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"You make a living out of what you get, but a life out of what you give"                                       �������������	
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October, 2009 
 
 Our condolences to Dennis Kleper  for the unexpected 
loss of his mother, Jeanne Kleper.   Our thoughts and 
prayers are with him during this difficult time.    
 

� � � � � �
 

To Our Wonderful Networking Group Members, 
  
I cannot begin to express sufficiently how deeply your 
responses to my mother's passing have been felt.  The 
cards, emails, donations, personal visits and group 
condolence gift were all beyond generous.  I guess we 
all learn from one another, as I have begun to examine 
where in the past I may have missed opportunities to 
reach out to others in their time of need. My experience 
of you will make me a better person.  I liken the feeling I 
have from your gestures to many individual threads that 
come together to create a hammock in which I've felt 
cradled these past weeks. 
  
Thank you all from the bottom of my heart.   
  
Holly Kahan 

� � � � � �
�

From Randi Frank :  Thank you to TNG for your 
thoughtfulness at the loss of my mother.  You have 
always been a caring group. As the many of us who 
have sustained losses know, the thoughts, prayers and 
outreach of this community do help ease the pain. I 
know my mother would have been so grateful for your 
support of me. 
  
Randi Frank,  CFRE 
Director of Development 
 

� � � � � �
 

Submitted by Andy Vass: Programs open Web access, 
bridge digital divide:   
http://www.suntimes.com/technology/guy/1791033,CST-

FIN-ECOL26.article 

Robert Dillon  of Molly M aid  on behalf of The Ms. Molly 
Foundation and A Safe Place wants to thank TNG for 
their generosity. The money collected will go directly to 
help woman and their children who have been victims of 
domestic violence. We should all be proud of this good 
deed.  
  
Robert S. Dillon,  Molly Maid 

� � � � � �
Michael Silverstein's  parents are moving.  Original 
owners in Morton Grove the house will be for sale (not 
listed yet).  If Niles Township schools, low taxes, great 
location wonderfully maintained 4 bedroom  2 baths 
home is appealing, call Michael c# 847-815-3426.  The 
home is located at 8952 Birch Morton Grove, IL. 60053. 

� � � � � �
Attorney, Keith Baker  presented a seminar on behalf of 
Chicago Title Insurance Company.  The seminar took 
place on September 22, 2009 to an overbooked crowd 
of 125 attorneys from the Chicago metropolitan area. 
The topics included the 2009 New Home Buyer $8,000 
tax credit and key issues to consider when using the 
Illinois Real Estate Lawyers Association’s Residential 
Real Estate Contract Version 5.0. 

� � � � � �
Coach Jim Rohrbach's Book Recommendation -- 
Lance: The Making of the World's Greatest 
Champion   Yeah, there have been a lot of great 
champions in my lifetime, including MJ, Muhammad Ali 
and Tiger Woods.  But winning the Tour de France 
seven straight times may qualify Lance Armstrong to be 
the greatest of 'em all.  I got worn out just reading all he 
went through to make that happen! 

� � � � �  

 New Bronze Age 
Tile, Inc. launches the Vista Bronze accessory line at all 
Ann Sacks showrooms this month.  Vista Bronze
accessories are polished bronze and walnut, made from 
recycled metal and reclaimed or sustain ably harvested 
wood.  Contact Denise Siegel for more information. 
 
Denise Siegel, New Bronze Age Tile, Inc.  

 
Please email all TNG Newsletter news to: 

News@thenetworkinggroup.biz 
 

Check the TNG Website “News” link  
for Additional News. 
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TNG Networking Group 
 

17th Anniversary Party 
 

October 22nd 2009 at 6 pm 
 

Lou Malnati's with entertainment by AZ Entertainment 
 

85 South Buffalo Grove Road 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089�

� � � � �  
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As part of the “The Northbrook Arts Commission” “The 
Fourth Annual Merchants’ Art Walk” 
 
Jerry Block  (Spring Interiors) is showing 13 pieces of his 
fine art photography at the Chase National Bank in 
downtown Northbrook until October 12th., 2009 
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OOH, That Smell!  
By Ron Isaacson- SPACE-MAN  Consulting  
  
This time of year, when people start spending more time 
inside than out, when windows stay closed and the heat 
goes on. I am increasingly called in by homeowners to do 
forensic investigations on "that strange odor we can't get rid 
of". 
  
Using air cleaners, filters and ionizes may mask or 
eliminate an odor. But these are temporary fixes that can 
allow a more serious problem to get worse. A foul odor is a 
warning signal, a byproduct of something that may be 
simple to cure, or something not operating properly, a 
problem that left unattended could be potentially life 
threatening. 
  
