families and friends, and on 
themselves. 
 
We help our clients manage their businesses and their lives so that they can accomplish their priorities and minimize 
stress. We assist our customers with the smallest task or manage a variety of business and household needs on an 
ongoing basis.  
 
We strive to provide the very best service and value available. You can check out the wide variety of services we 
offer at www.AmyOnCall.com. We’re very flexible, and our customers frequently request services that are not listed 
on our website. Our goal is to make you more productive by offering support where and when it is needed. 

 
David Weil 
Failsafe Media   
475 Capital Drive  
Lake Zurich, IL 60047 
(847) 719-0140     Cell 847-989-8910 
dweil@failsafeinc.com  
www.failsafeinc.com  

 
 

DVD/CD/USB Media Duplication and Replication 
Services  
Including 

Printing, Packaging, Assembly & Fulfillment 

Services Offered 
 
· CD/DVD & Media Duplication & Replication 
· Duplication of USBs, SD Cards, CF Cards 
· Custom Packaging  & Printing 
· Kitting, Assembly & Fulfillment Services 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 
· Publishers/Printers/Training Companies 
· Insurance Companies and  Manufacturers 
· Speakers, Bands & Ad/Promo Agencies  
· Direct Marketing Companies 

 
Failsafe Media  is a full service DVD/CD and multi-media duplicator/ replicator, that offers its clients turn-key services 
that include printing, packaging, assembly, fulfillment, and warehousing.  
 
Often we help businesses save money by reducing their costs to duplicate or replicate their CD/DVDs.  Failsafe 
Media can replicate and handle the assembling and packaging of CD/DVDs or simply supply bulk copies of DVD/CDs 
and packaging materials.  
 
We have long term working relationships with many publishers, direct marketers and manufacturers.   As a company, 
FAILSAFE MEDIA  PROMISES A LOT AND DELIVERS EVEN MORE. 
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Sharon Weinstein, RN, CRNI, MS, FAAN  
Core Wellness International  
13 Eagle Ridge Dr.  
Hawthorn Woods, IL 60047  
847.550.8474 – sharonw@corelimited.com 
www.corelimited.com or 
www.nikken.com/corewellness  

 
 
 
 

Health and Wellness  

Services Offered 
 

· Individual and corporate solutions for well-being 
· Complimentary wellness assessments  
· Educational seminars related to health and wellness 
 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Small to large businesses 
· Individuals with health challenges like diabetes, MS, 

ADHD 
· Library systems, schools and community service 

organizations 
 

A certified physical and environmental wellness specialist and nurse educator, Sharon Weinstein  has been in the 
health sector for over 30 years.  She offers Individual and Corporate Solutions for Health, Wellness, Environment and 
Safety.  Core Wellness  technologies that balance performance and rejuvenation, environment, and lifestyle and they 
are used by Olympic athletes, sports figures and families of all shapes and sizes across the country and around the 
globe.  Sharon is the author of 9 books, including B is for Balance (Oct 08) and Workplace Wellness (Mar 09).  She 
lectures extensively and conducts workshops related to Total Wellness for a healthy mind and body.  She is founder 
of the Integrative Health Forum, a global alliance of licensed health practitioners with a passion for well-being.  She’ll 
be teaching in Paris, Oslo, Helsinki, Budapest and London in September.   
 
Her family is the key to her own state of balance!  

 
Michael Welbel 
MGW 
633 Skokie Blvd #470 
Northbrook, IL 60062 
847-412-1414 
mwelbel@mgwelbel.com 
 

 
 

 
 

Professional Liability Insurance 
 
 

Services Offered 
 

· Professional Liability Insurance for Architects, 
Engineers & Law Firms 

· Collateral Insurance Products for Professionals 
· Directors and Officers Insurance 
 

Good Referral Sources 
 

· Lawyers 
· Bankers 
· Other Insurance Professionals 
 

 
 
MGW commenced business in 1997 and is now amongst the largest provider of professional liability insurance 
coverage for design and law firms in the Chicago area. 
 
MGW’s represents more than 450 professional services firms with gross annual revenues of approximately 
8,000,000.  We are most proud of our near perfect retention rate which is typically better than 98%.  We combine 
superior knowledge of the products we provide, very strong relationships with domestic, off-shore and London 
insurers with high touch service.  
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HELP WANTED - STUDIO SUPERVISOR  
 

Job Opening at New Bronze Age Tile, Wheeling 
Studio Supervisor oversees production of bronze tiles.  