Most unpleasant odors that intermittently fill the air in a 
home come from the usual suspects, spoiled food, moldy 
socks behind the washing machine, dead rodents or 
stagnant water. Those aside, mysterious foul smells can 
come from a number of sources. Pinpointing the sources 
developing an educated diagnosis is often a job for the 
professional home inspector. 
  
 Mystery odors are often subjective in nature, so I find it 
helpful for my client to note when the smell is at its 
strongest. I recommend a log be kept, charting the odor’s 
appearance for a week or more. Often a pattern will 
emerge. i.e. It's stronger after it rains. It's worse in the 
morning. Yes! Homes can have morning bad breath. You 
might smell it more when you first enter a room, if so do 
you leave the door open when you stay in the room? etc.  
  
The typical odor investigation takes about 2 hours. The 
hunt begins in the most pungent room, and expands 
geometrically though adjacent spaces. Unlike a bloodhound 
tracing a scent, ferreting out an odor needs a more 
scientific approach. The cause and effect is rarely the same 
in any two homes. It’s important to conduct the search in 
daylight, so the inspector can review possible areas of 
water intrusion along the exterior, foundation and roofing 
components. Then its back inside to inspect HVAC, DWV, 
ventilation systems, interior foundation walls, and framing.  
  
From the inspection a plan develops, looking at a 
combination of elements that by themselves often need to 
be addressed by process of elimination. Solutions might 
involve a simple cleanup or maintenance of a component in 
a system. Other possible causes could indicate an in depth 
investigation of by a trades specialist, more in depth 
environmental testing or major repairs major remediation. 
  
Air fresheners and scented candles are wonderful 
cosmetics, but something really rotten, damaged or leaking 
may be trying to tell you something. It is unwise to ignore 
the warning. For more information contact: 
  
SPACE-MAN Home & Property Inspections  
 

This months Pay-It-Forward is hosted by Ron Harris.  He 
is passionate about and supports the Sing to Live 
Community Chorus. www.singtolive.org. 
  
Founded in January 2005, Sing to Live –  Live to Sing, 
NFP was created to provide a musical outlet that 
celebrates hope and survival for singers whose lives 
have been touched by breast cancer. Live to Sing
performs 6 concerts a year along with being invited to 
perform at breast cancer related events. In addition, we 
provide the gift of music to the breast cancer community 
by offering complimentary concert tickets to breast 
cancer survivors. 
 
Performances include:  Susan G Komen, Breast Cancer 
Network of Strength Fashion Show Fundraiser, Robert H 
Lurie Cancer Survivor Day, American Cancer Survivor 
Relay for Life Event, Avon Walk, Gilda's Club, City of 
Hope,  Breast Cancer Survivor Forum, Appearances on 
ABC and NBC, Stroger Hospital Cancer Survivor Day  
 

� � � � � �
�

“Dear Networking Group Members: 
 
 I want to ask for your support as Congregation B’nai 
Jehoshua Beth Elohim (BJBE) dedicates its new home at 
1201 Lake Cook Road in Deerfield on the weekend of 
December 11-13, 2009. Our Dedication Ad Book will be 
distributed to almost 1,000 families participating in the 
congregation’s weekend events, including our gala 
celebration on that Saturday evening. The book will also 
be given to new members who join BJBE throughout 
2010. 
  
Ad purchases are 100% tax-deductible and the 
Dedication Ad Book will be a commemorative keepsake 
for our members and an excellent resource for you to 
promote your business to our member families, who 
come from Buffalo Grove, Deerfield, Glenview, Highland 
Park, Lincolnshire, Northbrook, Wheeling and other 
surrounding suburbs.  Many of our members may seek 
goods and services from area businesses for forthcoming 
celebrations, including bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings, 
baby-namings and more.  
  
If you are interested in participating, please contact me 
so I can get you a copy of the Advertising Agreement. 
This agreement should be returned along with your 
payment and artwork to BJBE.  Ads range in price from 
$50 - $1,000.   
  
All ad commitment forms, payment and artwork must be 
received by November 2, 2009.  If you have questions or 
need assistance, please feel free to call Ira Singer at 
(847) 504-0177. Thank you in advance for your support 
and generosity, and for welcoming us into the 
community!” 
 