Sculpture studio experience required.  Car required.   
Part time with full time potential.   

 
Contact Denise Siegel  847.212.7209 or 

denise@newbronzeagetile.com 
 

Thanks for considering anyone you may know for this 
position.  I'd love to hire a contact from within this group!  

  
Denise Siegel, President 
New Bronze Age Tile, Inc . 

OPPORTUNITY WANTED 
 

Alan Levin's  wife, Diane, is an experienced and 
highly qualified secretary and administrative 

assistant who is returning to the workforce.  She 
is seeking a full-time position. 

 
Alan and Diane would welcome any possibilities 

from TNG members or their contacts. 
 

Please contact Alan directly at 
alevin@lanermuchin.com, or 847-209-4440. 

Diane can be reached at 
diane.levin@comcast.net, or 847-374-0829. Alan 

and Diane thank you! 

Inspirational Quotes  
 

· The way of the world is meeting people through other people. ~Robert Kerrigan 
· It's not what you know but who you know that makes the difference. ~Anonymous 
· It isn't just what you know, and it isn't just who you know. It's actually who you know, who knows you, and what 

you do for a living. ~Bob Burg 
· More business decisions occur over lunch and dinner than at any other time, yet no MBA courses are given on the 

subject. ~Peter Drucker. 
· Informal conversation is probably the oldest mechanism by which opinions on products and brands are developed, 

expressed, and spread. ~Johan Arndt 
· It's all about people. It's about networking and being nice to people and not burning any bridges. ~ Mike Davidson 
· Position yourself as a center of influence - the one who knows the movers and shakers. People will respond to 

that, and you'll soon become what you project. ~Bob Burg 
· The successful networkers I know, the ones receiving tons of referrals and feeling truly happy about themselves, 

continually put the other person's needs ahead of their own. ~ Bob Burg 
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Third Annual Charity Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament  
to Benefit 

 
Sunday, October 26, 2008 (Bears bye weekend) 

Fields Chrysler Jeep Dodge in Northfield 
Noon to 6:00 pm 

 
Register on line at www.CenterForEnrichedLiving.org 

$225 per player prior to October 13;  
$300 after October 13 

 
Grand Prize – a seat in the 2009 World Series of Po ker  

 
For more information about the event, contact Kris Keller * at kkeller@nationalrealtynetwork.net 

Or call CEL at 847-948-7001 x216 for Nancy Hall 
 

* Along with Kris, chair of the Texas Hold ‘Em Committee, you can ask any of us about the event:   
Kathy Nellis, Keith Baker,  Steve Feldman, Randi Fr ank 

Mark Fabish  is going to be doing a presentation at 
the Union League Club in Chicago on Internet 

Marketing.  
 

INTERNET MARKETING DE-MYSTIFIED 
 

Union League Club Network Group 
Wednesday, September 24 -11:30 a.m . 

Join us for our Fall Kickoff Network Group Event, 
and learn how to harness your website, Google, 

Yahoo, blogs, Linkedin, and other tools for Internet 
marketing. 

ULC member Mark Fabish , President of Broad 
Reach Applications , will take the mystery out of 
these very latest innovations, and show you how 

this can affect your bottom line. 
 

If anyone would like to attend you can call the ULC 
at (312) 427-7800 for reservations. 

 
Visit the TNG Website “News” page for the flyer 

Please send your news for the TNG monthly “What’s New?” newsletter to: 
News@thenetworkinggroup.biz 

 

Please join us at Lou Malnati ’s for a night of 
laughter, food and fun - Chicago style!      

 
All event proceeds benefit local cancer research and 
treatment programs.   Seating is strictly limited and 

available on a first-come, first-served basis.   
This show is rated R and contains adult content, no 

children under age 13. 

This year's event will be held at 
Malnati's  corporate headquarters in Northbrook: 

3685 Woodhead Drive - just north of Dundee Road. 
847.562.1814 

 
Monday, Sept 15, 2008 

Doors will open at 6:30 PM - Showtime 8:30 PM 

Visit events.org to purchase your tickets today! 
(Full link: http://www.events.org/cpage.aspx?e=15655) 

Visit the TNG Website “News” page for the flyer 