Ira Singer 
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David Weil  recently had his kitchen completely 
remodeled by Lewis Floor and Home . Steve Lewis’s
company did a phenomenal job. I’d recommend them in a 
heartbeat. They provided new ceramic floor tiling, back 
splash, granite counters, and absolutely gorgeous 
custom cabinetry and assistance with plumbing fixtures. 
Ravinia Plumbing & Heating Co ., Inc. provided the 
plumbing hook-ups and ABT provided our new GE Profile 
Stove, Refrigerator, and Bosch Dishwasher.  [1st Picture 
below=Before, Pictures 2-4 = After] 

�  

 

 

 

Marla Bollak  writes: “Here are some photos of my 
pottery. The jack-o-chicken is an example of what 
someone (my sister) did with the jack-o-lantern I made for 
her. It may not be suitable for the newsletter, but you 
might get a chuckle, and after all, it is almost Hallowe’en! 
TrilobeBuddha and lizard_eggs (not their real names) 
both appear in “Making Ceramic Sculpture” by Raul 
Acero; published by Lark Books in 2001. These pieces 
are inspired by the stirrup pots crafted by pre-Columbian 
potters in Central and South America. 
Dblwall_lid_budha2 is a covered, double-walled bowl with 
a Weeping Buddha finial.” 

 

  

 
� � � � � �

�
Alan S. Wernick  writes: 
 
· September 8, 2009, presentation for the Chicago Bar 

Association, Trade & Professional Associations Law 
Committee, titled "Cloud Computing – How to 
Navigate Your Way Through the Legal Fog" by Alan 
S. Wernick. 

· ·September 2009, an article by Alan S. Wernick
titled “Cloudy Discovery” was published in the 
Chicago Lawyer magazine.  
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If You Lost Everything Today  
Could You Remember 

Everything That Was Lost? 
 

Call Today! 
Generations Photography 

847 577-1488 
Secure Online Asset Documentation 

www.generationsassetdocumentation.com  
 

Book your home assset documentaion during 
October, November or December and get one year 

hosting for FREE! 
 

Don't Wait Till It's Too Late! 

Glenn Gross 
Generations Photography 
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3 Day Trunk Show Sales Event! 

Don’t miss out on this exclusive opportunity to  
SSEEEE and SSAAVVEE on Christ Leather Shearling and  

Paula Lishman Knit Sheared Beaver!  
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 Please send your news for the TNG monthly “What’s New?” newsletter to: 
News@TheNetworkingGroup.biz 

 

 

 
 

The Village Green Of Lincolnshire   Milwaukee Avenue & RT 45 
Hours: Mon -Wednesday 10 – 6 ····  Thursday  10 – 9 ····  Friday 10 – 6  ····   Saturday 10 – 5 

Appointments Available            847-478-0988            www.robertvanceltd.com  
 

We are proud to announce our Mens Fall 2009 “Trunk Shows” 
 

 OOCCTTOOBBEERR  22  &&  33    JJOOSSEEPPHH  AABBBBOOUUDD  
  OOCCTTOOBBEERR  55  TTHHRRUU  1100    RROOBBEERRTT  TTAALLBBOOTTTT    
  
  OOCCTTOOBBEERR  1166  &&  1177  IINNDDIIVVIIDDUUAALLIIZZEEDD  SSHHIIRRTTSS  
         
  OOCCTTOOBBEERR  1166  &&  1177  CCOORRBBIINN  TTRROOUUSSEERRSS  
  
  OOCCTTOOBBEERR  2233  &&  2244  IIKKEE  BBEEHHAARR              
  
  OOCCTTOOBBEERR  3311    JJHHAANNEE  BBAARRNNEESS  
 

MY EXPECTATIONS ARE FOR YOU TO RECEIVE THE VERY BES T IN SERVICE AND MERCHANDISE. IF I’VE 
MET THESE EXPECTATIONS PLEASE TELL A FRIEND, IF I H AVEN’T PLEASE TELL ME 
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THE “CAREER-LIFE HAPPINESS” PUZZLE:  HOW DO YOU FIG URE IT OUT? 
 
More than ever before, it can be a challenge to achieve “career-life happiness.”   
 
What is a “happy career” anyway?   Studies show that people are “happy” in their work, when their career is a “good fit” 
with their interests and personality, and provides a sense of accomplishment and purpose.  A good-fit career should also 
match your desired compensation and allow for the lifestyle, or work-life balance, that you want and need. 
 
So, given these criteria, how do you solve the puzz le?  Whether you’re helping your high school or college student 
figure this out, or you’re working to retain key employees in your firm, or you’re volunteering in a leadership role for a 
professional organization -- or even if you’re doing this for yourself, these six “must know ” tactics will provide some 
answers. 
 
6 Must Knows: 
�� Know your personal “success factors,” such as, your interests, personality style, values, work environment 

preferences, and other key criteria for solid career decision-making. 
�� Know the current active employment sectors, along with trends and the future outlook. 
�� Know  how to design a realistic and focused plan -- and how to work it diligently and efficiently. 
�� Know  how to “brand” and market yourself to target employers or customers, according to what they value. 
�� Know  how to maximize opportunities, whether it’s a job interview or other “sales” opportunity. 
�� Know how to make the most of change.  Stay successful by tracking changes in the economy, the employment 

market and yourself – and adjust as required. 
 
As we all know, nothing remains the same.   As much as we might complain about change, we’d probably be bored if 
everything stayed the same.  For example, can you imagine life without your I-Phone?  Figuring out career-life happiness 
means searching for and identifying opportunities, as both we and our world continue to change and evolve. 
 
One final must know:   Find the puzzle pieces for your career and life happiness and move them around until they fit 
together.  Then you’ll know that you’ve solved the puzzle.  Congratulations if you’re already there! 
 
Where Do You Want to Go in Life?   
Marilyn works with adults, students, corporations, and professional organizations, such as schools, associations, and 
alumni and community groups, to help people achieve career success and life balance. 
 
Marilyn Fettner, MA, MS, MCDP 
Master Career Development Professional 
www.FettnerCareerConsulting.com  

Additional News over half a page in length or recei ved after the cut-off time. 
 Available on the TNG Website News page and via thi s Electronic Copy (not the printed hardcopy ) 
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NEED A PERSONAL COOKING COACH? 
 
Does your busy lifestyle prevent you from effectively and efficiently using your kitchen and pantry? Have you wanted to 
cook smart and healthy and still eat happy? Have you ever needed a special or unique gift? 
 
Anita Brown Culinary Coach  can assist with an array of personal services to help you – in your own kitchen – with 
helpful cooking techniques, smart menu planning (for taste, health or cost reasons) and the enhanced enjoyment of 
eating.   
 
Please contact us anytime at culinarycoach@comcast.net or www.anitaculinarycoach.com Mention you’re a Networking 
Group member and receive a 10% discount off your cu linary coach service!  Meanwhile, please enjoy one of our 
favorite fall recipes. 
 

BUTTERNUT SQUASH SOUP 
(Yields approximately 6 cups) 

3 Tbsp. Butter (or 1 Tbsp. butter and 2 Tbsp. olive oil for reduced fat) 
1 large Onion, chopped 
2 lb. Butternut squash, peeled, seeded, cut into ½-inch pieces 
4 cups(or more) Low-salt chicken broth 

 Pinch of salt, pepper, ground nutmeg or more to taste 
½ cup               Half-and-half, low/no fat-condensed milk or cream (optional)  
½ cup               Roasted pepitas (shelled pumpkin seeds) for optional garnish 
 

· Melt butter (and/or oil) in heavy, large saucepan over medium-high heat. 
· Add onion and sauté until tender, about 5 minutes.  Add squash and sauté 5 more minutes. 
· Add 4 cups of chicken broth and bring to a boil. 
· Lower flame to simmer, cover and cook until squash is tender(about 20 minutes).  Cool slightly. 
· Working in batches, puree soup in blender until smooth. 
· Return to same pan.  Stir in optional cream or milk. Bring soup to simmer. 
· Season to taste with salt, pepper (white or black) and additional nutmeg. 
· Sprinkle roasted pepitas on top of poured soup as garnish. 
 

Soup can be prepared one day in advance.  Cover and refrigerate.  Before serving, re-warm over medium heat, thinning 
with more broth if necessary.�
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The Christ Leather shearlings have been one of our top selling products ever since we began carrying them over a dozen 
years ago. 
 
They are the ideal winter garment, due to several reasons . . .  
 
 
Comfort: Christ Leather Shearlings are the lightest weight, thinnest, softest, and most supple winter garments available. 
 
Wearability: Unbelievable comfort in a wide variety of great styles (many with hoods). 
 
Versatility: They're casual enough that you'll wear them almost every day in the cold weather, plus they can be dressed up 
when the occasion call for it. 
 
 
Warmth: Because these shearling garments are so thin, feather light, soft, and supple, it's hard to believe that they 
provide the warmth they do, but it's deceiving.  The fur lining keeps body warmth in, while keeping the cold air out 
providing a surprising amount of warmth-for-the-weight.  Perfect for today's active and mostly casual lifestyle (people 
seem to spend less time out in the extremely cold weather and most time in-and-out of their car). 
 
Paula Lishman is the originator/designer of hand-made knitted sheared beaver garments, wraps, ponchos, blankets, and 
more.  Due to the the amazing softness, comfort, warmth, versatility, and flexibility of Paula Lishman's hand-knit sheared 
beavers have become known as "The Fabric of the Future."  Many of these special garments are custom-made, due to 
the wide assortment of colors and styles.   
 
You've never seen anything like the Lishman knits.  In order to appreciate them, you must try one on to experience the 
unique sensual sensation. 
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New and Exclusive! Zero Gravity Eyewear!  
Start speaking titanium eyewear to us, and this is exactly what we were hoping for. 
Designed in California, handcrafted in Japan. Safe to say it's a combination you can't go wrong with regardless of what 
product you're making... Well, maybe not .... 
 
You see, Japanese frame manufacturers are so far ahead of their Euro counterparts, it's not even worth bothering 
looking at the brand if it's not made in Japan. With that said, there is one major obstacle: shapes. No matter how much 
we try to explain what's needed in American and European markets, our Japanese friends don't seem to understand the 
fact that they are designing frames for their own market and their own market only and stylistically and structurally these 
shapes almost never travel well. Call it the case of eyewear shape lost in translation.  
This prelude has a point. A new eyewear line is on and we are here to tell the world about it.  
 
The first thing we like about it, there is no former Oliver Peoples' people behind the curtains operating levers and 
windpipes. This is a totally indie effort and it is spirited and gutsy and we love it for that too. The two talented individuals 
behind it know exactly what they are doing and in our estimation it is simply a matter of time before you catch yourself 
bragging about your own pair of ZERO G's.  
 
 TNG members receiving 30% off on purchase of Zero G Eyewere during October.  Talk to Lana, have your eyes 
checked and order very yours Zero G! 
 
Lana Muchnik, AV Royal Optical  

  
Stakes too high when trading on credit?  

Credit insurance can ease the blow of bad debt loss es.  
 
Getting paid for the goods or services you sell is one of the most difficult functions you have to deal with in business 
today.  Bankruptcies in the United States, and to a greater degree abroad, have been occurring at record levels.  In the 
first half of 2009, business bankruptcy filings were up 64% over the same period in 2008, according to the American 
Bankruptcy Institute. And the economy has only gotten worse since then.   
 
How can you protect your business from the risk of not getting paid on invoices? Consider trade credit insurance. Widely 
used in Europe, credit insurance has been quietly available in the United States for over 100 years, and its use is 
growing among American businesses.  
 
Credit insurance protects your accounts receivable from bad debt losses, and is available to companies engaged in 
business-to-business transactions that involve offering selling terms on an unsecured basis. Coverage includes loss 
from the insolvency of the debtor and covers, in many cases, past due items that cannot be collected.   
 
Credit insurance helps companies through every phase of the credit process:  From analyzing credit risk of customers, to 
worldwide collection of debt, to reimbursement for losses due to insolvency of one or more of your customers.  It is a 
comprehensive way for companies to protect their most valuable liquid asset and their cash flow.   
 
Credit insurance is also an excellent tool to help increase your company’s bottom line as well as protect the health of 
your business.  It does this in four ways. 1) By allowing you to increase sales.  Businesses who insure their receivables 
are more likely to offer their customers higher credit limits and more generous terms.  Companies can be more 
aggressive when a third party is assuming most if not all of the risk.   2) By providing credit information.  Credit insurance 
provides reliable, expert opinion of a customers credit risk.  This will prevent bad debt losses as well as allow you to 
increase sales safely. 3) By lowering collection costs and contributing to fewer write offs.  Credit insurance in many 
cases, provides worldwide collection services, lowering costs of collections and increasing the chance of collection. 4) 
By increasing cash flow and lowering borrowing costs.  Insuring accounts receivable makes your business financially 
stronger in the eyes of a lender.  Many companies who insure their accounts receivable are offered larger limits and /or 
lower borrowing costs.  
 
The annual goal of every business should be to increase sales and maximize profit and investor wealth.  Credit 
insurance is an excellent way to help your business achieve these goals and is most affordable when you consider the 
many benefits.  Credit insurance does significantly improve your ability to get paid for your goods and services.  Finally, 
there’s one benefit that should not be overlooked – you will sleep better at night.   
 

Gary Kirshenbaum,  James L. O’Brien Associates Inc. ,  
Exclusive Agents for Coface N.A.   312.382.7080 

 


